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News For The Residents of Summerwood

Ever Imagined a Shopping Spree 
Where the Clothes are Free?

Submitted by: Jane Seaman

At present we are all looking for ways to cut back on expenses, so 
what if I told you there’s a place where you can shop with no need 
for a credit card, a check book, or cash and that this wonderful place 
is right on your doorstep, literally.  

As an Image Consultant when a client says they “have nothing 
to wear” the first thing I do is take them shopping in their closet, 
because within lies a multitude of opportunities.  Consider what is 
actually in your closet; clothes that you liked when you purchased 
them, clothes from the past that remind you of a particular time 
or event and possibly some clothes that were gifted.  But so many 
items are never worn.  Why?  When my clients have an opportunity 
to consider this, their response is often the same; the closet is so full 
they forget what they have, they are bored with their clothes, some 
items no longer fit, some items are out of style, or they have nothing 
to match it with.  Does this sound familiar?  

Think again!  Your closet can become your personal boutique, 
all you have to do to shop there is allocate some time.  If possible 
include a family member or friend to help and encourage you.  Then 
open up your closet and go shopping. Take out each clothing item 
and really, really look at it.  If it doesn’t fit, could it be made to fit? 
There are an abundance of excellent tailors in Houston.  Look at the 
item differently, let’s say it was a long paisley dress, could it now be 
shortened and worn over leggings for a more modern look?  Could 
you remove the sleeves, add a belt?  Often styles have changed with 
Jackets and the ones in your closet may now be too long, or have 
those wonderful ‘Dallas’ shoulder pads.  Yes, they are still lurking 
in closets everywhere!  Could the shoulder pads be removed and 
the jacket shortened?  Sometimes it’s simply a case of changing 
the buttons.  Imagine that navy jacket with new bright red buttons, 
a red tee and denim jeans, it might just work.  

The key to successful closet shopping is to have fun and think 
outside of the box; try that cocktail dress on then add a denim jacket 
and a simple pair of sandals for a more dressed-down look.  Add 
bright accessories to a tee and a pair of slacks for a more dressed-up 
look.  Try colors together you would never have dreamed of matching, 
you’ll be wonderfully surprised.  Forget those old rules of Black and 
Brown should not be worn together, yes, they can.  Consider ‘color 

blocking’; put together an outfit entirely in one color, right down 
to the shoes, this will minimize horizontal lines on the body and 
is guaranteed to make us look taller and slimmer.  Now add bright 
accessories to give the outfit a wow factor.  Forget the rules and be 
creative. The chances are, at minimum, you’ll find six to ten new 
outfits in YOUR closet.

When returning your clothes to the closet hang them in groups; put 
all your jackets together and then the same for trousers, blouses, skirts, 
dresses.  For your tops try hanging them in order of sleeve length.  
Hang your suites as separate pieces so you can visually see that they 
can be worn with other items other than just as a suit.

And at the end of your closet shopping you may have found some 
items that have to go.  Take a look at these items closely and ask has 
the item been worn much, is it somewhat in style? If so, then make 
sure they are cleaned 
and pressed and take 
them along to one of 
the many consignment 
stores.  You might just 
earn some extra cash.  If 
you feel the item is not up 
to being sold then a charity 
will make good use of it?  
And finally, in six months 
time go through the 
whole process again 
and reinvent some 
new outfits from 
your personal 
boutique….what 
fun!
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Emergency Situations ........................................................................911
Harris County Sheriff's Dept. (Dispatch)  .........................713-221-6000
 Constable - Precinct 3 ..................................................281-427-4791
Sheldon Road VFD (Dispatch) .........................................281-847-3300
South Lake Houston EMS (Dispatch) ...............................281-459-1277
Dead Animal Pick-Up (Precinct 1) ...................................281-820-5151
Animal Control .................................................................281-999-3191
 After Hours ..................................................................281-221-5000

UTILITY SERVICE NUMBERS
Public Utility Commission Consumer Hotline .................888-782-8477
Summerwood Technologies ..............................................281-225-1000
 (Telephone, Cable, Alarm Monitoring)
Southwestern Bell Telephone ............................................800-464-7928
Entex Gas .......................................................................... 713-659-2111
Houston Lighting & Power (HL&P) .................................713-207-7777
Municipal Utility District (MUD #342) ............................713-983-3602
 24 Hour Service Number .............................................713-983-3604
Garbage Pick-Up (Republic Waste) ..................................281-446-2030
 (Pick up on Mon. & Thurs - Garbage must be out by 7 a.m.)

