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Hurricane Ike Damage 
Reports

The Riata Ranch HOA is working diligently to repair 
damage sustained during hurricane Ike.  We thank you 
for you patience and understanding and encourage you to 
contact us at: 

riatahoa@riataranch.net
or

Debbie Spaw
dspaw@scsmgnt.com 
Association Manager

SCS Management Services, Inc.
7170 Cherry Park Dr.
Houston Texas 77095

Direct phone: (281) 500-7102
Direct fax: (281) 500-7172

FALL FESTIVAL
SATURDAY

OCTOBER 25, 2008
1 p.m. @ 4 p.m.

Concessions! Booths! 
Prize for best costume!

St. John Lutheran Church

Cy-Fair High School 
PROJECT PROM 2009

What exactly is Cy Fair Project Prom? It’s a year-long fundraising 
effort by senior parents of Cy Fair High School for the purpose of 
providing a fun, drug- and alcohol-free overnight parent chaperoned 
lock-in event for our seniors and their dates after the Prom. The 
evening is available to all seniors regardless of whether they attend 
Prom or not. Cy Fair’s Prom is Friday, May 1, 2009. Project Prom will 
be held after at the Sam Houston Race Park from 11pm to 6 am.

Our next meeting is Monday, October 20, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Cy-Fair H.S. cafeteria. Take this opportunity to be involved 
in your senior’s BIG NIGHT. There are many ways parents can 
help, and no job or donation is too small. A list of fundraising 
chair positions is still available. You can sign up at the meeting 
or by contacting our president, James Pierce. Even if you cannot 
commit the time to be on a committee, your participation in the 
fundraisers, donations, and the “Busy Parent“ fundraising program 
is just as important to making this night a success.

Fundraising and donations 
are vital to the success of 
Project Prom. We are a non-
profit 501C3 organization, 
a booster club, and begin our 
venture with little money. We 
try to organize enjoyable ways of 
raising the funds. We have some small 
fundraisers and some big fundraisers. 
Funds are used to cover the cost of venue rental, entertainment, 
food and drinks, and prizes. One of the most important actions 
you can take is to help with the fundraisers. In return for your 
donations and participation, your senior will earn points that are 
redeemed for play money, also known as Project Prom Bucks 
(PP$). Project Prom bucks are used for chances to win prizes 

(Continued on page 3)
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Emergency 
Sheriff....................................................................713-221-6000 
Fire Department ....................................................281-855-1110
Cy-Fair Medical Center ........................................281-890-4285
Memorial City Hospital ........................................713-932-3000
Poison Control ......................................................800-222-1222
Schools
Cypress Fairbanks ISD .........................................281-897-4000
Posta Elementary ..................................................281-345-3660
Spillane Middle .....................................................281-216-1645
Cy-Fair High .........................................................281-897-4600
Cy-Falls High ........................................................281-856-1000
Cy-Fair College .....................................................281-290-3200
Utilities
HCMUD #196
Billing ...................................................................281-579-4500
Repairs ..................................................................281-398-8211
Centerpoint Electric ..............................................713-207-2222
Centerpoint Entex Gas ..........................................713-659-2111
AT&T/SBC ...........................................................800-464-7928
Warner Cable.........................................................713-462-9000
Waste Mgt .............................................................713-686-6666
HOA, SCS Mgt .....................................................281-463-1777
United States Post Office ......................................800-275-8777
Library
Cy-Fair College Library. .......................................281-290-3210
Newsletter Publisher
Peel, Inc. ................................................................888-687-6444
 Advertising ............... advertising@Peelinc.com, 888-687-6444

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

 At no time will any source be allowed to use the Riata Ranch Community 
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from the Riata Ranch Homeowners Association and Peel, Inc. The information in 
the Riata Ranch Community Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Riata 
Ranch Community residents only. 

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

15th Annual WOW Craft Show
Saturday, October 11 , 9:00 – 4:00

The Women of the Word invite you to our annual craft show.  We 
have indoor and outdoor vendors offering many beautiful and useful 
items - from jewelry, candles, purses, baby items, wooden arts, and 
yard art to Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas decorations. This 
is your chance to get ahead of the holiday shopping rush!

There will be a Silent Auction, a Bake Sale sponsored by Women 
of the Word, and delicious food sold by Boy Scout Troop 533.

Our United Methodist Men will be sponsoring their annual Pumpkin 
Patch.  So bring your family, browse through stacks of pumpkins and 
capture that “Kodak” moment!  

Admission to the Craft Show is $1 for adults and kids are free. 
All proceeds go to support our local missions, including Boys and 

Girls Country, CareNet Pregnancy Center and Cypress Assistance 
Ministries as well as our missionary families.  

Good Shepherd United Methodist Church is located in the 
Fairfield Subdivision at 290 and Mason.  From Mason, turn right 
on Cypresswood Drive and follow the signs to the church located at 
20155 Cypresswood Drive. The Craft Show will be inside the gym 
and in the parking lot.  

Contact Valerie Ward at val.ward@comcast.net for vendor or other 
information or call the church office at 281-373-2273.  

Vacation Watch
At your request, the Harris County Sheriff’s Department will 

put your house on VACATION WATCH. Just go to www.
riataranch.net and look for the Vacation Watch form in the 

FORMS and DOCS section.
Your completed form will need to be submitted to the 

Sheriff’s Department 7 days prior to departure, or just call 
713-221-6000.

