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News for the Residents of Avery Ranch

THE GREEN CORNER

Austin’s GreenChoice Renewable Energy Program
By: Sheri Hicks

Are you looking for one more way to lower your carbon footprint?
Look to Austin’s GreenChoice Renewable Energy Program? Back
in the early days of the GreenChoice program, the lines were long,
the sign-up convoluted and the wait to actually use green energy
interminable. Those days are gone. Austin Energy has streamlined
its GreenChoice Program and signing up is as easy as filling out an
online form and clicking the button.

What is the GreenChoice Program?

GreenChoice is Austin Energy’s (Austin’s municipal electric utility)
green energy program in which electricity is derived from clean,
renewable sources.

What is different about green energy?

Green or clean energy is energy produced from clean, renewable
resources. Traditional power plants use coal and natural gas (fossil
fuels) that are non-renewable and also emit toxins, such as mercury,
a dangerous heavy metal, into the air and ground water. Those toxins
contribute heavily to air, water and land pollution and find their way
into our food sources. Fossil fuel power plants are thought to be a
large contributor to mercury found in dangerous levels in ocean fish
such as tuna. Clean power sources do not have toxic byproducts from
energy production. Clean energy is derived from sources that have an
infinite supply, such as wind and sun, therefore the price should stabilize
and perhaps decrease as generation and transmission technologies are
developed and refined rather than increase as we have seen happen to
fossil fuels over the past decade.

Where does the green energy come from?

Austin Energy has diversified its clean energy sources by contracting
with developers to utilize wind, solar and biogases to power the
GreenChoice program, making it available to more Austin residents
than ever before. Wind power is provided by giant wind turbines
located in West Texas wind farms. According to the Austin Energy
website, the wind turbines alone produce enough energy to power
55,000 homes. Biogas is provided by three landfill methane gas
collection sites that pipe the natural byproduct of decomposing garbage

into a generator and use it for energy. Solar energy is provided from
large groups of solar panels placed in several commercial locations
around Austin including the Austin-Bergstrom Airport, the Palmer
Events Center parking garage and the Habitat Suites.

How much does it cost?

To support advancement of clean power, the costs of the program are
slightly higher (today) than standard coal and gas produced electricity.
Residential subscribers are charged 1.85 cents per kilowatt hour more
than standard produced electricity which amounts to less than $20
per month. However, those rates are locked in until 2022 whereas
standard electricity may increase due to the rising costs of natural gas,
a non-renewable resource that Texas relies heavily upon to meet its
ever increasing power demands.

Why should I sign up?

The GreenChoice program uses renewable, clean energy sources to
produce electricity. Unlike traditional coal and gas fired power plants,
wind power, biogas and solar power do not add to air pollution, an issue
Austin has been struggling with for several decades now. The more
energy produced by clean sources, the less needed from traditional
polluting sources. Austin’s poor air quality was the reason behind
Austin coming under the EPA mandated Emissions Control and Testing
which led to emissions testing required during annual automobile
inspections. While we are limited in keeping pollution from blowing
in from other areas, GreenChoice is just one more way to help curb
Austin’s air quality issues.

How do I sign up?

Signing up is easy! Simply fill out the sign-up form on the Austin
Energy GreenChoice website at www.austinenergy.com. After you sign
up, you will receive a postcard (printed on recycled paper) welcoming
you to the GreenChoice Program.  The GreenChoice charge will
replace the standard fuel charge on your energy bill within 60 days.
If you sign up and fail to receive the postcard or see the change in
energy source charge on your bill, you should contact Austin Energy
at 494-9400.