SUMMERWOOD MARKETING
Summerwood New Home Center ..................................... 281-225-1111
 14111 Summerwood Lakes Drive; Houston, TX 77044

SCHOOLS
Summerwood Elementary .................................................281-641-3000

POST OFFICE
Post Office .........................................................................713-631-2098
 9604 Mesa Drive; Houston, TX 77078

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc. ............................................................................888-687-6444
    Article Submissions ...................................... articles@PEELinc.com
 Advertising ..................... advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Summerwood Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any 
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the Summerwood Newsletter is exclusively for 
the private use of Peel Inc.

LAKEWOOD CRUSADERS
New Beginnings Bible Study

Every 3rd Friday 
7:30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M.

Summerwood Community Center
ALL ARE WELCOME

INCLUDING CHILDREN
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED

Contact:
Pastor Floyd and Alva Perry

gdnw@swbell.net
281-436-0779 

Advertising Information
Please support the businesses that advertise in the Summerwood 
Newsletter. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
residents to receive a newsletter at no charge.  No homeowners 
association funds are used to produce or mail the newsletters.  If 
you would like to support the newsletter by advertising, please 
contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 888-687-6444 or advertising@
PEELinc.com for ad information and pricing.

 ENERGETIC SALES REPRESENTATIVES

WANTED FOR WORKING FROM HOME, 
EARNING EXTRA INCOME, AND

SELLING ADS IN YOUR NEWSLETTER

WANTED

VISIT WWW.PEELINC.COM/JOBS.PHP FOR MORE INFORMATION

888-687-6444   www.PEELinc.com

REWARD
COMMISSION BASED INCOME

BY PEEL INC.
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re you tired of being tired? Fatigue can zap the energy, productivity, and pleasure
right out of life. Try these fatigue-fighting tips to keep your energy level high:
Move more – Exercise stimulates circulation, and helps to release feel-good

hormones in the body that improvemood and fight off fatigue.
Fuel up –Always eat a full breakfast, andmaintain a healthy diet. Eat smaller,more
frequentmeals to help keep blood sugar levels balanced.

Drink more – Water, that is - Drinking water can help deliver all those
nutrients you ingest to the right places, and flush out toxins that make
your body weak.
Snooze more – Sufficient, quality sleep is necessary for your body to store
up energy for the next day. Sleepless night? Catch a catnap the next day
to help recharge.
Get all wet – Take an energizing shower to increase blood circulation.
Alternate between hot and cold water (one minute each), ending with
cold water.
Stress less – Build somedowntime into your stressful day to unwind through
exercise, meditation, listening tomusic, or whatever works for you. The
better you handle your stress, the less likely you are to suffer from fatigue.

heweather is improving
and it’s time to think
about enjoying the

yard. If youwant a change
of landscape, I’ll help you
findahomewith a larger or
smaller yard, or maybe no
yard at all – call me today!

pring is in the air, whichmeans flowers, baseball games, barbecues, and diets to
shed that “winterweight”before swimsuit season. Springalsomeans it's time for
somehomemaintenanceafterawinterofneglect.So,musterupsomemotivation

and use these simple tips to put the inside of your home in tip-top condition.

•Do yourself a favor and try out your air conditioning system before the first hot day;
otherwise, there’ll be a long, smolderingwait for an overbooked repairman. Change
the filter, inspect hose connections, andmake sure the drain pans are draining freely.

•Check and clean the clothes dryer exhaust duct and kitchen exhaust hood and filter.
•Vacuum the refrigerator coils and your refrigeratorwill runmuch
more efficiently.

• Inspect, clean and test your smoke and carbonmonoxide alarms.
•Clean everything, top to bottom!Use non-toxic soaps for better
indoor air quality.