RiataRanch.net
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SAINT AIDAN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

…where people come together…

Check us out on the web at www.staidanshouston.org

SUNDAY’S AT SAINT AIDAN’S
8am – Worship

9:15am – Sunday School
10:30am – Worship

Nursery available the whole morning!

WEDNESDAY’S AT SAINT AIDAN’S
6pm – Dinner

6:30pm – Worship
6:45pm – Classes for All Ages

Nursery available.  The evening ends by 7:30pm.

Come see 
our new church!

13131 Fry Road
Cypress, TX  77433

Parenting Workshop
Sunday, September 28th

4-7pm
Workshops on Parenting Children; 
Parenting Teens; His, Hers, and/or Ours; 
and Parenting Parents.  Childcare provided.  
Dinner will be served.

Father Justin, 
our Priest, is 

looking forward
to seeing you at 

church!

win prizes during Project Prom. 
Cy-Fair Project Prom is currently selling Christmas wreaths and 

greenery, fresh from the Pacific Northwest. We will be taking orders 
through the end of October and they will be delivered the first week 
after Thanksgiving. Please call Lisa Reinhardt at 281-970-2901 or 
Rhonda Wesley, 281-955-0493 for more information. 

We are currently looking for volunteers to help in concession stands 
at the Texan games. Cy-Fair Project Prom receives a percentage of 
our sales. You must be trained though, so please call our Aramark 
Consessions chairman, Brett Bidinger at 281-304-8888 or by email, 
brett@bidingerdesign.com.

Sunday, November 9, 2008 is CASINO NIGHT from 5-9 pm 
held at Parkway Chevrolet, 25500 Tomball Parkway (SH 249), 
Tomball, Texas. This is a great opportunity for all adults to support 
Project Prom and have fun winning prizes, too. Tickets are $25 
each and will include dinner and gambling chips. Please call Robert 
Thornton at 281-807-1816 or Kay McGlamory, 281-955-2107 for 
more information. 

Monday, December 8, 2009 is our Golf Tournament at Houston 
National Golf Club. This will be an awesome opportunity for 
your business to sponsor a hole. We will have a silent auction, 
prizes and more! Contact Brett Bidinger at 281-304-8888 for more 
information. 

Other fundraiser projects are: Casseroles -to-Go, contact Cookie 
Walker at wmw2319@aol.com; Ink Cartridge Rebates – Sophie 
Buxton, sbuxton@bjservices.com or Kathy Kleppel, katkleppel@
aol.com; Prom Dress Boutique – Colleen Armstrong blazeball@msn.
com; Spring Mulch Sales– Lisa Reinhardt, lareinhardt@sbcglobal.
net or Rhonda Wesley, rpwesley@yahoo.com; Lollipop Sales–Joyce 
Otto, jotto307@sbcglobal.net. 
Visit our website for more information at www.CyFairProjectProm.
org or contact our President, James Pierce at projectprompres09@
gmail.com.

Project Prom - (Continued from Cover Page)

Classified Ads
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...) run 
at no charge to Riata Ranch residents, limit 30 words, please e-mail 
editor@riatranch.net.
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) are 
$50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales @ 512-263-9181 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com.
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pumpkin patchPumpkin patch
Open Saturdays & Sundays in October 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Admission: $3.00/person (age 2 & up)

Train Rides, Giant Slide, Hayrides & much more!
Old Time Christmas Tree Farmat the

7632 Spring Cypress Rd. • 281-370-9141

group outings available by appointment only

www.oldtimechristmastree.com

TURN ON KLEB RD* *FM
 249

Spring Cypress Rd.

FM 1960

Stuebner - Airline

KL
EBRd.

N

FM 2920

Ornamental iron gates, 
breezeway fences and gate 

operator sales & service. 
Free wireless keypad with 

mention of ad.
713-937-8435 EXT #102

Cell: 832-256-2148

Help Your Child Get Organized
2. Staying focused: Dentists say to brush for 3 minutes, so that means 

keep brushing, even if you hear a really good song on the radio 
or you remember that you wanted to call your friend. Concentrate 
and remember what the dentist told you about brushing away from 
your gums.

3. Getting it done: If you do steps 1 and 2, step 3 almost takes care 
of itself. Hurray, your 3 minutes are up and your teeth are clean! 
Getting it done means finishing up and putting on the finishing 
touches. With teeth brushing, that would be stuff like turning off 
the water, putting away the toothbrush and paste, and making sure 
there's no toothpaste foam on your face!

With a more complex task, like completing a book report, the 
steps would become more involved, but the basic elements remain 
the same.
Here's how you might walk your child through the steps:
1. Getting Organized:

Explain that this step is all about getting ready. It's about figuring 
out what kids need to do and gathering any necessary items. For 
instance: "So you have a book report to write. What do you need 
to do to get started?" Help your child make a list of things like: 
Choose a book. Make sure the book is OK with the teacher. Write 
down the book and the author's name. Check the book out of the 
library.

Mark the due date on 
a calendar.

Then help your child 
think of the supplies 
needed: The book, some 
note cards, a pen for 
taking notes, the teacher's 
list of questions to answer, 
and a report cover. Have 
your child gather the 
supplies where the work 
will take place.

A s  t h e  p r o j e c t 
progresses, show your 
child how to use the 

Most kids generate a little chaos and disorganization. Yours might 
flit from one thing to the next — forgetting books at school, leaving 
towels on the floor, and failing to finish projects once started.

You'd like them to be more organized and to stay focused on tasks, 
such as homework. Is it possible?