Don’t want to wait for the mail?
View the current issue of The Ranch Review
on the Ist day of each month at www.PEELinc.com
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENC Y ...oovitiiiieieceeeeeete et 911
FAT@ oo 911
AMDUIANCE .....ovviiiiiiieeieciece e 911
Sheriff — Non-Emergency ........cccccoeeevvrcveniennnnns 512-943-1300
SCHOOLS
Round RocK ISD .....covooviiiiiiiiieececeeeeee, 512-464-5000
Forest North Elementary............ccoccveeverveiennnnne. 512-464-6750
Grisham Middle School...........ccceeevieviieciiennnnns 512-428-2650
McNeil High School ........ccocevieiiniieiiieeeee, 512-464-6300
UTILITIES
City of Austin Water .........ccceevecverieceenieieneenen. 512-494-9400
Perdernales EIECtric ......cccocevveviieiieciicieeeeenne, 512-219-2602
Texas Gas Service
CUStOM SETIVICE ...uveeeeveerieiireereeeire e 1-800-700-2443
EMmergencies ......ccoovevveveeerierieieeieieeeeee s 512-370-8609
Call Before You Dig.....ccceevveienieienieieeeenee. 512-472-2822
AT&T
NEW SEIVICE ..veevvvierieiieeiieciieere e 1-800-464-7928
REPAIT .c.viiiieeeeeeee e 1-800-246-8464
Billing ....ccveoveieieieieieieeee e 1-800-858-7928
Time Warner Cable
CUStOMET SEIVICE ...ocvvieerieierierieeereecieeeveeiee s 512-485-5555
REPAILS...cvieieiieieceee e 512-485-5080
Solid Waste Servies........cooevvievrieeieecreesreeneenn, 512-494-9400
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, INC...vovviveeeeeeececeeeeee e 512-263-9181
Article Submissions......................... averyranch@peelinc.com
AdVertising........ccoeeveverevereecrenirnnns advertising@peelinc.com

Advertising Information

Please support the businesses that advertise in the Ranch Review.
Their advertising dollars make it possible for all Avery Ranch
residents to receive the monthly newsletter at no charge. If you
would like to support the newsletter by advertising, please contact
our sales office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.
com. The advertising deadline is the 10th of each month for the
following month's newsletter.

The Ranch Review is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed
to use the Ranch Review Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in
anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic
copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for
profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without
written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter

y LoCcks of Lgve Kickoff

Locks of Love is a not-for-profit organization that provides free ®
« hairpieces to children 18 years and younger in the US and Canada e
+ suffering from any type of medical hair loss.
+ Girls ranging in age from 3 years old to “Moms” have signed
¢ up to donate their luxurious locks to kids who cannot grow their .
¢ own hair. Moms and daughters have joined together to support .
¢ this great cause. Girls from all over Austin, including Georgetown, .
: Round Rock, South Austin, Steiner Ranch, Grand View Hills, o
: River Place and Leander are participating. Many local Girl Scout §
. Troops (including one entire Troop) and their leaders are also §
o among the participants. Each contributing Girl Scout will earn a ¢
+ Merit Badge.
+ It’snot too late to donate your long tresses to this most deserving ®
« group of kids. Hair must be ten inches long at time of cut and can ¢
« be colored, but not highlighted or permed.
+ The next event created for these great girls is a fabulous “Girls e
+ Night Out”. There will be more fun activities in store for the donors .
¢ until December. Mom and Daughter teams are encouraged to join .
® in on the merriment. ........ all in the name of fun, fun fun!
Local businesses have come together to support and help o
¢ implement Sandra’s idea. For more information, contact Sandra ¢

« Bennett at 512-372-3500. .

is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

K5 GREEN
& COMPANTY
Tree BExperts

Owner &
Certified Arborist
Jim Seng

Professional Pruning and
Removals

Licensed & Insured

(512) 244-2323

3778 C@unfty Road 123
Building A Suite 4
Round Rock, TX 78664

—
VISA
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Austin Sees Little Change

Submitted by Weston Sythoff

The Austin area came through yet another
month relatively unscathed by recent national
economic trends. Though the area saw total non-
agricultural employment decrease by 200 jobs
in June, this reduction was caused by seasonal
employment decline due to the summer break for
universities and local school districts.