S

ome people don’t realize
the benefits of a Home
Protection Plan. However, as

an experienced Real Estate
Professional, I would like to explain
how a quality Home Protection
Plan can benefit you, whether you
are selling or buying a home. A
good Home Protection Plan
ensures the repair or replacement of
major covered home systems and
appliances that fail due to normal
use. For Sellers, this provides
added value to your home when it
is on the market. For Buyers, this
means peace of mind and
confidence in the purchase of your
home. I advise all my clients to
include a Home Protection Plan
with their transaction, and
the company I trust to provide the
best service and coverage is
Old Republic Home Protection.
Callme today formore information
about how this valuable service can
be put to work for you.

S

SPRING Into Home Maintenance

Fatigue Fighting FactoidsT
A

o you have colleagues and
friends in your social or
professional network who

need help with a real estate
transaction? Please refer them to
me, and I’ll put all of my skills
and experience to work on
their behalf.

D

If you are working with another Real Estate Professional, please disregard this notice. Copyright © 2009

TRACY MONTGOMERY
tracy@tracysoldit.com

Mobile: (713) 825-5905

Making Dreams Come True....One home At A Time!
Website:   www.tracysoldit.com
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We Challenge What You Pay For Electricity!
If SparkPowerBank isn’t your current electricity provider…chances are you're paying too much!

I’m Texas Energy Analyst Alan Lammey. Maybe you’ve heard me on the radio talking about the 
market forces that drive energy prices. I’m here to tell you that you’re not stuck paying those high 
prices to big electric companies anymore! Stop it.

Why pay more than you have to? Those days are over!

Why would you want to go with an electric provider that charges you more, when you can go to
www.sparkpowerbank.com and pay far less for the same electricity?

SIGN-UP ONLINE

TODAY!

Please choose "Newsletter Ad" as your referral on the SparkPowerBank.com website.

Make sense?

www.sparkpowerbank.com

Don’t Become a Statistic!
Submitted by Allison Weaver

Statistics tell us that the number of new gym memberships skyrocket 
in January and plummet by the end of March. The same holds true for 
some who go it alone and start a brand new regimen with their family, 
friends, or private trainers/classes…..do NOT become a statistic!! You 
can do this – you can keep it going! Restart, take a different tact, try 
a new food, start getting outside again and be rejuvenated when the 
sun comes out – whatever it takes. It is never over when you make a 
mistake, fall off the horse, eat a pan of brownies, or otherwise bring 
to a halt your journey toward a full, vital, healthy lifestyle. It is also 
never too late to begin again.

Re-check your fitness routine. Is it realistic? What is your schedule 
really like? Do you need to get yourself to bed 15 mins earlier so you 
can wake up earlier to get a jump start on your day? 15 minutes of 
stretching, jumping jacks, pushups, and crunches will do wonders 
to start those endorphins rushing and really begin your day with a 
bang! How about lunch? Can you eat a salad at work and go for a 
walk after? How about the stairs? Are they accessible? Ask your 
“pod buddy” if they want to see how many more flights you can 
climb in one week.

After Work:  Play softball with the kids in the yard. Throw a few 
sprints in between pitches. Pitch/hit 3 times – 5 sprints….great 

together time, practice time and great cardio! 
Split training such as this is proven to be at least as effective as, if not 
more so for some, than a straight hour or two of non-stop training.

Re-check your goals:  Are they attainable? How much time have you 
allowed for planning your groceries, lunches, family dinners? How 
about your work out routine? Is it written down? Is your routine 
in bite-sized pieces (pun intended!) or is it more broad spectrum? 
Remember to be specific in your goals. If your goal is to add 2 
minutes to your run tomorrow; that’s great! It’s a specific goal, 
time measured, and attainable. But don’t stop there…..once you 
reach that one, set a higher goal, larger than the last, loftier each 
time. Before you know it – you’re hiking in the Rockies!!! It really 
is doable. You really can do this!!  

Are you bored with what you’re doing? Shake things up a bit; get 
some roller blades, a bike (with a helmet), find a fitness class that 
can be your “night out” with friends. You’ll be surprised at how 
much fun you really can have in the name of exercise!

