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LOEN Ladies Club
	 A special thank you to the LOEN Ladies Club and its 
members for supporting the first annual LOEN Market by the 
Lakes.  It was a wonderful success! With your help, we were 
able to raise over $3,000 for the Houston Chronicle’s Christmas 
charity: Goodfellows  
	 Thanks to everyone who came out to support our vendors! 
We look forward to seeing you same time, same place next 
year!
Jude Ann Yehl
Chair
LOEN Community Relations

Attention Praying Moms!
	 Moms In Touch International is a worldwide community of mothers 
praying for children and schools.  I am interested in starting a prayer 
group for Kirk Elementary.  We would gather once a week for one 
hour to pray for Kirk students, faculty and staff.  To know more about 
this worldwide organization go to MomsInTouch.org and if you are 
interested in joining a group for Kirk Elementary please call Jeanne 
at 713 291-9676.

Thank you!

	 We invite all women of Lakes on Eldridge North to join the LOEN 
Ladies Club. We would love to see new members join, get involved 
and bring together the community. 
	 Check us out on the web! www.loenladiesclub.com

Book Club
	 Come join us! We meet the 1st Monday of the month in the 
evening.
	 Please contact Anne Glendinning with any questions 832-667-7298  
or aglendinning@houston.rr.com

Bridge
	 Our sessions are formally on the second Wednesday of each month 
at 1:00 pm.  However, due to increasing interest, we are expanding our 
horizons for more frequent play.  This is really a great group—very 
enthusiastic.
	 If you would like to join us, or if you desire further information, 
please call Babs Clingo at 713-983-7345.
Evening Bridge
	 Our sessions are the first Friday of each month and begin at 
7:00 pm.  We have a very compatible group of players and invite 
newcomers to join us.
 	 If you would like to join us, or if you desire further information, 
please call Babs Clingo at 713-983-7345.

Chickless Hens
	 Are you “chickless”? Is your nest empty, or “nearly” empty? 
Join us Chickless Hens for lunch, field trips and lots of laughs. For 
more information contact Becky Vogel at kvogel2263@aol.com 
(713-856-6130).

	

LOEN Ladies Club
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

VanMor Properties, Inc........................................281-493-0668
	 Fax................................................................281-493-5654
	 Kate Loeffler, Manager
	 Kim Stewart, Administrative Assistant
Gate Attendant.....................................................713-856-6127
Harris Co. Sheriff - (non-emergency)..................713-221-6000 
Cy-Fair Fire Department - (emergency)..............281-466-6161 
                                              (non-emergency)....281-550-6663 
Poison Control................................................. 1-800-764-7661
Texas DPS............................................................713-681-1761
Waste Management..............................................713-695-4055 
                   	 (trash collection Mondays & Thursdays)
Aqua Services......................................................713-983-3602
	 (Service or emergencies 24 hrs).....713-983-3604
Harris County Tax Office.....................................713-224-1919 
Reliant Energy.................................................... 713-207-7777 
        	 (give pole # of street which is out)                
Entex (gas)........................................................... 713-659-2111                  
Time Warner Cable..............................................713-462-9000
Houston Chronicle...............................................713-220-7211
Metro Transit Info................................................713-635-4000
Kirk Elementary.................................................. 713-849-8250
Truitt Middle School............................................281-856-1100
Cy-Falls High School...........................................281-856-1000
Newsletter Publisher
 Peel, Inc................. advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

Deadline for submitting articles for the Lakes On Eldridge 
North Newsletter is the 10th of each month.  Submissions are 
subject to space limitations and editorial approval. Submit at 
www.PEELinc.com
PERSONAL CLASSIFIED ADS: Deadline for submitting 
personal classified ads is the 10th of each month  for publication 
in the following month's newsletter. Submit classified ads at 
www.PEELinc.com.
ADS: Deadline for submitting ads is the 10th of each month for 
publication in the following month's newsletter. 
Please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 888-687-6444 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com for information on advertising.

Vanmor Properties, Inc. Contacts
Manager - Kate Loeffler
Administrative Assistant - Kim Stewart
1505 Highway 6 South, Suite 110
Houston, Texas 77077
Phone - 281-493-0668
Facsimile - 281-493-5654

LOEN Board Of Directors
	

Jim Flanary...............................................................President
Don Byrnes..................................................... Vice President
Chris Chinni ........................................................... Treasurer
Peter Smart.............................................................. Secretary
John Kane.................................................................. Director

Classifieds
Furniture for Sale due to re-decorating:  Sofa, swivel chair; 
silk tree; 8 x 12 rug; chair & ottoman; entertainment center. 
Call Kelli 713-896-6014 or kelli2002@sbcglobal.net can send 
pictures.

Article Submissions
	 Please e-mail articles and/or photos to articles@PEELinc.
com. Submissions must be received by the 15th of the month for 
the following month's issue. (Advertising deadline is the 10th 
of the month.)

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior
• 20 Years Experience
• Hardiplank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Pressure Washing
• Sheetrock Repair & Texturing
• Cabinet Painting
• Door Refi nishing & Replacement
• Wallpaper Removal
• Custom Staining
• Fence Replacement or Repair

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net
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Happy
Holidays!
Happy
Holidays!
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Who are we?
	 We love Jesus.  We are growing through 
study of the bible.  We find life and purpose 
in relationships.  We exist to pursue God in 
the company of friends.  
What’s Happening This Month?
	 Come join us on Sunday mornings for 
our holiday teaching series – The Gifts of 
Christmas.   Each week we will look at a 
different gift that is offered as a result of the 
birth of Christ.  Our children will be learning 
all about the birth of Jesus throughout the 
month of December, as well.
	 Celebrate Christmas Eve with us as we will 
have a candlelight worship experience with 
Christmas songs, reflections on the birth of 
Christ, and receive the Lord’s Supper.  This 
one-hour service will start at 6 pm.
Who is invited?
	 Imperfect people of all ages, backgrounds, 
and cultures are welcome to attend.