“While overall job growth declined, it’s
important to note that aside from Government,
which lost 4,000 jobs, nearly every other
industry saw growth,” said Alan Miller,
executive director of Workforce Solutions.

Leisure and Hospitality led area growth
with an increase of 1,200 jobs in June 2008.
Over the last year, Leisure and Hospitality has
grown by 2,800 jobs, a rate of 3.5%. Mining
& Construction, Manufacturing, and Finance
all experienced healthy growth, adding 800,
600, and 400 jobs, respectively. Retail Trade
added 300 jobs and has gained 2,500 jobs
since June of 2007, for an annual growth
rate of 3.1%. The only other industry to lose
jobs was Professional and Business Services,

Dee

Kelly Peel

Sales Manager
512-989-8905
kelly@PEELinc.com

512-989-8905

1. Inc.

Printing & Publishing

Publishing community newsletters since 1991

Support This
Neighborhood
Newsletter.

PO,
.

Advertise your business
to your neighbors.

www.PEELinc.com

which declined by only 200.

The annual growth rate for all sectors in the
Austin-Round Rock MSA* was 1.8% with a total
job growth of 13,900 over the last 12 months.

According to the Texas Workforce
Commission (TWC), the unemployment rate
for the Austin-Round Rock MSA in May 2008
rose slightly to 4.2 percent. The rate was 3.9%
one year ago.

The unemployment rate for Texas was 4.4
percent, and the U.S. rate was 5.5%.

Workforce Solutions — Capital Area
Workforce Board is a non-profit workforce
development organization that serves the
businesses and residents of Travis County.
The mission of Workforce Solutions is to
lead an innovative, high quality workforce
system that ensures the economic viability
of the region.

*The Austin-Round Rock Metropolitan Statistical
Area (MSA) consists of Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays,
Travis, and Williamson counties.
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The Ranch
Review

For the Residents!

Residents are able to include
personal classifieds for FREE.
The Teenage Job Seeker
section is FREE for
Avery Ranch teens.

By the Residents!

Our goal is to
keep you informed!

Accent Your Life
Come see our wide selection for custom mirrors.
We have the perfect look for all decor and every budget.

North Austin

Gateway Courtyard
9901 Cabital of Texas Hwy N.
(Next to Whole Foods & REI)

512-241-1442

www.austinfastframe.com

=i FRAM

EXPERT FICTURE FRAMING

* Design & Craftsmanship,
Yosor Tutal Satisfaction Guarantee.
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NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE

Do You Have Reason to Celebrate?

We want to hear from you!

linc.com to let the community know!

Newsletter Article Submissions

Interested in submitting an article? You can do so by emailing
averyranch@peelinc.com or by going to http://www.peelinc.com/
articleSubmit.php. All news must be received by the 9th of the month
prior to the issue. So if you are involved with a school group, scouts,
sports etc — please submit your articles for the Ranch Review. Personal
news for the Stork Report, Teenage Job Seekers, special celebrations
and military service are also welcome.

Voted Best in Child Care
10 Years & Counting!

Now Enrolling @ All Locations! Ages 0-11

Stepping Stone
SCHOOL

Contact Us!

512.459.0258
www.steppingstoneschool.com

\ AUSTIN TELCO

L FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

10 years || 15 years || 20 years

540%5.75%5.95"

PLLUS NO CILLOSING COSTS!”

Commercial
Real Estate Loans

Up to 66 mos. e

4 85’:/:“(* ge'?ﬁ,g e 6 29” N
C 72 mos. Wy

e 15 year fixed rate
5020 20 YEAR AMORTIZATION

Share Certificate Rates
APYo
Minimum Deposit

Term $1,000 $95,000
l» [ NIENT 3mo. 3.21% 3.31%
6mo. 3.67% 3.82%
LOCATIONS, 12mo. 3.82% 3.93%
’ 24mo. 3.93% 4.03%
TOTALLY FREE CHECKING ~ OVER 200 FREE ATMs

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates expressed areas low as”. **Austin Telco will pay all standard closing
costs on Home Equity loans below $100k. Additional non-standard fees will be the responsibility of the

member. Credit qualifications apply. **Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to

value of 80% or less; construction/development loan rates/terms may be different. No Pre-payment

penalty. Credit qualifications apply. Please call for details. ***Annual Percentage Yield. Penalties for early
withdrawal may apply. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject to change without notice.