Yes, it is. A few kids seem naturally organized, but for the rest, 
organization is a skill learned over time. With help and some practice, 
kids can develop an effective approach to getting stuff done. And 
you're the perfect person to teach your child, even if you don't feel 
all that organized yourself!
Easy as 1-2-3
For kids, all tasks can be broken down into a 1-2-3 process.
1. Getting organized means a kid gets where he or she needs
to be and gathers the supplies needed to complete the task.
2. Staying focused means sticking with the task and learning to say 

"no" to distractions.
3. Getting it done means finishing up, checking your work, and 

putting on the finishing touches, like remembering to put a 
homework paper in the right folder and putting the folder inside 
the backpack so it's ready for the next day.
Once kids know these steps — and how to apply them — they 

can start tackling tasks more independently. That means homework, 
chores, and other tasks will get done with increasing consistency and 
efficiency. Of course, kids will still need parental help and guidance, 
but you probably won't have to nag as much.

Not only is it practical to teach these skills, but knowing how to get 
stuff done will help your child feel more competent and effective. 
Kids feel self-confident and proud when they're able to accomplish

their tasks and responsibilities. They're also sure to be pleased 
when they find they have some extra free time to do what they'd 
like to do.
From Teeth Brushing to Book Reports
To get started, introduce the 1-2-3 method and help your child practice 
it in daily life. Even something as simple as brushing teeth requires 
this approach, so you might use this example when
introducing the concept:
1. Getting organized: Go to the bathroom and get out your toothbrush 

and toothpaste. Turn on the water.
(Continued on Page 6)

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE
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Mary & Royce McCann 281-469-9999
Local Business Owner’s     11875 W. Little York #701

   Houston, Texas 77041
       www.houstonhomecomfort.com

Invest $69 in a 21 point furnace tune-up!! 

Winter is just around the corner! Now is the time to have your
furnace serviced before you use it.  We are so confident that our 
break through Rejuvenation Service will save you substantial
money and double the remaining life of your furnace that we’re 
offering the following bold guarantee: If your furnace breaks down
for any reason this winter, we will cheerfully refund 100% of your
money…no questions asked.

Furnace Tune-Up Consist of:
1.  Infrared camera inspection of furnace heat exchanger
2.  Test airflow for deadly carbon monoxide
3.  Test ignition system for safe & proper operation
4.  Test safety & control circuits for proper operation
5.  Test exhaust system for proper venting
6.  Inspect blower motor bearings for wear
7.  Measure temperature differences-Supply/Return
8.  Inspect and adjust fan belt tension (if applicable)
9.  Check thermostat for accuracy
10.Inspect for combustible material around furnace
11.Brush clean and vacuum burner
12.Brush clean and vacuum heat exchanger
13.Test furnace flame for proper burn
14.Clean existing filters as needed
15.Measure and adjust gas pressure for peak efficiency
16.Lubricate all moving parts, per manufacturer
17.Measure amperage and voltage of blower motor
18.Tighten and inspect all electrical wiring
19.Check for proper combustion air
20.Test for gas leaks

TACLA 1888C
21.Clean furnace exterior

NLPI-10-08

wn“We promise your furnace won’t break do
this winter or our service is FREE!”

Call Before
11:00AM

and save an
additional $10!

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL
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48 Hour48 Hour

(Continued on Page 7)

Help Your Child Get Organized - (Continued from Page 4)

list to check off what's already done and get ready for what's next. 
Demonstrate how to add to the list, too. Coach your child to think, 
"OK, I did these things. Now, what's next? Oh yeah, start reading 
the book" and to add things to the list like finish the book, read over 
my teacher's directions, start writing the report.
2. Staying Focused:

Explain that this part is about doing it and sticking with the job. 
Tell kids this means doing what you're supposed to do, following 
what's on the list, and sticking with it.
It also means focusing when there's something else your child 

would rather be doing — the hardest part of all! Help kids learn how 
to handle and resist these inevitable temptations. While working on 
the report, a competing idea might pop into your child's head: "I feel 
like shooting some hoops now."

Teach kids to challenge that impulse by asking themselves "Is that 
what I'm supposed to be doing?"

Explain that a tiny break to stretch a little and then get right back 
to the task at hand is OK. Then kids can make a plan to shoot hoops 
after the work is done. Let them know that staying focused is tough 
sometimes, but it gets easier with practice.
3. Getting it Done:

Explain that this is the part when kids will be finishing up the job. 
Talk about things like copying work neatly and asking a parent 
to read it over to help find any mistakes. Coach your child to take 
those important final steps: putting his or her name on the report, 
placing it in a report cover, putting the report in the correct school 
folder, and putting the folder in the backpack so it's ready to be 
turned in.

How to Start
Here are some tips on how to begin teaching the 1-2-3 process:
Help Your Child Get Organized
Introduce the Idea
 Start the conversation by using the examples above and show your 
child the kids' article Organize, Focus, Get It Done. Read it together 
and ask for reactions. Will it be easy or hard? Is he or she already doing 
some of it? Is there something he or she would like to get better at?
Go for Some Buy-In

Brainstorm about what might be easier or better if your child was 
more organized and focused.