Trinity Vineyard Church
When are our Gatherings?  
	 We meet on Sunday mornings.  The morning 
service begins at 10:30 am.     Children’s 
programs are provided for those 6 months 
– 5th grade.  
	 Mid-week small groups are another 
opportunity to join us.  We study the bible 
together, pray for each other, and do life 
together.  Email or call for more info.
	 Teenagers can join us on Sunday nights at 
6 pm for The Gathering.
What is our Location?
	 We are located on Cypress North Houston 
between Huffmeister and Telge.   12022 
Knigge Cemetery Road   Cypress, TX 
77433
What is our contact information?
	 Visit our web page at www.TrinityVineyard.
cc.  Our phone # is 281-897-8463.  Our email 
is info@TrinityVineyard.cc

Advertising 
Information 

Please support the businesses that 
advertise in the Lakes on Eldridge 
North Newsletter. Their advertising 
dollars make it possible for all Lakes 
on Eldridge North residents to receive 
the monthly newsletter at no charge. 
No homeowners association funds 
are used to produce or mail the 
newsletters. If you would like to 
support the newsletter by advertising, 
please contact our Sales Office at 888-
687-6444 or e-mail advertising@
PEELinc.com. The advertising 
deadline is the 10th of each month for 
the following month's newsletter.

If you've got company
coming, a big party to plan,
kids, dogs, aunts and 
in-laws to clean up after,
give us a call. Then sit
back, relax, and let our
bonded, insured teams and
our 22-Step Healthy
Touch® Deep Cleaning
System give you and your
family the healthiest, most
thorough housecleaning
you've ever had.

Thorough, fast, reliable, courteous
100% Satisfaction Guarantee 
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	 HOUSTON – Middle age woes are hard enough to deal with, 
but throw in empty nest syndrome and it is a recipe for potential 
depression.
	 Psychologists at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston say not 
to look at it as an ending, but as the beginning of a new stage in life 
with more time to travel, develop new hobbies, rediscover forgotten 
dreams and get to know your spouse all over again. 
	 Empty nest syndrome can happen twice in an adult’s life, once 
when the kids start kindergarten and again when they move out of the 
house. The more challenging of the two is when adolescents move 
out of the house to begin their adult lives.
	 “Parents have channeled all of their energy into their children for so 
long they may not know what to do with their time once they leave,” 
says Dr. James Bray, associate professor of family and community 
medicine at BCM.  “It is actually one of the high points when looking 
at the divorce rate scale. The numbers really tend to go up during 
middle age.”
	 When people are unhappy in their marriage they usually have 
internal anxiety about something else, like not knowing what to do 
with the rest of their lives after the kids leave.
	 “It is natural to reevaluate your life every so often and even more 
natural during this stage in a parent’s life,” says Bray. “Don’t just 

Empty Nest Chance To Chase Forgotten Dreams
Baylor College of Medicine

assume that if you leave your spouse you will make the unhappiness 
go away. Marriage takes time and energy, so make the effort to get 
reacquainted. ”
	 It is a good idea to talk with friends to reevaluate goals and take 
note of some lifelong dreams you haven’t had time to accomplish, 
says Bray.
	 Now that the kids have moved out, there may be more time to take 
dance classes, travel, exercise or go back to college to retool skills.
	 Kids need to remember to stand up for themselves if parents 
become too needy or clingy. Setting a phone schedule can eliminate 
the out-of-control calling by some parents, while reassuring them 
can eliminate needless worry. 
	 “Kids can also consult with counselors if they really have an issue 
with a clingy parent or one that is having a difficult time dealing with 
the separation,” says Bray. 
	 The empty nest transition usually lasts six months to a year, 
depending on how well parents can adjust to their newly found 
freedom. 

We Create Beautiful Smiles!

S.M. Shirazi, D.D.S.
Cosmetic & Family Dentistry

713-466-3700
5630 North Eldridge

� 12+ years in practice
� New patients welcome
� Emergencies seen same day
� Payment plans available
� Most insurance accepted
� Movies available during treatment

New Patient
Special

Exam, X-Ray, Cleaning

Bleaching
Special
(Reg. $375)

$100
not applicable for insurance patients

$200
good thru 1/31/07

BRAKES
TUNE-UPS
AIR CONDITIONING

 
 
 

•
•
•

ELECTRICAL
SUSPENSION
ALIGNMENTS

 
 
 

•
•
•

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

www.autocheck7.com

6259 N. ELDERIDGE
@ W. LITTLE YORK

HOUSTON, TX 77041

BEN COLLETE, JR.
PHONE: (713) 466-9300
FAX: (713) 466-5766

QUALITY CARE CENTER
AUTO CHECK

10% OFF ANY REPAIR!
SPECIAL OFFER

with this coupon
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	 (NAPSA)-The more the cherrier when it 
comes to holiday treats. And holiday sugar 
plums are no exception. These traditional 
treats are made with festive and fun 
Maraschino cherries. 
	 Whether you are hosting a party or giving 
gifts to neighbors, these sugar plums are full 
of holiday cheer. And because they are so 
simple, the kids will have a ball helping you 
make them.