Auto Loans

%
APR*

NEED BRACES,
BUT NOT IN YOUR BUDGET?

L

=N \‘-i.--- ...(

WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP!!!

Dr. Gerhardt is a general dentist who can straighten your teeth at a
cost savings of traditionally $800-1000 over going to an orthodontic
specialist. Dr. Gerhardt has 12 years of orthodontic experience and
is an orthodontic instructor for the Academy of Gp Orthodontics.
+ $100 off Comprehensive Orthodonic Treatment with this ad*
* Free braces consultation with this ad*
* Payment plans available
* Most dental insurance accepted
* Metal or Clear braces
* Invisalign
* Expires 10-15-08 * Adults and children welcome

ADVANCED FAMILY DENTISTRY
Dr. Jeffery W. Gerhardt, General Dentist
Located in Northwest Austin near Lakeline Mall

3415-A El Salido Pkwy.
Call 257-2483

www.AdvancedFamilyDentist.com
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Nature Watch

by Jim and Lynne Weber

Hummingbird Highways

One of the most abundant jewels in Texas, the black-chinned
hummingbird may be small, but its’ fall migration is a feat of gigantic
proportions!

Measuring a mere three and one-half inches long with a three and
three-quarter-inch wing span, this hummingbird weighs only three
to three and one-half grams, which is about equivalent to the weight
of a dime plus a dollar bill. The male is dull metallic green above,
gray below, black on the chin and upper throat, with an iridescent
violet lower throat known as a gorget (pronounced gore-jet). The
female lacks the characteristic coloring on the chin, upper throat,
and lower throat.

Like all hummingbirds, nectar serves as its main food source,
fueling the tiny bird’s extreme metabolism. These hummingbirds
feed on several species of plants, most notably
native penstemons, agaves, salvias, sages, and
honeysuckles. While artificial feeders supplement
their diet, they also prey on insects and spiders,

particularly during nesting season, which gives them the
dietary fat and protein necessary to breed.

The black-chinned hummingbird’s unique skeletal
structure allows them to fly forwards, backwards, sideways,

and even on their backs! This requires a wingbeat frequency of about
50 beats per second, and massive muscles that make up a third of
their tiny body weight. While the males perform an elaborate flight
display during courtship, no pair bond is formed between the males
and females. Females build the tiny nest (out of spider webs, mosses,
and various plant fibers), incubate the eggs, and raise the young,
while the males are feeding and off chasing other females. This is
unusual among birds as a whole, since this class of animals exhibits
the greatest amount of monogamy among vertebrates (animals with
a backbone or spinal column).

While most biologists believe that the shortening length of daylight
hours triggers fall migration, the black-chinned hummingbird begins
its long journey south from Texas in September, to spend the winter in
western Mexico. The number of birds migrating south may be twice
that of the northward trip in the spring, since it includes all immature
birds that hatched during the summer, as well as surviving adults.

Amazingly, for a newly hatched hummingbird, there is no memory
of past migrations, only an urge to put on a lot of weight, fly in a
particular direction for a certain amount of time and hundreds of miles,
and look for a good place to over-winter. Once it learns such

(Continued on Page 6)

CONGRATLULATIONS
Your Wﬁ@ VLA”M ﬂgf&. A

PACKAGES START AS LOW AS $895.
STANDARD AND HD OPTIONS.

ASK US ABOUT OUR “WEDDING STORY” PACKAGE

MENTION THIS AD &
RECIEVE 15% OFF!

CONCRETE FILM PRODUCTIONS
FOR INQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT
KALE@CONCRETEFILMPRODUCTIONS.COM
WWW.CONCRETEFILMPRODUCTIONS.COM

Pregnant and needing fitness guidance?
Plateauing with toddler in tow?
We have you covered - home, park, work
your time, your turf!