Maybe homework would get done faster, there would be more play 
time, and there would be less nagging about chores. Then there's the 
added bonus of your child feeling proud and you being proud, too.
Set Expectations
 Be clear, in a kind way, that you expect your kids to work on these 
skills and that you'll be there to help along the way.
Make a Plan
 Decide on one thing to focus on first. You can come up with three 
things and let your child choose one. Or if homework or a particular 
chore has been a problem, that's the natural place to begin.
Get Comfortable in Your Role
 For the best results, you'll want to be a low-key coach. You can 
ask questions that will help kids get on track and stay there. But use 
these questions to prompt their thought process about what needs to 
be done. Praise progress, but don't go overboard. The self-satisfaction 
kids will feel will be a more powerful motivator. Also, be sure to ask 
your child's opinion of how things are going so far.
Start Thinking in Questions
 Though you might not realize it, every time you take on a task, you 
ask yourself questions and then answer them with thoughts and actions. 
If you want to unload groceries from the car, you ask yourself:

Q: Did I get them all out of the trunk?
A: No. I'll go get the rest.
Q: Did I close the trunk?
A: Yes.
Q: Where's the milk and ice cream? I need to put them away first.
A: Done. Now, what's next?
Encourage kids to start seeing tasks as a series of questions and 

answers. Suggest that they ask these questions out loud and then 
answer them. These questions are the ones you hope will eventually 
live inside a child's head. And with practice, they'll learn to ask them 
without being prompted.

Work together to come up with questions that need to be asked so 
the chosen task can be completed. You might even jot them down 
on index cards. Start by asking the questions and having your child 
answer. Later, transfer responsibility for the questions from you to 

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE



Copyright © 2008 Peel, Inc.	 Riata	Ranch	Homeowner's	Association	Newsletter - October 2008 �

Riata Ranch

�����������
�������������

�������������
������������������

������������������������

��������
���������

��������������

�����������������������

�����������
����������������
������������������
����������
�������������������
�����������
���������
������������
����������������������
���������������������������
�����������������������������

��������������������
��������������������������������������������

 

Help Your Child Get Organized - (Continued from Page 6)

This information was provided by KidsHealth, one of the largest 
resources online for medically reviewed health information written 
for parents, kids, and teens. For more articles like this one, visit www.
KidsHealth.org or www.TeensHealth.org.  ©1995-2006. The Nemours 
Foundation

your child.
Things to Remember

It will take time to teach 
kids how to break down 
tasks into steps. It also will 
take time for them to learn 
how to apply these skills 
to what needs to be done. 
Sometimes, it will seem 
simpler just to do it for them. 
It certainly would take less 
time. But the trouble is that 
kids don't learn how to be 
independent and successful if 
their parents swoop in every 
time a situation is challenging 
or complex.
Here's why it's worth your 
time and effort:
• Kids learn new skills that 
they'll need — how to pour 
a bowl of cereal, tie shoes, 
match clothes, complete a 

homework assignment.
• They'll develop a sense of independence. The child who dresses 

himself or herself today at age 4 feels like a big kid. It's a good 
feeling that will deepen over time as they learn to do even more 
without help. From these good feelings, kids begin to form a belief 
about themselves. In short, "I can do it."

• Your firm but kind expectations that your kids should start tackling 
certain jobs on their own send a strong message. You reinforce their 
independence and encourage them to accept a

certain level of responsibility. Kids learn that others will set 
expectations and that they can meet them.

• This kind of teaching can be a very loving gesture. You're taking 
the time to show your child how to do something — with interest, 
patience, love, kindness, and his or her best interests at heart. This 
will make kids feel cared for and loved. Think of it as filling up a 
child's toolbox with crucial life tools.

Reviewed by: D'Arcy Lyness, PhD
Date reviewed: August 2005

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE
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Ballé Bliss
Luxury Medical Spa

BOOK NOW
281-758-2777

LASER 360
Complete Skin Rejuvenation 
treatment is safe, comfortable 
and effective without any 
injections, surgery or down 
time.  Laser 360 uses 3 
technologies that include skin 
resurfacing, tightening, and 
coloring all in one.

Skin Tightening

Skin Rejuvenation 

Vascular & Pigmented 
Lesions

Sclerotherapy

Laser Vein Therapy

Laser Hair Removal

Acne Therapy

Medical Grade 
Chemical Peels

Contraception Options
(IUD, Implanon, etc)

Tattoo Removal

Complimentary
consultation with

Dr. Sohal

BOTOX®
Smoothes wrinkles and reduces; 

forehead worry lines, brow 
frown lines, crow’s feet,

vertical lines around the lips, 
dimpling of the chin.

Restylane®
augment lips and depressions in 

the skin including acne scars.

Perlane®

Radiesse®
effective treatment for filling 

and correcting smile lines, 
nasolabial folds, and wrinkles 

around the nose and mouth.

Juvéderm™
smooths away facial wrinkles 

and folds, like your “smile 
lines” or “parentheses” 

(nasolabial folds)

Dermal Fillers

Mesotherapy/Cellulite 
Reduction

Dermaplane
**Now available in Cypress**

DERMASWEEP
(Revolutionary Microdermabrasion System)

Promotes silky skin, stimulates blood flow, cleans pores, removes old skin, injects nutrients

Lone Star College-CyFair Perspective
Fall Fun in the Gallery and on Stage

The Bosque Gallery presents a fall invitation exhibition, “The 
Show! … Metal, Stone, Paint, Mud”, set for Oct. 14 – Oct. 30 with 
a reception Oct. 16. Go to CyFair.LoneStar.edu/bosquegallery for 
hours and information. Also coming up in October are a String 
Ensemble Orchestra concert “Da Capo Strings” Oct. 6, Jazz Band 
Concert “Just Make it Jazz”  Oct. 17 and a choral “Nothing But 
Opera” show Oct. 31 – Nov. 1. For tickets and information call 
281-290-5201or go to CyFair.LoneStar.edu/boxoffice.