Holiday Sugar Plums
	 1	 cup butter or margarine
	 ½	 cup confectioners’ sugar
	 1 ½	 tsp vanilla
	 2 ¼	 cup quick rolled oats (optional)
	 ¼	 tsp. salt
	 ½	 cup finely chopped pecans
	 48	 Maraschino cherries
	 	 (about one 16-oz. jar)
	 Confectioners’ sugar for finishing

Holiday Sugar Plums That Dance On Your Taste Buds

These Holiday Sugar Plums are made 
with ruby-red Maraschino cherries.

	 Drain Maraschino cherries thoroughly 
on paper towels and set aside. Put butter 
and 1/2 cup confectioners’ sugar in a large 
mixing bowl. Beat with an electric mixer on 
medium speed three to four minutes, or until 
well mixed. Stir in vanilla. Add flour, oats 
and salt; mix well. Stir in pecans.
	 Shape about 2 teaspoons dough around 
each cherry. Place on an ungreased cookie 
sheet about one inch apart. Bake in a 
preheated 350F. oven for 12 to 15 minutes, or 
until set but not brown. Role in confectioners’ 
sugar while still warm. Cool.
	 For a fun presentation, use cherries with 
stems. Remove stems, bake as directed and 
then insert stems in cookies while they are 
still warm but after rolling in sugar. Makes 
4 dozen.

Professional
Fence Staining 

HOUSTON 
FENCE

STAINING 
281-257-1977

WWW.houstonfencestaining.com 

• Experienced Professionals 
• Specializing in Fence Stain 
• Fast, Reliable, and Dependable 
• Long-lasting stain finishes 
• Professional Applications that Extend 

Stain’s Life and Appearance 
• Many shades to choose from 

Houston Fence Staining      281-257-1977 
Fence Staining, Repair, and Replacement            www.houstonfencestaining.com 
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Season’s greetings
We wish all our friends and 

neighbors a truly happy 
Holiday Season.

And a special welcome to all 
those who chose 

Lakes on Eldridge as their 
community in 2006.

You Chose Well!

When you’re ready to sell your home...
For world class service, please contact:

Clive & Nancy Gardner
Lakes on Eldridge Resident Realtors®

Clive: 281-460-3168
cgardner@coldwellbankerunited.com

Nancy: 713-870-3169
ngardner@coldwellbankerunited.com

www.davidyoungteam.com
14201 Memorial Drive, Suite 202, Houston, TX 77079
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(Continued on page 9)

Texas Events - December
1-23—ORANGE: Christmas Traditions W.H. Stark House. 409/883-0871 
1-23—ORANGE: Old-Fashioned Christmas Heritage House. E-mail: 
hhmuseum@exp.net • www.heritagehouseoforange.org 409/886-5385 
1-24—HOUSTON: The Toys Take Over Christmas Tells the story of a spirited 
rag doll, who teaches her fellow toys and their creator that it is never too late to 
find the joys of forgiveness and compassion. Stages Repertory Theatre. www.
stagestheatre.com 713/527-0123 
1-24—KEMAH: Christmas in Kemah www.kemahboardwalk.com 281/334-
9880
1-24—SPRING: Home for the Holidays Celebrate the season with more 
than 150 shops offering unique gifts from around the world. www.otsid.com 
281/288-2355 
1-25—ROCKPORT: Christmas by the Bay From a beautiful boat, tour the bay 
and enjoy festively decorated homes. 361/729-6445 
1-31—BEAUMONT: Shared Visions: Texas Artists Then & Now Art Museum 
of Southeast Texas. www.amset.org 409/832-3432 
1-31—LA PORTE: Yuletide Texas See the ship adorned with lights, ornaments 
and decorations just the way the crew members did in the past. Hours are 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Battleship Texas State Historic Site. www.tpwd.state.tx.us 
281/479-2431
1-Jan. 1—CLEAR LAKE AREA: Strange Matter Interactive exhibit features 
crystals, amorphous metals, foams, glass and sand. Space Center Houston. 
www.spacecenter.org 281/244-2100 
1-Jan. 6—GALVESTON: Moody Gardens Festival of Lights The lush garden 
setting is transformed into a winter menagerie of lights. Guests can strap on a 
pair of skates and slide across the ice at the outdoor ice rink or listen to holiday 

music performed by area bands. Moody Gardens, One Hope Boulevard. www.
moodygardens.org 800/582-4673 
1-Jan. 7—GALVESTON: Scott Barber — Selected Works 1995-2005, Henry 
Ray Clark & Saralene Tapley — People I’ve Known Galveston Arts Center. 
www.galvestonartscenter.org 409/763-2403 
1-Jan. 8—HARLINGEN: Christmas Tree Forest Exhibit Call to schedule a 
tour. Harlingen Arts & Heritage Museum. 956/216-4901 
1-Jan. 8—PORT ARTHUR: Elvis: Grace & Grit Museum of the Gulf Coast. 
www.museumofthegulfcoast.org 409/982-7000 
1-Jan. 14—VICTORIA: Victoria Collects Folk Art Includes a variety of media 
such as wood sculpture, fabric art, metal sculpture, oil paintings and mixed 
media. Nave Museum. www.victoriaregionalmuseum.com 361/575-8227 
1-Jan. 15—PORT ISABEL: A Champion Christmas The Champion’s Family 
Period Room is decorated for Christmas with a tree, toys and postcards. www.
portisabelmuseums.com 956/943-7602
1-Jan. 28—HOUSTON: The Modern West: American Landscapes, 1890–1950 
Includes about 100 paintings, watercolors, photographs and supplementary 
contextual material dating from the 1890s to the mid-20th century. The Audrey 
Jones Beck Building, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. 713/639-7300
1-Feb. 18—HOUSTON: Through the Eyes of Children: The Rwanda Project 
Photo exhibit at the Holocaust Museum Houston. www.hmh.org 713/942-
8000
1-Feb. 24—PORT ISABEL: Postcards from the Past: Robert Runyon’s Postcards 
of Brownsville, Matamoros & Beyond Runyon, a Brownsville photographer, 
took photographs of everyday life in the Rio Grande Valley. Museums of Port 
Isabel. www.portisabelmuseums.com 956/943-7602 