Special Promotion

$100 off any Total Mommy Fitness program.
Promotion code: tmf202

Contact us to get started. Our fitness coaches come to you!
912-428-3673 or info@totalmommuyfitness.com
www.totalmommufitness.com

Building the foundation for healthy families
one mom at a time

} P fﬁ

Total Mommy Fitness " s
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Recipe of the
Month:

Lemon Ice Box Cake
Submitted by Madra Ford

1 yellow cake mix

2 cans sweetened condensed milk (Eagle Brand)
1/2 cup fresh lemon juice

1 8oz. container Cool Whip

E

Bake cake as directed for two layers. When cool, slice each layer
in half, making four layers. In a bowl combine condensed milk
with lemon juice........... reserve 1/2 cup & set aside for frosting.

Use remaining juice/milk mixture as a filling between the four
layers. With reserved mixture, gently fold in the Cool Whip
and frost entire cake. Holes can be poked in cake so frosting
is absorbed. This is better if made a day or two in advance.

If you would like to submit YOUR recipe

email it to articles@peelinc.com.
~SCUBALAND ADVENTURES—
Austin’s oldest and largest SCUBA center
Ask about specials on training and gear

2 Open Water Certlflcatlons $300

WWWwW. SCUBALAND COM
Trammg Equipment ¢ Travel * Repair Service * Rental

NEW LOCATION AT THE LAKE

Anderson Mill and FM 620 (across from HEB)
11416 FM 620 N
(512) 257-2000

Stop in and see one of only two Scubapro
concept stores in the country!

NORTH: 1001 W.Anderson Lane 323-6999
L SOUTH: 3601 W.William Cannon 891-6054 |

Nature Watch - (Continued from Page 5)

a route, a bird may retrace it every year as long as it
lives! There is evidence that fall and spring migration
routes differ, with the hummingbirds following the Texas coast back
into Mexico in the fall and crossing non-stop over the Gulf of Mexico
on their way north in the spring. Perhaps the hurricane season is a
factor, and these birds have developed an innate sense to avoid the
Gulf during its most precarious weather season.

The timing of the fall hummingbird migration occurs when their
natural food is most abundant. However, you can enjoy this amazing
spectacle up-close by keeping your feeders full of clear, fresh sugar
water through at least the end October, and enjoying the company of
these enchanting little gems as they make a rest stop in your yard!

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com
and we’ll do our best to answer them.

REMEMBER, PLEASE:
Austin leash laws require all
dogs to be on a leash when
off the owner’s premises.

Landscape
Design Specific

We take your
ideas, add a
professional
artistic touch,
and bring your
landscape to life.

Call Today! Don’t miss out

on our “Summer Special”.
Mention this ad and get 10% off!
Ends September 30th, 2008

Summer
Special
10% off

Landscape Design
& Lawn Installation

» Stone Walks, Patios
& Walls

¢ Qutdoor lighting

¢ Sprinklers Installation
and Repair, all types.

o Water Features

Walker
Landscaping

No Job too big or too
small, we do it all!

512-769-7796

6  Ranch Review - September 2008

Copyright © 2008 Peel, Inc.



Avery Ranch Real Estate News

Provided by: SA@ista Salahuddin cri, REALTOR®

Buying a home Source (Lending Tree.com)
Is now the right time to buy a home? Use these few tips to find out

With historically low interest rates, today, a monthly mortgage payment can cost no more than a monthly rent
check. So, why rent when you can buy for the same monthly payments? It depends on your financial situation,
your plans for the future and, perhaps most importantly, the lifestyle you prefer.

Potential tax break

You can usually deduct mortgage interest as well as property taxes on your tax return, which can mean big
savings. If you’re in a 28% tax bracket and have a $150,000 mortgage at 7%, the first full year you own your
home you’ll most likely be able to deduct more than $10,000 in interest. That translates into a tax savings of
almost $3,000. In addition, even if you sell your principal residence for more than what you paid, you may not
have to pay capital gains taxes. (There are limits, so consult a financial advisor for advice on your particular tax
situation.)