Mark Your Calendars for Fourth Annual Cy-Fest Oct. 11 
Lone Star College-CyFair will host Cy-Fest, the fourth annual 
community day for all ages in the Cy-Fair community, Saturday, 
Oct. 11 on the Barker Cypress campus at 9191 Barker Cypress Road. 
Cy-Fest, the college’s gift to the community, is a day of free food, 
festivities and family fun! There are games, entertainment, face 
painting, hay rides, moonwalks, a petting zoo and more. To help 
celebrate the college’s five-year anniversary, Radio Disney will also 
be on-site. For information go online to CyFair.LoneStar.edu.

Free Fall Film Series Under Way 
The Cinema WOW! Film Series, offered as individual continuing 
education Film Appreciation classes, include an engaging 
discussion after the movie. October films include “I am Sam” 

Wednesday, Oct. 1; “In the Heat of the Night” Saturday, Oct. 11 
(at LSC-Fairbanks Center) and “Only the Brave” Wednesday, 
Oct. 22.Pre-registration is required for each film separately in this 
popular series, which is open to the community at no charge. For 
information, go to CyFair.LoneStar.edu/filmseries.

Don’t Miss this Oct. 31 Trick-or-Treat Alternative
The annual Lone Star College-Fairbanks Center Fall Festival 
is set for Friday Oct. 31.This event offers a safe trick-or-treat 
alternative for children and families as well as promotes activities 
that represent the diversity of different cultures in the community. 
Wear a tasteful costume and enjoy a free, fun family evening of 
games, prizes and food. For information, call 832-782-5000.

L.I.F.E. Lessons in October
The Learning, Inspiration, Fellowship and Enrichment (L.I.F.E.) 
programs are free and held Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in the Lone Star 
College-CyFair Branch Library (Room 131.) In October, learn how 
to choose antiques and find hidden treasures Oct. 1; discover the 
culinary art of making tamales Oct. 8; talk about election issues 
and new voting technology Oct. 15; use existing artifacts and 
objects to compose art collage Oct. 22 and create skull beads and 
learn about the Day of the Dead Oct. 29. Call the library at 281-

(Continued on page 9)
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713-937-4400
TACL-A011183C

$6800

*One System

Fall Safety Check 
on Gas Furnace*

Additional Systems $5400

Mastercard, Visa, and Discover Accepted

Make sure your student is prepared!  
Ask about our Tutoring Club guarantee!  

281-373-9200 www.tutoringclub.com
24140 Highway 290 @ Barker Cypress

in front of Randalls 

• Proven Success in School 
• Increased Confidence and Self-esteem 
• Help Throughout the School Years 
• Free Conferencing to Discuss Performance 
• No Long-term Contracts 
• Guaranteed to Succeed

Tutoring for students of all
academic levels, K-12 

Special Individualized programs for  
Math 

Reading
Writing 

Study Skills 
All School Coursework 

GUARANTEED to  
improve academic  

performance in 
LESS TIME and

at a LOWER COST 
than any other  

program. 

Learn Christmas Songs!
 Learn Christmas songs in 4-part acapella (barbershop) 

style with Houston Horizon Chorus and perform with 
us in our Christmas concert December 16th at Grace 
Presbyterian Church. No experience necessary; just be 
able to carry a tune

Rehearsals:
 When:  Tuesdays, October 7th to December 9th 
  7-9 pm
 Where:    Unity Church of Christianity
  2819 Hillcroft, Houston
  (near Westheimer) 
 Cost: FREE!!!!!!!!

 Call 877-571-4465 to register 
and come have the time of your 
life singing holiday music and 
making new friends!

www.houstonhorizon.org

Lone Star College - (Continued from page 8)

290-3213 for L.I.F.E. program information or go online to CyFair.
LoneStar.edu/library. 

Italy or China Study Abroad Scholarships Due Oct. 31
Scholarships are available for Lone Star College-CyFair’s 2009 
summer study abroad programs to Italy and China. Join Rob Coyle 
and Buck Buchanan for Western Civilization I and World Geography 
at the Vesuvian International Institute in Castellammare di Stabia, 
Italy or Carolyn Ho and Robert O’Brien for Beginning Chinese I 
and World History I at Zhejiang University in Hangzhou, China. 
The scholarship deadline is Nov.1, 2008. The deadline for applying 
to either program is March 1, 2009. For information, go to CyFair.
LoneStar.edu/studyabroad or call 281-290-1055.

Advertising Information
 Please support the businesses that advertise in the Riata 
Ranch Community Newsletter. Their advertising dollars make 
it possible for all residents to receive a newsletter at no charge. 
No homeowners association funds are used to produce or mail 
the newsletters. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our Sales Office at 888-687-6444 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com for ad information and pricing.
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We Challenge What You Pay For Electricity!
If SparkPowerBank isn’t your current electricity provider…chances are you're paying too much!

I’m Texas Energy Analyst Alan Lammey. Maybe you’ve heard me on the radio talking about the 
market forces that drive energy prices. I’m here to tell you that you’re not stuck paying those high 
prices to big electric companies anymore! Stop it.

Why pay more than you have to? Those days are over!

Why would you want to go with an electric provider that charges you more, when you can go to
www.sparkpowerbank.com and pay far less for the same electricity?

SIGN-UP ONLINE

TODAY!