Ask about my Gift Certificates!
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1-Mar. 31—GALVESTON: Elite Excursions: The Victorian Vacations of a 
Prosperous Galveston Family Part of a citywide collaboration celebrating the 
history of tourism on Galveston Island. Ashton Villa. 409/762-3933
1-Mar. 31—GALVESTON: Myth to Momus: Mardi Gras at Menard, 1856 to 
Present Exhibit is part of a citywide collaboration celebrating the history of 
tourism on Galveston Island. Michel B. Menard House. 409/762-3933
2—ALVIN: A Victorian Holiday Includes arts & crafts, silent auction, child 
and teen talent show, and more. National Oak Park. 281/331-2934 
2—BEAUMONT: Christmas Tree-Lighting Ceremony, Downtown Holiday 
Festival & Downtown Beaumont Christmas Parade 409/880-3716
8-31—HOUSTON: Five Course Love Five dates, five restaurants and one 
fateful night. Will any of the lovers find the recipe for romance? Stages 
Repertory Theatre. www.stagestheatre.com 713/527-0123
9—ALVIN: Stanton’s Peddler’s Market 219 N. Taylor. 281/331-4491
9—BEAUMONT: Christmas Open House at the McFaddin-Ward House The 
structure and its furnishings reflect the lifestyle of the prominent family who 
lived in the house for 75 years. McFaddin-Ward House. www.mcfaddin-ward.
org 409/832-2134
9—BEAUMONT: Symphony Ball — A Winter Gala Beaumont Civic Center. 
www.beaumont-tx-complex.com 409/504-2224 or 409/718-7854 
9—BRAZORIA: 10th Annual San Bernard River Boat Parade Lower San 
Bernard River. www.sanbernardriver.com 979/964-4332 
9—BROWNSVILLE: Half Marathon & 1-Mile Run E-mail: tiny433@aol.com 
• www.withchrist.net/riorunning 956/542-8967 or 956/492-5238 
\9—CLEAR LAKE AREA: 45th Annual Christmas Boat Parade on Clear 
Lake More than 100 beautifully lighted and extravagantly decorated boats 
travel through the Lake and up Clear Creek Channel to Galveston Bay. View 

the parade along the Seabrook shoreline and from the Kemah Boardwalk. 
281/338-0333\
9—FRIENDSWOOD: Holiday Lighted Christmas Parade Parade ends with 
Santa. Friendswood Drive. www.friendswood-chamber.com 281/482-3329 
9—FULTON: Christmas Caroling at the Mansion Join in old-fashioned 
caroling on the grounds. Begins at 6:30 p.m. Fulton Mansion State Historic 
Site. 361/729-0386
9—HARLINGEN: Extravaganza Folklorica 2006 Presented by the Gloria G. 
Canales School of Dance. Begins at 7 p.m. Harlingen Municipal Auditorium. 
956/423-0401 
9—LA PORTE: Santa’s Swingin’ ‘40s Christmas Visit and have pictures taken 
with Santa or mail him letters from the ship’s Post Office. Includes 1940s-style 
entertainment, complete with swing music throughout the day. Battleship Texas. 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us 281/479-2431
9—LAKE JACKSON: A Christmas from Dublin Stars the Three Irish Tenors. 
Begins at 7:30 p.m. The Clarion at Brazosport College. clarion.brazosport.edu 
(no www) 979/230-3156 or 979/230-3658 
9—PEARLAND: 13th Annual Tour De’Lights Bicycle Ride Join in this annual 
bicycle trek and Christmas carol sing-along. This casual 1 1/2-hour recreational 
ride starts at 7 p.m. in Independence Park and winds its way through the Green 
Tee subdivision with its Christmas lights aglow. 281/652-1659 
9—PORT ARANSAS: Carolers Afloat/Boat Lighting Parade Includes a boat 
lighting parade and caroling aboard ship while cruising the city harbor. Robert’s 
Point Park Pavilion. www.portaransas.org 800/452-6278 
9—PORT ARTHUR: Las Posadas Re-enacts Mary and Joseph’s journey to 
Bethlehem. Includes live animals and professional performances. Boardwalk, 
Downtown Port Arthur. 409/985-7822 

(Continued on page 10)



