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News For The Residents of Summerwood

Helping Your Child Adjust to Preschool
There are plenty of benefits of preschool 

- it can be a great place for kids to interact 
with peers and to learn valuable life lessons 
such as how to share, take turns, and follow 
rules. Preschool can also prepare kids for 
kindergarten and beyond.

But going to preschool does come with its 
fair share of emotions, for both the parent 
and the child. For a kid, entering a new 
preschool environment filled with unfamiliar 
teachers and children can cause both anxiety 
and anticipation. For parents, there may be 
mixed emotions over whether the child is 
ready for preschool. The more comfortable 
you are about your decision to place your 
child in preschool and the more familiar 
the setting can be made for your child, the 
fewer problems you - and your little one 
- will encounter.
Easing Your Child’s Fears

Spend time talking with your child about 
preschool even before it starts. Before the 
first day, gradually introduce your child to 
activities that often take place in a classroom. 
A child accustomed to scribbling with paper 
and crayons at home, for example, will find it 
comforting to discover the same crayons and 
paper in his or her preschool classroom.

Visiting your child’s first preschool 
classroom a few times before school starts 
can also ease the entrance into unfamiliar 
territory. This offers the opportunity to 
not only meet your child’s teacher and ask 
about routines and common activities, but 
to then introduce some of those routines 
and activities to the child at home. While 
you’re in the classroom, let your child explore 
and observe the class in his or her own way 
and choose whether to interact with other 

children. The idea is to familiarize your child 
with the classroom and to let him or her get 
comfortable.

You can also use this time to ask your 
child’s new teacher how he or she handles the 
first tear-filled days. How will the first week 
be structured to make the transition smooth 
for your child?

Although it’s necessary for you to 
acknowledge the important step your child 
is taking and to provide support, too much 
emphasis on the change may just make your 
child’s anxiety worse. Young kids can pick up 
on their parents’ nonverbal cues. If you feel 
guilty or worried about leaving your child at 
school, he or she will probably sense that. The 
more calm and assured you are about your 
choice to send your child to preschool, the 
more confident your child will be.
The First Day

When you enter the classroom on the first 
day, calmly reintroduce the teacher to your 
child, then step back and let him or her set 
the tone. This will allow the teacher to begin 
forming a relationship with your child. Your 
endorsement of the teacher will show your 
child that he or she will be happy and safe in 
the teacher’s care.

If your child clings to you or refuses to 

participate in the class, don’t get upset - this 
may only upset your child more. Follow 
the guidelines described by the teacher 
beforehand, and go at your child’s pace.

Suggestions for leaving your child at preschool 
are simple but can be hard on a parent. Always 
say a loving good-bye to your child, but once 
you do, you should leave promptly. Never 
sneak out. As tempting as it may be, leaving 
without saying good-bye may make your child 
feel abandoned, whereas a long farewell scene 
might only serve to reinforce a child’s sense that 
preschool is a bad place.

A consistent and predictable farewell ritual 
can make leaving easier. Some parents wave 
from outside a certain classroom window or 
make a funny good-bye face, whereas others 
read a short book before parting. Transitional 
objects - a family picture, a special doll, or 
a favorite blanket - can also help comfort 
your child.

Also, keep in mind that most children do 
well once their parents leave.

Regardless of whether your child is eager or 
reluctant to go to preschool, make sure that a 
school staff member is ready to help with the 
transfer from your care to the classroom when 
you arrive in the morning. Some kids may 
jump right in with their classmates, whereas 
others might want a private cuddle and a story 
from a caregiver before joining the group.

Many preschools begin with a daily ritual, 
such as circle time (when teachers and children 
talk about what they did the day before and 
the activities that are ahead for the day). 
Preschoolers tend to respond to this kind of 
predictability and following a routine will help 
ease the move from home to school.

(Continued on Page 2)
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Emergency Situations ......................................................911
Harris County Sheriff's Dept. (Dispatch)  ...... 713-221-6000
 Constable - Precinct 3 ................................. 281-427-4791
Houston Fire Station #105 ......... 14014 Lake Houston Pkwy
  .......................................................Houston, Texas 77044
South Lake Houston EMS (Dispatch) ............ 281-459-1277
Dead Animal Pick-Up (Precinct 1) ................. 281-820-5151
Animal Control .............................................. 281-999-3191
 After Hours ................................................. 281-221-5000

UTILITY SERVICE NUMBERS
Public Utility Commission Consumer Hotline 888-782-8477
Summerwood Technologies ............................ 281-225-1000
 (Telephone, Cable, Alarm Monitoring)
AT&T ............................................................ 800-288-2020
CenterPoint .................................................... 713-659-2111
Reliant Energy ................................................ 713-207-7777
Municipal Utility District (MUD #342) ........ 713-983-3602
 24 Hour Service Number ............................ 713-983-3604
Garbage Pick-Up (Republic Waste) ................ 281-446-2030
 (Pick up on Mon. & Thurs - Garbage must be out by 7 a.m.)