Are you bored with what you’re eating?? Salad does not have to be 
your main course everyday. How about some grilled chicken with 
mango salsa? Try adding chipotle sauce to a dish (like broccoli)– 

(Continued on Page 5)
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Submit Information for 

Publication in the Newsletter
 Please help fill the Summerwood Newsletter with news of interest to 
Summerwood residents. If you have some information that you would 
like to have published in the newsletter, please visit our web-site: www.
PEELinc.com. Articles and/or photos must be received by the 9th of the 
month for the following month's issue. (Advertising deadline is the 10th 
of the month.)

Appt. or Walk-ins Welcome 
Gift Card Available 

281-225-4535 

OPEN: Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 12-5 

NAILS & TAN 4 U 
Complete Professional Beauty Services 
Nails • Waxing • Facials • Tanning  

 Eyelash Extension • Permanent Makeup  

Not to be used with any other offer.  Exp. 4/30/09 

13175 W Lake Houston Pkwy • Houston, TX  77044  
 (The Shops at Summerwood) 

 Early Bird Special 
FREE PARAFFIN  
with Deluxe Pedicure 

Mon-Wed 9:00 am-2:00 pm 
 

 

www.nailsntan4u.com 

Instant Gift Certificate available online 

•Loyalty Points Reward Program 
•Honor Competitors Coupons 
•Online Appointment Request 
•Just in Time Gift Certificate 
•Student Discount 
•Authorized Retailer of  
 bareMinerals products. 

(832) 623-3871 
maggie@ekamyoga.com 

YOGA… now Open in Atascocita
YOGA 101 

New to yoga?  Don’t 
know where to start?  
Join us for a 6-week 

yoga basics class,  
perfect for beginners. 

*     *     * 
Next Session starts 

Monday, March 16th  

New Member 
Special:

2-weeks unlimited 
yoga for $20 
(new members only,  

Local residents, other  
restrictions apply) 

Belly Dancing Classes 
Now Forming

Always wanted to 
see what Belly 

Dancing was all 
about?  Grab a 

friend & learn how 
to shimmy. 

NIA

ATASCOCITA PLAZA — 7036 (#B) F.M. 1960 RD. E. (by Curves & Ca�ish Café) 

Nia is a dance-based 
fitness program.  
Mixing modern and 
ethnic dance, with 
yoga, martial arts, and 
tai chi, Nia creates a 

whole new sense of well being.  Try it, 
you’ll be glad you did!     

Wednesday 9:30am & Saturday 8:30am

incredible roasted, smoky flavor with a great kick! No time for 
fish? There are great frozen Salmon and Tilapia filets, add a little 
lemon pepper sprinkle, maybe even a light Italian dressing, keep it 
going with steamed asparagus, and Voila! A beautiful, healthy, and 
tasty almost instant meal. We are aesthetic creatures, so “eating the 
rainbow” will add pleasure to the eyes as it adds nutrition to the 
body. Incorporating red bell peppers, yellow bell peppers, maybe 
some portabella mushrooms to brighten up and change a dish in 
color, flavor and texture. Just a spray of Olive oil in a pan and a few 
minutes on the stove, and you’re in business. Remember: Always 
keep your food as “close to the tree” as possible. That means eat 
it as God made it; not after it’s been processed. This will keep you 
healthy for life. If you have to wonder – it’s probably processed! 

You do not have to re-invent the wheel – just keep healthy cookbooks 
handy, save your favorite fitness websites on your “bookmark” tab, 
so with a quick turn of the page, or click of the mouse you will add 
new dimensions to your personal and fitness and nutrition! You can 
do this – yes you can!!!

Don't Become a Statistic - (Continued from Page 4)
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Visit my Funjet Vacations website at

www.deniselabrie.com
Click on the Funjet Vacations button posted there to view

specials, obtain quotes, & book your travel online 24/7

Great rates to all destinations: air/hotel packages, air only, hotel only, 
activities (show tickets, tours, rental cars and more!)