10     Lakes on Eldridge North  - December 2006

Lakes on Eldridge North
9—PORT ISABEL: Holiday Open House Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Treasures 
of the Gulf and Historical Museum. www.portisabelmuseums.com 956/943-
7602
9—SAN BENITO: Sock Hop Fund-raiser Includes Best 1950s and 1960s 
costume contest, dance contest, prizes and more. Begins at 6 p.m. Fun ’N Sun 
RV Resort. 956/399-5800
9-10—GALVESTON: The Nutcracker The Grand 1894 Opera House. www.
thegrand.com 800/821-1894 
9-10—INGLESIDE: Renaissance Faire 361/776-2906
9-10—SANTA FE: Wine & Winter Weekend — Haak Winery Hours are 2:30 
to 5:30 p.m. Haak Winery, 6310 Ave. T. www.haakwine.com 409/925-1401 
10—HARLINGEN: Tour of Homes/Beta Sigma Phi 956/425-8236 
10—LAKE JACKSON: Holiday Tour of Homes 979/265-2505 
10—LOS INDIOS: Celebration for Our Lady of Guadalupe Includes 3 p.m. 
procession with floats relating to Feast of Our Lady, 5 p.m. Mass, and 6 p.m. 
festival with Mariachi Imperial and Santa Maria Folkloric Dance Group. Enjoy 
music, games, horse rides and more. Saint Ignatius of Loyola Grounds, 24380 
W. U.S. 281. 956/399-4516 or 956/357-2946
10—PORT ISABEL: Antique & Flea Market Hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Port 
Isabel Community Center and Beulah Lee Park. www.portisabel-texas.com/
pi_fleamkt 956/943-1006 or 956/943-2262
10—ROCKPORT: Holiday Symphony by the Sea Martha Luigi Auditorium. 
361/729-6445 
10—TEXAS CITY: Christmas at the Davison Home Take a step back in time 
to celebrate Christmas the old-fashioned way. Hours are 4 to 7 p.m. 1st Street 
and 3rd Avenue. www.texas-city-tx.org 409/643-5799
12—BROWNSVILLE: Victorian Holiday Traditions Brownsville Heritage 
Complex/Stillman House. www.brownsvillehistory.org 956/541-5560 
12-17—GALVESTON: A Tuna Christmas Comedy stars Joe Sears and Jaston 
Williams. The Grand 1894 Opera House. www.thegrand.com 800/821-1894 
13—SAN BENITO: El Second Weensdee Christmas Party The Narciso 
Martinez Cultural Arts Center presents an oral history series on conjunto music. 
Begins at 7 p.m. 225 E. Stenger St. 956/361-0110 
13—SAN BENITO: Guadalupe Art Exhibit This is an art exhibit and Christmas 
celebration. Narciso Martinez Cultural Arts Center, 225 Stenger St. 956/361-
0110 
14-Jan. 11—NASSAU BAY: Winter ‘06 Open Juried Exhibition Features works 
in all media and subject matter by area artists. The Arts Alliance Center at Clear 
Lake. www.taaccl.org 281/335-7777 
15—VICTORIA: Country Opry Hours are 7:30 to 10 p.m. Victoria Community 
Center Annex. 361/552-9347
15-17—HARLINGEN: Disney’s Aladdin, Jr. All of the favorite characters, 
including Aladdin, Jasmine and Genie, appear on stage in this adaptation of 
the Disney hit. Harlingen Performing Arts Theatre. 956/412-7529 

16—EDNA: Christmas Crafts Bring the kids and prepare for the holidays by 
making Christmas crafts to decorate your home. Begins at 2 p.m. Lake Texana 
State Park. 361/782-5718 
16—HOUSTON: Houston Children’s Chorus 18th Annual Christmas Concert 
Stude Concert Hall, Rice University. www.houstonchildren.org 713/650-
3800 
16—SAN BENITO: Arts & Crafts and Pancake Breakfast Begins at 8 a.m. Fun 
’N Sun RV Resort. 956/399-5800
16—VICTORIA: Market Days Hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. DeLeon Plaza in 
Downtown Victoria. www.victoriatx.org 361/485-3200 
16-17—PORT NECHES: Trade Days on the Avenue 409/722-4023 
16, 23—HARLINGEN: Northland Country Band Hours are 7 to 10 p.m. Tropic 
Winds RV Resort. 956/423-4020 
17—BEAUMONT: Have Yourself a Rockin’ Little Christmas Symphony of 
Southeast Texas presents Holiday Pops at 2 p.m. Jefferson Theatre. www.sost.
org 409/892-2257 
17-18—HARLINGEN: A Christmas Musical First Baptist Church, 501 E. Van 
Buren. 956/423-0470 
20—SAN BENITO: Dance with the Crusers Begins at 7:30 p.m. Fun ’N Sun 
RV Resort. 956/399-5800 
21—HARLINGEN: The Texas Piano Man Show Hours are 7 to 10 p.m. Tropic 
Winds RV Resort. 956/423-4020 
23—EDNA: Campfire Carols Hours are 6 to 8 p.m. Lake Texana State Park. 
361/782-5718 
24—HARLINGEN: Folkways Oral history program is from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Harlingen Arts & Heritage Museum. 956/216-4901
27—SAN BENITO: Iowa Country Opery Begins at 7 p.m. Fun ’N Sun RV 
Resort. 956/399-5800 
30—HARLINGEN: Ronnie Furr Band Tropic Winds RV Resort. 956/423-
4020
31—BAYTOWN: Murder Me Always Baytown Little Theater. 281/424-
7617
31—BEAUMONT: Crockett Street New Year’s Eve Extravaganza Enjoy 
live music, laser light show and street party festivities. Crockett Street. www.
crockettstreet.com 409/832-2944
31—SAN BENITO: New Year’s Dance with Texas Country Band Fun ’N Sun 
RV Resort, 1400 Zillock Road. 956/399-5800
31—SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: New Year’s Eve Fireworks Bayside between 
Marlin and Red Snapper streets. www.sopadre.com 800/767-2373

Texas Events has been published with the permission of the Texas 
Department of Transportation. All events are taken in part from the 
Texas Events Calendar. All dates for events were correct at the time 
of publication and are subject to change.