You can build equity

No matter how much rent you pay, 100 percent of your apartment still belongs to your landlord. But every time
you make an amortized mortgage payment, you own a little more of your house. Initially, interest makes up the
vast majority of your payments, but the proportion is constantly shifting in your favor. If real estate values rise,
you’ll be even farther ahead. The longer you plan to stay put, the more of this benefit you will reap.

Pride of ownership
A house may be an investment, but first and foremost it’s a home for your family. Even without the financial
benefits, many people like the stability and sense of pride that comes with owning a home

Y —
A

— Shaista Reduced To $ 282.000
Salahuddin 15621 Belfin Dr MLS # 6205538

Realtor, GRI

Direct: 512-771-8749
Email

Shaista@kw.com

101 E. Old Settler Blvd #190
Round Rock,TX,78664

Corner lot Home in Avery Ranch. Year Built 2005,
2694 Sqft (approx) 4 Beds, 3 Bath, 2 Dining and 2

Living. Sprinkler System, Refrigerator, Washer
ELL LLIAMS | property and others! g SP ystem, g ) )
K ER Wi propery Dryer & Blinds all included. For more info call me!

Call for more
information on this

Year to date as of August 4, 2008 there have been 269 properties on the market in
Avery Ranch:

> 98 Properties for sale
» 24 Properties Under Contract/Pending Closing
> 1 4 7 P r 0pel’ tieS S OId/ CIOS ed (Source: Austin Multiple Listing Service)
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Pet waste is not the predominant or most
toxic pollutant in urban streams, but it is
one of many small sources of pollution
that can cumulatively have a big
impact if left unmanaged. In North
Central Texas the estimated dog
population is 1.2 million. The average dog
produces three to four pounds of waste daily,
according to the Food and Drug Administration. That’s
about 900,000 pounds of dog poop produced every day in North
Texas. Add to this figure cats and other smaller pets, and a significant
volume of waste is being generated daily.
Pet waste contains bacteria and parasites, as well as organic matter
and nutrients, notably nitrogen and phosphorous.

Some of the diseases that can be spread from pet waste are:

» Campylobacteriosis- a bacterial infection that causes diarrhea
in humans.

+ Salmonellosis- the most common bacterial infection transmitted
to humans from animals. Symptoms include fever, muscle aches,
headache, vomiting, and diarrhea.

* Toxocarisis- roundworms transmitted from animals to humans.
Symptoms include vision loss, rash, fever, or cough.

Engage minds and hearts

will follow.
At Primrose, you’ll discover a childhood education
approach unlike any other. Qur proprietary,
accredited curriculum assures that children are
nurtured emotionally, physically and intellectually.

Primrose School of Round Rock
15925 Great Oaks Drive | Round Rock, TX 78681
512.733.2020

Primrose School of Cedar Park West - Now Enrolling!
2021 Little Elm Trail | Cedar Park, TX 78613
512.250.2400

& Primrose Schools

The Leader in Educational Child Care™
wwwprimroseschools.com

Educational Child Care For Infants through Private Kindergarten
\ and After School )

Each Primrose School is privately owned and operated. Primrose Schools and The Leader in Educational Child Care
are trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2008 PSFC. All rights reserved.

Pet Waste: Dealing with a Real Problem in Suburbia

In addition to these diseases, the organic matter and nutrients
contained in pet waste can degrade water quality. When pet waste
is washed into a surface water body, the waste decays. This process
of breaking down the organic matter in the waste uses up dissolved
oxygen and releases ammonia. Low oxygen levels, increased
ammonia and warm summer water temperatures can kill fish.

Excess phosphorous and nitrogen added to surface waters can lead
to cloudy, green water from accelerated algae and weed growth.
Decay of this extra organic matter can depress oxygen levels, killing
organisms. Objectionable odors can also occur.