Have a quote/Need a quote? 
E-mail deniselabrie@passport-travelers.com for price match, lower rate search, fundrais-

ing cruise, reunion, graduation, birthday/anniversary, group or individual travel quotes

2009 Carnival® Cruise
Specials from Galveston

Deposit from $50 pp due NOW!!

Bahamas: Conquest ®
Nov 15-22 7D 60+ signed up

Limited space Rates from $330 pp 

Jamaica: Conquest ®
July 5-12 7D Rates from $817 pp,
Aug 2-9 7D Rates from $717 pp

Mexico: Ecstasy SM

Nov 5-9 4D Rates from $270 pp,
Nov 14-19 5D Rates from $250 pp

Cruise only does not include port, taxes, charges, fuel supplement, based on availability,
dbl occup cabin, deposit amount & rates subject to change without notice until booked  

Denise Labrie “Celebrating 10 yrs & 1,000+ Clients”

Travel Agent - Passport Travel
13018 Woodforest Blvd. Suite N Houston, TX 77015

281-436-0405 (ofc) 713-560-3284 (cell) 281-436-0406 (fax)

NEW!!

Stressed overTAXES?
Call me for ALL your

Tax and Accounting needs
Both Corporate & Individuals

John Harris CFP®, EA
Summerwood Resident

713-876-7466
john@jharrisaccounting.com

Electronic filing for FAST refunds!

any $20 purchase
expires 4/15/09

not to be combined with any other offers 
or used on sale merchandise

$5oo OFF
7571 FM 1960 E @ W. Lake Houston Pkwy • 281-812-6400

724 Kingwood Dr. @ Loop 494 • 281-358-2612

Rachael’s

 

If you would like to submit YOUR recipe
 email it to articles@peelinc.com.

Jalapeno Corn Bread
 • 1½ Cups Corn meal  • 2/3 C. Vegetable oil
 • 2 eggs   • 3 tsp. baking powder
 • 1 tsp. salt   • 1 can cream corn
 • 3 small jalapeno peppers • 1 C. sour cream
 • 1 C. cheddar cheese (grated)

 Mix all ingredients except the cheese. Pour half into greased 
pan. Sprinkle on half of the grated cheese. Pour rest of batter 
over the cheese, then top with remainder of cheese.
 Bake at 450° for 30 minutes.

Happy 
St. Patrick's 

Day !!!



Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.	 Summerwood	Newsletter  - March 2009  �

SUMMERWOOD

Technology for Today’s Home
  
  

TAX TIPS
Submitted by John Harris

Its tax time and there are many new tax 
provisions relating to your 2008 return. Let 
me go over just a few of these.  

 1.) For the first time, you can deduct up to 
$1000.00 of your real estate taxes even if you 
do not itemize your deductions. 

2.) There is another huge change in casualty 
losses. Having come from Florida, I am 
very familiar with hurricane losses.  For the 
first time, you can deduct a casualty loss 
in federally declared disaster areas, even if 
you do not itemize, and if you do, it is not 
subject to the previous 10% of adjusted gross 
income threshold.  In other words, if you had 
damage from hurricane Ike, and most people 
had some damage or loss, you may get a tax 
deduction for your loss.  These losses may 
include anything from roof and fence damage 
to loss of food in your freezer.   

3.) You may also qualify for last year’s 
stimulus rebate check this year, even if you 

did not qualify last year.  (A note on this, 
last year’s check is NOT taxable this year, 
contrary to some rumors I have heard.)  

4) They also raised the IRA contribution 
limit to $5000.00, $6000.00 if you are 50 
years of age or older.  I know many people 
lost much of their retirement values in 
2008, but it is still a good idea to invest in 
your retirement accounts.  You may want to 
consider investing in a more conservative 
investment, but you still should invest!  Talk 
to your financial advisor.   

5) If you own your own business, it is still 
not too late to set up a SEP retirement plan 
for your business and get a deduction up to 
$46,000.00 for 2008.  

6) Lastly, the standard mileage rate for 
2008 is broken down into two parts.  From 
January 1 to June 30, it is 50.5 cents per mile 
and 58.5 cents per mile driven during the 
rest of 2008.

Did You 
Know?