Texas Events-(Continued from Page 8)

Buds & Blossoms, Inc.
Full Service Landscape Year Around

281-469-3378
Since 1989

Landscape
Design & Installation

Sprinkler Systems
License#5490

Sod Installation
Drainage

Flagstone
Custom Rockwork

14120 Cypress North Houston
in Cypress between Telge & Huffmeister

BudsandBlossoms1@aol.com

FinancingAvailable with Approved Credit

Take $3.00 off each flat
of regularly priced annuals
WITH COUPON $11.99

GARDEN CENTER COUPON

Reg. $14.99 exp. 5/31/07

one coupon per customer/no limit 

10% off your next
garden center purchase

GARDEN CENTER COUPON

ROCK NOT INCLUDED
Must present coupon before order is rung

exp. 5/31/07
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Danielle Gebara
Direct: 832-788-6002
Off : 281-664-8300 Ext. 3153
dgebara@houston.rr.com

Making Dreams Happen, One Home at a Time!

Keller Williams Top Producer
Member of Agent Leadership Committee
Resident of Lakes On Eldridge North
Sponsor and proud parent of  LOE Dolphins swimmers

•
•
•
•

Happy 
Holidays!

Because every move matters!
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(Continued on page 13)

	 HOUSTON -- Mutations in a previously unstudied gene key 
to the proper formation of the structure of collagen can cause 
osteogenesis imperfecta, or brittle bone disease, in both mice and 
man, said researchers from Baylor College of Medicine and a group 
of international collaborators in a report that appears in the journal 
Cell today.
	 Changes in genes that serve the same purpose for different forms of 
collagen may also be at the root of other connective tissue diseases, 
said the report’s senior author, Dr. Brendan Lee, associate professor 
of molecular and human genetics at BCM, director of the Skeletal 
Dysplasia Clinic at Texas Children’s Hospital and a Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute investigator. 
	 “This is truly a novel molecular or biochemical mechanism that 
causes human connective tissue disease,” said Lee.
	 Mutations in CRTAP (cartilage-associated protein) reduce or 
prevent chemical modification of a particular protein that helps to 
chaperone collagen as it assumes its proper structure. That particular 
modification, which involves attaching a hydroxy (OH) molecule 
onto the protein, is a process called prolyl 3-hydroxylation.  
	 Mice that were bred to lack CRTAP have severe osteoporosis and 
low bone mass – the mouse equivalent of osteogenesis imperfecta. 
What makes this finding interesting, said Lee, is that it can cause a 
whole spectrum of brittle bone disease in humans from lethal to mild 
forms, depending on the effect of the mutation. When the mutation 

A New Explanation For “Brittle Bone” And Connective Tissue Disease
Baylor College of Medicine

eliminates the protein associated with the gene, a severe, lethal form 
of osteogenesis imperfecta results. Other mutations can result in less 
of the protein and are associated with a milder form of the disease.
	 More broadly, this finding lends itself to the hypothesis that 
mutations in similar genes might cause problems resulting in diseases 
related to defects in other types of collagen. Collagen is the most 
common protein in the human body, and the four most common types 
are found in different types of tissues including bone, cartilage, blood 
vessels, and kidney. 
	 “A logical extension of this research might be that we would find 
mutations in related genes affecting these other types of connective 
tissues,” Lee said.
	 More specifically, the finding explains a mystery surrounding 
osteogenesis imperfecta. Previously, the only gene mutation known 
to cause the disease was dominantly inherited. That means if a 
person has the mutated gene, he or she has the disease. This means 
that the mutation causing the disease in the first person in a family 
is spontaneous and not inherited from a parent. 
	 However, in some families, more than one child has the disease, 
indicating it is inherited.  This new mechanism for the disease is 
genetically recessive, with each parent having one mutated gene and 
one normal gene. They then have a one in four chance of having a 
child with osteogenesis imperfect with each pregnancy. 
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Residential & Commercial Cleaning
Supplies & Equipment Furnished � Bonded

281-589-2042

SAVE $20!
New customers receive 

$5 OFF their first four cleanings.

Visit: www.specialmaidservices.com

SPECIAL MAID SERVICES
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A New Explanation- (Continued from page 12)  Business Classifieds

Garage Doors & Openers: 30 years N.W. Houston Resident, 
Semi-Retired. Repair or Replace any Garage Door or Opener. 
New Doors & Openers Installed. 30 years in Garage Door 
business. Call 713-725-8787. 