Please choose "Newsletter Ad" as your referral on the SparkPowerBank.com website.

Make sense?

www.sparkpowerbank.com

Cypress Christian School Welcomes New 
Principal

Cypress  Christian School is pleased 
t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Donna Stumbaugh to the position of 
elementary principal.

“Mrs. Stumbaugh has committed her time, 
talents, and energy during the last 12 years 
to minister to students, parents, and teachers 
at Cypress Christian School,” said Dr. Glenn 
Holzman, Head of School. “Her proven 
experience in curriculum development and 
improvement, as well as her extraordinary 
organizational and leadership skills, allow 
her to join the administrative team this year. 
Mrs. Stumbaugh is unquestionably dedicated 
to Christian education. She understands that 
Christian education is an opportunity to instill 
Christian values through scripture. She is 
committed to the ideal that teachers are living 
examples of who Christ is, as they teach about 
God’s world through God’s word.”

Mrs. Stumbaugh’s education 
and experience include the 
following: 
• Bachelor of Science in Education 

from University of Arkansas
• Master’s Degree in Learning 

Disabilities from University of 
Tulsa

• Gifted and Talented and Mid-
management certificates from the 
University of St. Thomas

• Texas Certification: Elementary 
Education, Learning Disabilities, 
Gifted and Talented and Mid-
Management

• More than 28 years of experience 
in curriculum development and 
classroom instruction

Cypress Christian 
Students 

Travel to Spain 
Several CCS secondary students had the 

opportunity to travel to Spain for a ten-day, 
educational tour this past June. 

The students had an incredible time 
learning about architecture and visiting 
historical and cultural sights studied in class.  
The students spoke with native Spaniards 
on a daily basis, which reinforced grammar 
and vocabulary as well as boosted their 
self confidence in speaking.  The majority 
of the students had not traveled outside of 
the country and this trip provided many 
opportunities for personal growth, as well 
as academic benefits.

CCS students who went on the trip included 
Jessica LeDay, Elisabeth 
Dunn, Hallie Salmon, Brian 
Fredrich, Casey Salzar, and 
Jordyn McCain.
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Greg Riddle
Owner

832-593-7555

Dynamic
Air & Heat

www.dynamicairandheat.com

Financing Available (WAC)

FREE ... 10-Year... All
Parts & Labor Warranty

with purchase of
16 SEER RUUD A/C

Dynamic
Air & Heat Air & Heat 

Texas License TACLB19658E
Offer Expires Dec. 31, 2008

Stay Safe and Enjoy A Toasty Warm Winter

Call before the 2009 price increases!

*Parts extra.  Multiple unit discounts same home. Not valid with any other offer.

Check-Ups look for potential problems before the busy winter season. 
Tune-Ups increase efficiency and help your equipment last longer.

Furnace
Check-Up
$5995

Cannot be combined
with any other offer,
coupon or special.

Expires Dec. 31, 2008

Furnace
Tune-Up
$8995

Cannot be combined
with any other offer,
coupon or special.

Expires Dec. 31, 2008

50% OFF
Carbon

Monoxide
Alarm

W/purchase of 1-Year
Preventative Maintenance

Agreement
Expires Dec. 31, 2008

10% OFF
Any Repair &
NO Service

Charge
with repair. Cannot be

combined with any other
offer, coupon or special.
Expires Dec. 31, 2008

Call
Before

The
First
Cold

Snap

$799Queen
Set

 

Deluxe Edition

$1099 King Set

LIMITED TIME! 
Choice of Comfort

Queen Set STARTING AT $399.00

 

Queen Set STARTING AT $399.00

$799Queen
Set

 

Deluxe Edition

$1099 King Set

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED™
Walter & AnJanette Bond

FREE
12 months
Financing

FREE
Set up
& Removal

Queen Set STARTING AT $399.00

 

FREE
12 months
Financing

FREE
Set up
& Removal

12343 Barker Cypress, Suite 190 . Cypress, TX 77429
281-256-8872 . americasmattress.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED™

GRAND

Judy Dierker Holiday Market
 A Shopper’s Heaven on Earth!  The Foundry United 
Methodist Church will host over 100 vendors at its annual Judy 
Dierker Holiday Market on Saturday, October 18, 2008, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.  You’ll find terrific values on a wide array of goods from 
vendors offering handcrafted items, fall & Christmas specialties, 
gourmet baked goods, children’s toys, clothing, jewelry and more 
in a fun and friendly marketplace.  You can also shop The Foundry 
General Store where every cent you spend benefits local and foreign 
missions.  And, when you’re hungry, be sure to stop by our Texas 
Tea Room, open 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., and enjoy salads, desserts, 
and coffees.  Admission to the market is FREE; purchase tea room 
tickets at the event for $10 each (all proceeds benefiting missions).  
Come rain or shine!  Foundry is located at 8350 Jones Road, 1-½ 
blocks north of Hwy 290.  For more information, call 713-937-9388 
or see www.foundryfamily.org.

Cy-Fair ISD & Volunteers in 
Public Schools (VIPS):

A Winning Combination
VIPS is an acronym for Volunteers in Public Schools.  VIPS in Cy-

Fair ISD center the attention of their service on supporting students 
and staff and making a significant contribution to the education of 
children.  These dedicated individuals, who give freely of their time 
and resources, impact the academic and personal development of 
Cy-Fair students.  Cypress-Fairbanks ISD is fortunate to be able to 
draw from a diversity of skills and knowledge in its community. 