To correct the calendar over the 
centuries, years ending in “00” are 
not leap years unless the first two 
digits are divisible by 4. Therefore, 
the year 2000 is a leap year, but 1900 
and 2100 are not.
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NOW OFFERING 
Wide Format Printing!
We provide full business solutions:

Blueprints, Banners, Signs & Posters

Printing & Finishing Services
Presentations, newsletters, flyers, 
postcards, business cards & more

Full & Self-Serve Copying

Scanning, Faxing, & Archiving

Notary Services

FedEx®/UPS®/DHL®/USPS

Expert Packaging Services

Boxes, Tubes & Packing Supplies 

Private Mailbox Rentals

And Much More

Products you need, with the 
personal service you deserve.

Think PostNet.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

From large format presentations and posters to professional looking 

brochures and business cards, PostNet can help your business shine. 

Plus, at PostNet, you can ship items your way, with our multiple carriers, 

packaging expertise, and useful range of packaging supplies. We even 

offer private, secure mailbox rentals. We’re friendly, quick, cost-effective 

and in the neighborhood. Stop by and discover why PostNet is the 

ultimate support center for your business.

Each PostNet Center is independently owned and operated. Services may vary.

Beltway 8 & Wilson Rd
4830 Wilson Rd, Ste 300 • Humble, TX  77396 

Tel: 281-441-7638 • Email: tx203@postnet.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am-6:30pm, Sat 9am - 2pm

We Print BIG things!
We Can Be Your Full Service Office 

Six Days a Week!

Print, Copy, Ship & More!
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PROOF
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__school_amount__ schools in the __city_1__ area!
Call 1.800.PRIMROSE or visit 

www.primroseschools.com to find your neighborhood 
Primrose School.

__school_name_1__  |  __phone_1__

__school_name_2__  |  __phone_2__

__school_name_1__  |  __school_name_2__

__school_name_3__

School Name

Address | City, State Zip | Phone

Exploresummer
Call or visit primroseschools.com to learn more about our 

summer camp programs.  Also, ask about our year-round child care 

programs for infants through private kindergarten and after school.

Each Primrose School is privately owned and operated. Primrose Schools and The Leader in 
Educational Child Care are trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2008 PSFC. 

All rights reserved.

Primrose School at Summerwood

14002 West Lake Houston Parkway  |  Summerwood,  TX  77044 

281.454.6000

Now Enrolling!
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curves.com

Now Curves works for 
you, your budget and 
your community.
There’s never been a better time to join than during our Curves 
Food Drive. Our 30-minute circuit works every major muscle group 
so you can burn up to 500 calories. It’s good for everyone.

[                                           ]OVER 10,000 LOCATIONS WORLDWIDE.

*Food or cash donation required to local food bank determined by club. Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. c.d./e.f.t. program. 
New members only. Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations through 3.28.09. ©2009 Curves International, Inc.  970TXZA3

JOIN FOR FREE*
WHEN YOU DONATE A BAG OF GROCERIES.

13141 W. Lake Houston Pkwy.
Houston, Texas  77044

281-454-7337

Alternatives to Microsoft Office
Submitted by Laurie Scott

Anyone who works in an office and with a computer probably has 
Microsoft Office installed on it.  Word, PowerPoint and Excel and 
found in almost every corporate environment.  But when it comes 
time to buy software for your home computer, most people don’t 
realize there are free and low-cost alternative.

To start, Microsoft does offer an Office 2007 “Home and Student” 
edition that I’ve seen online for as low at $80.  This edition includes 
Word, PowerPoint, Excel and OneNote, but not Outlook, which is 
what many Office users expect with their “office” suite.

The most popular free option is probably Sun’s Open Office 3 
(available at  www.openoffice.org)   It has powerful word processing, 
presentation and spreadsheet programs that are compatible with 
Microsoft Office, and also includes a graphics program and database 
(but again, no e-mail program.)

Another free alternative is a surprising name from the past.  
Lotus (owned by IBM) has resurrected its Symphony suite and is 
closer to Open Office that Microsoft Office.  Its programs are IBM 
Lotus Symphony Documents, IBM Lotus Symphony Presentations 
and IBM Lotus Symphony Spreadsheets and also offer Microsoft 
Office compatibility.