	 “This proves a new inheritance pattern for OI and a new mechanism 
for bone disease,” said Lee.  
	 Current studies are aimed at answering whether this problem 
with prolyl-3-hydroxylation is involved in other connective tissue 
diseases. 
	 Others who participated in the research include: Drs. Roy 
Morello, Terry Bertin, Yuqing Chen and  John Hicks of Baylor 
College of Medicine; Laura Tonachini, Massimiliano Monticone 
and Patrizio Castagnola of the Istituto Nazionale per la Ricerca sul 
Cancro in Genova, Italy; Frank Rauch and Francis H. Glorieux of 
Shriners Hospital for Children, and McGill University, Montreal, 
Canada;   Janice Vranka and Hans of Peter Bachinger of Shriners 
Hospital for Children in Portland, Oregon, and the Oregon Health 
& Science University;  James M. Pace, Ulrike Schwarze, Peter H. 
Byers, MaryAnn Weis and Russell J. Femandes of the University 
of Washington in Seattle; and  David R. Eyre, Zhenqiang Yao and 
Brendan F. Boyce of the University of Rochester Medical Center in 
New York. 
	 Funding for the research came from the National Institutes 
of Health, the Baylor College of Medicine Mental Retardation 
Developmental Disabilities Research Center and the Shriners of 
North America.

CONSISTENT  LAKES  ON  ELDRIDGE  TOP  PRODUCER

COUNCIL  OF  RESIDENTIAL  SPECIALISTS

HOUSTON BOARD INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL

AREA PROFESSIONAL FOR 21 YEARSRE/MAX West Houston Professionals
Broker/Owner

Each offi ce independently owned and operated

www.LoriBlackmon.com

Lori L. Blackmon

281-463-3300 X102 Offi ce
713-705-3050 Mobile

lorib@remax-westhoustonpro-texas.com
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CATERING & DELIVERY AVAILABLE
phn#: (713) 849-9084  .  fax# (713) 849-5682

Inside Beltway 8 Postal Center. Look for the Huge American Flag.

5829 W. SAM HOUSTON PKWY SUITE 901
HOUSTON, TX 77041

Scrumptious Cakes Made From Scratch:
~Birthday, Wedding, Specialty, & Holiday

All Decorations can be custom ordered including company logos.

Make your Holiday Dazzle!

Let us do your
Holiday Baking!

~Gingerbread House, Gingerbread Men, 
Gourmet Pies, Holiday Yule Log, Iced 

Cut-Out Cookies, Holiday Petite Fours, 
Decorated Holiday Cakes, and Homemade 

Fudge

PO

Jersey VIllage

PO
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Katie, 17*+......... •......•............. •......................•......  ........713-896-7941
Ryan, 15+...................•......•...... •.............. •.............  ........713-896-7941
Jessica, 16......... •...........................................................713-937-1383
Erica, 14............ •...........................................................713-937-1383
Thomas, 11................•............. •.......•..............•...............713-856-7372
Steven, 14.........................•.............................................713-856-5666
James, 16...................•....................................................713-466-8298
Courtney, 12...... •......•....................................................713-493-0288
Tom, 14............. •......•....................................................713-466-6878
Elisse, 17........... •......•....................................................713-896-9495
Leslie, 11**....... •...........................................................832-467-4842
Greta, 19............ •......•...... 	Christmas & Summer Only..................713-896-4170
Rachel, 13**..... •...........................................................713-896-0065
Samantha, 16..... •...........................................................713-983-9706
Max, 16............. •.............•...... •......................................713-896-7941
Madelin, 19....... •......•...... 	Summer & Holidays Only...................832-230-5997
Mathilde, 17...... •......•....................................................713-849-5050
Katie, 17................................................................•........713-896-7941
Jaime,14**+...... •......•....................................................713-849-5430
*First Aid Certified with Boy Scouts        ***Fluent in Spanish
** Red Cross Babysitting Program        + CPR (Red Cross WSI certified)

Teenage Jobseekers
The following young people are interested in making a little extra 
money.  If you would like to be included, removed, or updated in the 
next issue, please submit at www.PEELinc.com.  All information must 
be received by the 10th of the month.

For up-to-date announcements
and information check our

neighborhood website:
WWW.LOENHOA.COM

YARDMASTERS, Inc.
“Where Beautiful Lawns Begin”

281-469-5158

Mulch - Flowers
Lawn Service - Clean Ups

Landscaping
Rock - Flagstone
Outdoor Lighting
Drainage Systems
Sprinkler Systems (LI 5455)

www.yardmastersinc.com

15420 Telge Road • SERVING NW HOUSTON SINCE 1990
FINANCING AVAILABLE • INSURED FOR YOUR PROTECTION

Speech and Language Therapy

Conveniently located in the Cypress-Fairbanks area at
8955 Highway 6 North, Suite 150 (at Huffmeister)

Houston, TX 77095

Call today to schedule
your consultation!
832-593-6767

Kristie K Gatto, MA, CCC-SLP
Jennifer A Swearengin, MA, CCC-SLP

Insurance Accepted
www.speechemporium.com

Not Available Online
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	 (NAPSA)-The hubbub of the holidays 
shouldn’t mean taking a break from healthful 
eating. Fortunately, no matter how hectic 
your schedule becomes, there’s always time 
for working some delicious fruit into your 
diet.
Pears can be a great place to start. Besides 
being delicious, they’re wonderfully 
nutritious-an excellent source of dietary 
fiber that contains vitamin C and is also a 
source of potassium, with only about 100 
calories per serving.
Pears are great anytime of the day: Try pear 
halves with yogurt for breakfast. Pack one 
with your lunch. Cut one up over a dinner 
salad. Or top a dish of ice cream for dessert. 
In addition, there are many varieties to enjoy 
throughout the year: Bartlett, Anjou, Bosc 
and Comice. Each has a distinct texture, 
color and flavor that can be made into savory 
snacks, main dishes, appetizers, salads and 
desserts.
And remember: Adding pears to a main dish 

Perfect Pear: Simply Delicious Meals In A Snap
Savory Pear Pizza

 	 1	 prepared pizza dough crust
	 	 (such as Boboli)
	 3	 T. extra virgin olive oil
	 3	 cloves garlic, minced
	 2	 oz. grated, fresh Parmesan cheese
	 3	 oz. chopped prosciutto or thinly sliced 	
	 	 cured ham
	 1	 red Anjou pear, cored and sliced very 	
	 	 thinly

1.	Preheat oven to 450F.
2.	Place pizza crust on baking sheet.
3.	Spread olive oil and garlic over the pizza 
crust.
4.	Top with cheese, prosciutto and pear 
slices.
5.	Bake for 12-15 minutes or until cheese is 
melted and bubbly.
6.	Slice and serve. Serves 6.