The district VIPS Executive Board spearheads the business of 
the VIPS.  This board is comprised of volunteers elected to take 
on specific responsibilities offering support, guidance, and training 
to all volunteers in the district.  The VIPS Executive Board meets 
monthly to evaluate and address the needs of the district and distribute 
information relating to volunteer and community activities and 
strengthen parental involvement in education.

If you are interested in becoming part of the winning combination at 
Cy-Fair schools as a volunteer, and making a difference, or would like 
more information, please contact Pam Scott, Partners in Education 
Director at 281-894-3950. 

(Continued on page 12)
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STRONG Vision Center
281-373-3063

• Thorough Adult & Childrens Eye Exams
• Treatment of Eye Disease/Infection
• Large Selection of Glasses & Contact Lenses
• Most Vision Insurance Accepted
• Free Lasik Consultation
• Board Certified Opticians
• Authorized Oakley
  Sunglass Dealer

Mon-Fri 9-6
Sat 9-3

17445Spring Cypress @ 290 • Suite G
Next to Kroger Signature

DR. JANE A.P. STRONG
THERAPEUTIC OPTOMETRIST

Cypress Resident

www.strongvisionctr.com

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior
• 20 Years Experience
• Hardiplank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Pressure Washing
• Sheetrock Repair & Texturing
• Cabinet Painting
• Door Refi nishing & Replacement
• Wallpaper Removal
• Custom Staining
• Fence Replacement or Repair

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

Cy-Fair ISD & Volunteers in Public Schools (VIPS):
A Winning Combination
October 2008 Upcoming Events
October 1 Math Training – 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., Berry Center

Participants will have an opportunity to review the first semester 
curriculum in grades 1-5, use some of the technology applications 
available to teachers and students, learn more about the 4-step 
problem solving process, and explore some of the components of 
Singapore Math being used with students in elementary math.

October 7 Junior Achievement Coordinator Training – 9:30 a.m. to 
12 p.m., Berry Center
Specifically for those who will take responsibility for implementing 
the JA program for their campus.

October 7 Junior Achievement Volunteer Training – 9:30 a.m. to 12 
p.m., Berry Center
The purpose of Junior Achievement is to educate and inspire young 
people to value free enterprise, understand business and economics, 
and be workforce ready.

October 9 Sooper Puppy Training – 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., Berry Center
Sooper Puppy is a first grade class series dealing with life lessons, 
facing dilemmas and arriving at solutions by making good 
choices.

October 15 Hearing Certification Training – 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Berry Center

Become a State certified trained volunteer to assist your CFISD 
school in hearing testing for the students. Please RSVP to your 
school nurse by October 10.

October 16 Vision Certification Training – 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., Berry Center
Become a State certified trained volunteer to assist your CFISD 
school in vision testing for the students. Please RSVP to your 
school nurse by October 10.

October 23 Classroom Assistance – 10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m., ISC West
Learn basic classroom technology tips to assist students in the 
classroom. A campus administrator or VIPS liaison approval 
signature is required for this free technology training. 

October 28 Junior Achievement Volunteer Training – 9:30 a.m. to 
12 p.m., Berry Center

October 28 Microsoft Word I & II – 10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m., ISC West
Learn simple to moderate applications of Microsoft Word software. 
Administrator signature approval required to register for this free 
technology training. 

October 30 Fall Conference – 8:00 a.m. to 2 p.m., Berry Center
A day of informative workshops is offered to volunteers, staff, 
parents and community members designed to support the work of 
volunteers in all district schools.

VIPS - (Continued from page 11)
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Robare & Jones is helping neighbors, just like you, become more comfortable 

with their financial planning – and prepare for their retirement years. We are 

a local, independent asset management company that offers the personal 

service and professional expertise to help you enjoy the good life. To schedule 

a personal, no-obligation meeting call 281-374-0756.

Two Chasewood, 
20405 State Highway 249, Suite 580
Houston, TX 77070 

281-374-0756 tel   
info@robare-jones.com   
www.robare-jones.com Se
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When I retire, I plan to

a. Wake up as early as possible, so that I can check the market.
b. Pace around my house aimlessly, obsessing about my finances.
c. Keep my resume up-to-date, just in case.
d. Do whatever I want. And love it.

(if you answered d., you might want to give us a call)

Peel_half-page_ad_#3.indd   1 8/20/2008   10:47:24 AM

BOOK FAIR Benefiting The Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts, 
November 1 - 2, 2008

To help support the Pearl Fincher 
Museum of Fine Arts now open in 
Northwest Houston, Barnes & Noble 
Book Sellers at Champions Village will 
be sponsoring a Book Fair November 
1-2, 2008.  A weekend of special events 
for all ages is planned for the Book Fair 
including a presentation and display of 
the 2008 Student Art Contest Winners.  
There will be an art project for the kids, 
balloons, critters from the Texas Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Coalition and giveaways.

Support the Pearl by shopping at Barnes 
& Noble at Champions Village, 5303 FM 
1960 West, for all of your book needs 
using a special Book Fair voucher that is 
available on line at www.pearlmfa.org.  
If you forget your voucher, just let them 

know at checkout that you want to support 
the Pearl. It is that easy.  Stop by and learn 
all about our wonderful fine art museum right 
here in the Cypress Creek area. See the great 
art work our young students are doing.  A 
portion of all in-store purchases will benefit 
The Pearl. 