Flies and other pest insects can also increase when pet waste is
disposed of improperly, becoming a nuisance and adding another
vector for disease transmission.

Managing pet waste properly is something that everyone can do
to make a difference in their respective watersheds. Truly, proper
individual actions result in significant water quality improvement
when carried out by the majority. Unlike some forms of stormwater
pollutants, pet waste can be easily and economically managed by
the individual.

Sometimes, the ‘out of sight, out of mind’ attitude exists regarding
pet waste. Employing this flawed thinking, waste is often disposed
of in the street stormwater catch basin. Aside from dumping directly

(Continued on Page 9)

Flagstone Patios
Outdoor Kitchens

Full Landscape
Design/Installation

Water Features

Masonry, Stucco,
Rockwork, Brick,
Concrete

OL’YELLER

'LANDSCAPING,INC.

512-894-0013
WWW.OLYELLER.COM
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Pet Waste - (Continued from page 8)
into a water body, this is the single worst place to dispose of waste.
In the next rainstorm, the accumulated waste is transported quickly
and efficiently to the nearby receiving water course, polluting it.. That
said, then, specifically what can be done?
Proper Onsite Disposal

Flush it: Pet waste itself (not the litter or bedding material) can
be flushed down the toilet. The water from the toilet goes either to a
septic system onsite or a sewage treatment plant that removes most
pollutants before the water reaches its outlet. The used litter should
be disposed of in a securely closed bag in the trash.

Bury it: You can bury the waste directly in the yard. Dig a hole or
trench that is 6 inches deep, away from vegetable gardens, play areas,
and away from any lake, stream, or well. Often, the woods is an ideal
spot. Microorganisms in the top layer of soil will break down and digest
the waste, releasing the nutrients for uptake by adjacent vegetation.
Never add the waste as a fertilizer to the garden or to the compost
pile. The disease organisms will continue to survive and create a
significant health risk.

Trash it: Check local ordinances first. Putting pet waste in the
trash is against the law in some communities. Even if legal and easy,
it’s not the best solution. Waste can contribute to the landfill problems
in the state.

Leave it to someone else: Believe it or not, a number of

A

AUSTIN 360
ROOFING &
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
HAIL DAMAGE HAS BEEN REPORTED
IN YOUR COMMUNITY

CALL OUR ROOFING EXPERTS TODAY
FOR A FREE INSPECTION

* Hail Damage/Insurance Claims
CALLFOR . Roof Replacement
FREE * Roof Repair
INSPECTION ° Fence/Deck Replacement
* Fence/Deck Staining

MENTION THIS AD FOR:

$300 OFF ROOF REPLACEMENT
OR

$50 OFF ANY ROOF/DECK/FENCE REPAIR

= 512-583-0500

[-B)
www.austin360roofing.com

professional pet waste disposal services exist. These businesses
will completely remove the waste from your yard and dispose of it
themselves, for a fee.

Odinances, signage and education: Many communities have
“pooper-scooper” laws that govern pet waste cleanup. Some of these
laws specifically require anyone who walks an animal off of their
property to carry a bag, shovel, or scooper. Any waste left by the
animal must be cleaned up immediately. Call your local health officer
to find out more about pet waste regulations.

In recreation areas, trails, and public parks, ‘scooper signage’ along
with plastic bag dispensers and disposal cans should be provided. This
idea is especially critical at streamside or lake shore walking trails.

Public education is critical when addressing the pet waste problem.
Interestingly, much of the public thinks of problems associated with
pet waste as being only nuisance related-odors or aesthetics. An
actual example of this is the woman walking her
dog in the park who had brought along a 2 T
brown paper bag to collect the 150 pound ”«é @‘ \‘}
mastiff’s waste. This she indeed dutifully ‘N;;J Y
did, and then proceeded to dispose of the .
bag by....tossing it into the lake!

Brochures, newsletters, signage, local

(Continued on Page 11)

Experienced. [rusted.