Pears are a delicious, nutritious way to get 
your daily servings of fruit.

gives food a burst of flavor while helping 
your family get the recommended five to nine 
daily servings of fruits and veggies.
The following quick-and-easy recipe does 
not use a traditional sauce, letting the juicy 
pears bring a sweet balance to the Parmesan 
and prosciutto’s more salty flavors. Using a 
prepared pizza crust makes this an effortless 
meal or a beautiful and savory appetizer.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School

• Kindergarten through 8th Grade
• Preparation & Participation of 

Liturgical Celebration
• Computer Lab
• Science Lab
• Athletics and Extracurricular 

Activities
• Extended Day
• Social Service Projects

“Honoring St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s
Vision of American Catholic Education”

www.seascs.org
Accepting Applications

6646 Addicks-Satsuma Road
Houston, Texas 77084

281-463-1444

Fully Accredited by
TCCED

OPEN HOUSE
January 31, 2007

9:00am - 2:00pm and 6:00pm - 8:00pm
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sparkenergylp.com
Promo Code: Carrabbas  |  PUC Certificate # 10046

Don’t spend your money on rising energy costs. Choose

Spark Energy and start receiving the savings you deserve.

According to PowertoChoose.com, Spark Energy

provides low cost energy solutions to meet your needs.  

Sign up with Spark Energy’s Online Advantage 12 Plan

and receive a $25 gift certificate to Carrabbas or one of

its family of restaurants. This is our way of giving you

more of what you want... money in your pocket.

Carrabbas Italian Grill and Outback Steak House are 
in no way affiliated with Spark Energy nor do they in
any way sponsor or endorse Spark Energy, L.P. or this
promotion. To be eligible for this offer, enrollment must
be complete by December 31, 2006. 

powering family
dinners...

We can’t
make your
dinner, but
we can
help you
pay for it.
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any 
facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Lakes on Eldridge North 
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or 
form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, 
fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for 
profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law 
without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in 
the Lakes on Eldridge North Newsletter  is exclusively for the private use 
of Lakes on Eldridge North residents only. 

Did You Know?
Fun Facts:

Hands did not appear on 
clocks until the end of the 
14th century.

Many people believe the more you sleep before midnight, the 
better looking you’ll be. In ancient times, people believed 
it unlucky to set the left foot on the ground first on getting 
out of bed.

CertaPro Painters
Full Service Residential Painting Company

Interior & Exterior 
Cabinet Painting • Faux Finishing
Door Refi nishing & much more!

Save Money on your energy bill
with the new Radiant Barrier paint!

www.certapro.com

FREE ESTIMATES

281-758-0157
enelson@certapro.com

2 Year Warranty
Fully Insured

No Deposit RequiredFREE
Color

Consult
ation

®

State-of-the-Art Facility!
Elementary • Preschool • MDO

14120 Memorial (1 blk west of Kirkwood)

281-531-6088
Fully Accredited
www.yorkshire-academy.com

Est. 1984
email:yorkaca@swbell.net

Open House
Jan. 25th

5-7:30 p.m.

Come visit and see why 20 students
from your neighborhood

choose to attend Yorkshire Academy!
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Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange

Solutions can be found online at www.PEELinc.com

SSACT.
ister

Interiors

by:

Unique
Wall Finishes

Continuous Training To Bring You 
Tomorrows Faux Finishes Today

713-503-1950
Kathy Giddings

713-829-4791
Jamie Frommel

Faux Artisans

Walls, Ceilings and Cabinetry, 
& Fireplace Mantels

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing
1-888-687-6444 www.PEELinc.com

Peel, Inc. would like
to wish everyone a

Thank You
to our

2006 Houston 
Advertisers!

and say

Happy Holiday Season
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  ☎  Voice 512-989-8905                              www.PEELinc.com

Peel, Inc.
203 W. Main Street, Suite D
Pflugerville, Texas 78660

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PEEL, INC.

#1 In LAKES ON ELDRIDGE SALES 
 LAKES ON ELDRIDGE HOMEOWNER 

STEVE
HARDCASTLE

RE/MAX Westside Realtors 
281-925-3047

www.stevehardcastle.com
• RE/MAX Westside #1 TOP PRODUCER for 17 years (’89 – ‘05) 
• Top 25 Realtors in Houston-out of over 20,000 HAR 

members (Per Houston Business Journal) 
• Top 1% of all Realtors in North America (1989-2005)
• Top Twenty RE/MAX agents in Houston Area (out of 1700 

agents)
• Chairman’s Club; Hall of Fame; Lifetime Achievement Award 
• Certified Residential Specialist (held by only 4% of Realtors) 
• Broker; Relocation Expert; 25 years of real estate experience 

Site for Neighborhood News & Photos
www.loenorthnews.com