Google has recently entered the office application fray with their 
own product (which are still in “beta” – a Google trademark), Google 
Docs.  It offers Microsoft Office compatibility for Word and Excel 
with a twist, everything is stored online.  You can access and share 
your files with anyone from anywhere.  Some consider this the future, 
known as “cloud computing” (the internet is the cloud in computer 
network diagrams.)

Corel offers an $89 alternative that is compatible with Office Word, 
PowerPoint and Excel, but includes VideoStudio LE for editing your home 
videos, and MediaOne SE for enhancing and organizing your photos.

At the time of this writing, the most popular (non-Microsoft) 
email client, Eudora is undergoing a rewrite but the older versions 
are still available at www.eudora.com.  If you’re already using 
hotmail, yahoo mail, Gmail, or your Internet Service Provider’s 
(ISP) web-based mail, then you don’t need an e-mail client to run 
on your computer anyway.

So don’t automatically feel like you have to fork out a couple 
hundred dollars just to have Office functionality at home.  There are 
affordable and even FREE alternatives out there for you.

Happy Computing!
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Peel, Inc.
1-888-687-6444

www.PEELinc.com

community newsletters

Effective Advertising, Done Right.
Call today to Reserve your space.

Advertise YOUR business
to YOUR neighbors for
less than 5¢ per home.
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ACROSS
1. Fire remains 
4. Alarm bell 
10. Fib 
11. African country 
12. Lodge 
13. Chronological records 
14. Colorful Mexican shawl 
16. Legume 
17. Matching 
18. Scale note 
20. You 
22. Club 
26. First woman 
29. Seed part 
31. Plunderer 
33. Epoch 
34. Verse meter 
35. Twitch 
36. Secures 
37. Ball holder 

DOWN
1. List of highly desired guests 
2. Tendon 
3. ___ Matisse, painter 
4. Catch 
5. Held the deed 
6. May 
7. Metal fastener 
8. Bored 
9. Space administration 
15. One of these 
19. Often poetically 
21. Devour (2 wds.) 
23. Gone With the Wind's Mr. 

Butler 
24. Eagle's nest 
25. Draw 
26. Heroic 
27. Phial 
28. Writer Bombeck 
30. Loch __ monster 
32. Abdominal muscles (abbr.)

Crossword Puzzle
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Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club

311 Ranch Road 620 S,  Suite 200
Lakeway, TX 78734

We will select the top few and post their artwork online at www.PEELinc.com. DUE: March 31st

Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

SW

Be sure to include
the following
so we can

let you know!
Name: ________________________
           (first name, last initial)

Email Address:  ____________________
______________________________

Age:___________________________

[This information will only be used to 
notify you or your parents if your artwork 
was selected.]
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Aug 08 Sep 08 Oct 08 Nov 08 Dec 08 Jan 09

$300,000+ 7	 2	 2	 5	 3	 1
$250 - 299,999	 1	 1	 1	 3	 1	 0
$200 - 249,999	 1	 3	 3	 4	 7	 2
$170 - 199,999	 7	 1	 1	 1	 2	 1
Under $170,000	 7	 2	 0	 3	 3	 5

TOTAL 17 9 7 16 16 9
New Construction 7 2 2 8 7 8
Resales 10 7 5 8 9 1
Avg $/Sq Ft 83.02 78.22 78.12 76.08 78.06 60.42
Avg Days on Mkt 88 59 77 113 143 162

* All figures based off MLS data 2/10/09 **For communities 2500 acres

Shalene Fox

Summerwood is the Greater Houston Builder’s
Association Community of the Year for 2006. **

Who knows the neighborhood better than a NEIGHBOR?

Direct: 832-338-8586 • Email: sfox16@entouch.net

Summerwood Resident

Is your realtor providing this information to
potential buyers? Are they even aware of it?

Make sure your realtor knows the neighborhood
so you don’t miss out on potential sales.

Broker

Peel, Inc.
311 Ranch Road 620 S. Ste 200
Lakeway, TX 78734-4775
www.PEELinc.com
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