Bringing UYou the BEST Value!

ALLURE

FLAT FEE LISTING OPTIONS
BUYER REBATE PROGRAM

Nicole Peel
Broker/Owner

Office #: 512-249-6299
Mobile #: 512-740-2300

www.VallureRealty.com
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Publishing community newsletters since 1991

-- Austin --

Avery Ranch
Barton Creek
Barton Hills
Belterra
Canyon Creek
Cherry Creek on Brodie Ln.
Circle C Ranch
Courtyard
Davenport Ranch
Forest Creek
Granada Hills
Highland Park West Balcones
Jester Estates
Lake Pointe
Lakewood
Laurel Oaks Neighborhood Assoc.
Legend Oaks Il
Long Canyon
Lost Creek
Pemberton Heights
River Place
Scenic Brook
Sendera
Shady Hollow
Sonoma

South Lamar Neighborhood Assoc.

Steiner Ranch
Stone Canyon
The Hills of Lakeway
Travis Country West
Twin Creeks
Villages of Westen Oaks
Westcreek
Wood Glen

Kelly Peel, Sales Manager
kelly@PEELinc.com ® 512-263-9181

512-263-9181

-- Dallas/Fort Worth --

Brook Meadows
Craig Ranch
Estates of Russell Creek
Hunters Glen
Timarron
Waterford Parks
Woodland Hills

AN

TSNS

\

\\

-- Houston --

Blackhorse Ranch
Bridgeland
Coles Crossing
Cypress Mill
Enchanted Valley
Fairfield
Harvest Bend The Village
High Meadow Ranch
Lakes on Eldridge
Lakes on Eldridge North
Lakewood Grove
Legends Ranch
Longwood
Riata Ranch
Steeplechase
Summerwood
Village Creek
Willowbridge
Willowlake
Willow Pointe
Winchester Country
Winchester Trails
Windermere Lakes
Wortham Villages

www.PEELinc.com
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Pet Waste - (Continued from page 9)

public service announcements, and evening seminars are all ways to
get the word out to the public. One very effective way to reach people
is to have a flyer enclosed in tax bills or other municipally-generated
mailings that go to all property owners.

Conclusion

The problem of pet waste disposal in suburbia is a real one. Research
has indicated strongly that water quality is negatively impacted by
this pollutant in Texas. However, unlike many other sources of water
degradation in the state, improper pet waste management is a dilemma
that can be easily corrected through education by organizations and
common sense actions by individuals.

Let’s all “doo” the right thing and pick up after our pets. Make a
difference and go green.

Classified Ads

Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...)
run at no charge to Avery Ranch residents, limit 30 words, please
e-mail averyranch@peelinc.com.

Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit)
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office @
512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

S 4

2 3 9 6
715]|6

*Solution at www.PEELinc.com

© 2006. Feature Exchange

Advertise YOUR business
to YOUR neighbors for
less than 5¢ per home.

Effective Advertising, Done Right.

Call today to Reserve your space.

Peel, Inc.

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTERS

512-263-9181

www.PEELinc.com
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Our ADC Far West and ADC Main Clinic family

3]
I
I

I

Care. For more information, visit our website at
adclinic.com.

s one friendly for your
whole family!

Family Practice ~ 512/901.4026

Pediatrics 512/901.4016
EasyCare 512/901.4031
Urgent Care 512/901.4000

practitioners and pediatricians have a new home at 2400
Cedar Bend Drive. With its own lab and x-ray and plenty
of convenient parking, we're making it even easier for the
whole family to get the care they need, when they need it.
In addition to new offices for our family practitioners and
pediatricians, our new Center offers EasyCare and Urgent

The ADC Family Practice and Pediatrics Center

2400 Cedar Bend Dr. e adclinic.com
Now Open and Accepting Appointments

DPeel, Inc.
311 Ranch Road 620 S. Ste 200
Lakeway, Texas 78734-4775

T Voice 512-263-9181 www.PEELinc.com
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