R e m e m b e r,  C h e e s e c a k e  F a c t o r y 
cheesecakes are available from the Barnes 
& Noble Café and can be pre-ordered.  Get 
your Cheesecake Factory cheesecake for the 
holidays while supporting the Pearl at the 
same time.  Cheesecakes can be picked up 
and paid for during the book fair and can be 
frozen for the holiday season.

The next meeting of the Volunteer Guild 
will be Monday, October 27th at 9:30 in 
the Northgate Room at the museum.  There 

will be a brief business meeting followed 
by a presentation by Dave Koenig of 
the Houston Area Blacksmith’s 
Association and Lyn Huck of the 
Houston Area Metal Arts Guild.  
To become a Pearl Fincher Guild 
Member and learn more about 
upcoming Guild presentations and 
opportunities, contact Carolyn 
Clayton at kclayton@flash.net. 

For more information, please 
visit us online at www.
pearlmfa.org or call 281-
376-6322.  
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U.S. Senators (Texas)
John Cornyn(R)  
517 HART SENATE OFFICE BLDG 
WASHINGTON DC 20510  
Phone: (202) 224-2934
Fax: (202) 228-2856
Email: cornyn.senate.gov

Kay Bailey Hutchison (R)  
284 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BLDG 
WASHINGTON DC 20510  
Phone: (202) 224-5922
Fax: (202) 224-0776   
hutchison.senate.gov
 
U.S. House of Representatives (Texas)
(District 7)
John Abney Culberson (R )  
Capital Office
U.S. House of Representatives
1728 Longworth House Office Building
Washington 20515 
Phone: (202) 225 2571 
Fax: (202) 225 4381
District Office
10000 Memorial Drive
Suite 620

Houston 77024 
Phone: (713) 682 8828 
Fax: (713) 680 8070  
Email:  http://www.culberson.house.gov/
contactinfo.aspx 
Website: http://www.culberson.house.gov/ 

Texas Senator (District 7)  
Dan Patrick (R )
Capital Office
PO Box 12068
Capitol Station
Austin 78711 
Phone: (512) 463 0107 
Fax: (512) 463 8810 
District Office
11451 Katy Fwy
Suite 209
Houston 77079 
Phone: (713) 464-0282 
Fax: (713) 461-0108
Email: http://www.patrick.senate.state.tx.us/
Website: http://www.patrick.senate.state.tx.us/ 

Texas House of Representatives
(District 130)   
Corbin Van Arsdale (R )
Capital Office
House of Representatives, Room E1.412
PO Box 2910
Austin 78768 
Phone: (512) 463 0661 
Fax: (512) 463 4130 
District Office
12777 Jones Road
Suite 175
Houston 77070 
Phone: (281) 469 9130 
Fax: (281) 469 4130 
Email: corbin.van_arsdale@house.state.tx.us 
Website: http://www.house.state.tx.us  
 
County Commissioner (Precinct 3)  
Steve Radack
Administration Building
1001 Preston, Suite 924
Houston TX 77002 
Email: pct3@hctx.net 
Website:http://www.pct3.hctx.net/ 
Phone: (713) 755 6306 
Fax: (713) 755 8928

Do You Know Who Represents You?

Spring Cypress at Skinner Road
17255 Spring Cypress Road, Suite A

www.txercare.com

281-304-9113

Texas Emergency Care Center is open 24 hours a day.
We’re committed to delivering comprehensive medical services in a
comfortable environment with little to no wait time – day or night.

You’ll experience:
• A full-service facility equipped with a complete laboratory,

radiology, CT scanning and cardiac monitoring.
• Prompt, friendly and caring service.
• Quality face time with a physician who is both emergency

residency-trained and Board Certified in Emergency Medicine.

After all, emergencies just can’t wait.

Ready or not ... we are.

NOW OPEN Emergency Room Open 24 Hours

All private insurance accepted.

Accredited by the Joint Commission of
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations
for our commitment to excellence.

TECS ad-newsletter 7.5x5-Peel:Layout 1  7/7/08  9:21 AM  Page 1
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Teenage Job Seekers

 Please place my name on the TEENAGE JOB SEEKERS list 
in the RANCH REVIEW.

Signature _________________________________________
 

Please check appropriate boxes:
  Baby-sitting
  Pet Care
  House/Plant Care
  Lawn Care

Name _____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Age _________ Phone _______________________________

I give my permission for my child’s name and phone number to be 
entered in THE RANCH REVIEW as a TEENAGE JOB SEEKER

__________________________________________________
 Parent’s Signature

Clip and mail to:  The Ranch Review c/o SCS managemenet
 7170 Cherry Park Drive, Houston, TX 77095

Personal Classified Ads
 The RANCH REVIEW runs personal classified ads that are FREE 
to residents. If you would like to place and add, please email your 
submission to editor@riataranch.net. Your submission must be 
received by the 10th of the prior month.

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE

We currently publish newsletters
for the following subdivisions in Houston:

1-888-687-6444

Blackhorse Ranch
 Bridgeland

Coles Crossing
Cypress Mill

Enchanted Valley
Fairfield

Harvest Bend The Village
High Meadow Ranch

Lakes on Eldridge
Lakes on Eldridge North

Lakewood Grove
Legends Ranch

Longwood
Riata Ranch
Steeplechase
Summerwood
Village Creek
Willowbridge
Willowlake

Willow Pointe
Winchester Country
Winchester Trails
Windermere Lakes
Wortham Villages

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing
Publishing community newsletters since 1991

www.PEELinc.com

Kelly Peel, Sales Manager
kelly@PEELinc.com
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