SUMMERWOOD MARKETING
Summerwood New Home Center .................. 281-225-1111
 14111 Summerwood Lakes Drive; Houston, TX 77044

SCHOOLS
Summerwood Elementary .............................. 281-641-3000
POST OFFICE
Post Office...................................................... 713-631-2098
 9604 Mesa Drive; Houston, TX 77078

DISCLAIMER
At no time will any source be allowed to use the Summerwood 
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in 
anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, 
film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law 
without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The 
information in the Summerwood Newsletter is exclusively 
for the private use of Peel Inc.

LAKEWOOD CRUSADERS
New Beginnings Bible Study

Every 3rd Friday 
7:30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M.

Summerwood Community Center
ALL ARE WELCOME

INCLUDING CHILDREN
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED

Contact:
Pastor Floyd and Alva Perry

gdnw@swbell.net
281-436-0779 

CONTRIBUTORS
NEEDED

Call 1-888-687-6444 for more information.

Volunteer to 
be the Editor 

of your 
newsletter

NEWSLETTER INfO

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc. ........................................................ 888-687-6444
    Article Submissions ........................ articles@PEELinc.com
 Advertising.......advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

Updated and reviewed by: Mary L. Gavin, MD
Date reviewed: September 2007

Helping Your Child Adjust- (Continued from Cover Page)

This information was provided by KidsHealth, one of the largest resources 
online for medically reviewed health information written for parents, kids, 
and teens. For more articles like this one, visit www.KidsHealth.org or www.
TeensHealth.org.  ©1995-2006. The Nemours Foundation
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nderstanding the process
of buying or selling a
home in today’s market

will help you make the best
decisions possible. Call me today
so that I can assist you with
every step of the transaction.  

ou’re planning a trip, and a kind friend or family member
offers to put you up for a few days during your travels.
Regardless of how close you may be to your host, you are

still a guest. These hints will help you put your best foot forward as
a houseguest:

• Stick to the agreed-upon arrival and departure dates. 
• Demonstrate your appreciation up front by bringing the host a gift. 
• Help with the cleaning and cooking. Offer to pay for gas and other expenses 

incurred by the host as a result of your visit.
• Inform your host of your schedule each day and don’t expect the host to be 

your personal travel guide.
• As soon as you get home, write your host a note recounting your enjoyable 

stay and expressing thanks for the hospitality.
Even if it requires a little effort on your part, following these tips is the best way to
ensure that you’ll be welcome the next time you’re in town.

s your local Real Estate
Professional, I can help
determine where to buy, offer

tips to ready a home for sale, provide
a current market analysis, aid with
financing, and answer questions
about desired neighborhoods. If you
know someone interested in
buying or selling real estate,
please refer me to them!

A

id you know that tea is the most commonly consumed beverage
in the world after water, and that some researchers actually
consider tea a “healthier” drink than water?  

Black, green, white and oolong teas all derive their leaves from a
warm-weather evergreen tree known as Camellia sinensis.  The
leaves from this tree contain antioxidant polyphenols, which
are the key ingredient that promotes health.  In fact, due to these
polyphenols, tea ranks as high as or higher than many fruits and
vegetables in antioxidant potential.  Studies have shown that
polyphenols protect against heart disease and some cancers, aid in weight loss, and
protect against Alzheimer’s disease. 

Herbal teas, however, do not have the same health-promoting properties; in fact, most
herbal teas are not tea at all, but infusions made with herbs, flowers, roots, and spices.

The bottom line is that drinking tea is actually better for you than drinking water.
Water essentially replaces fluids; however, tea replaces fluids and contains
antioxidants. So, brew a cup of tea for at least 3 – 5 minutes to bring out the beneficial
polyphenols, and enjoy!

U

If you are working with another Real Estate Professional, please disregard this notice.                                                                                                                           Copyright © 2009

ome people don’t realize 
the benefits of a Home
Protection Plan. However, as

an experienced Real Estate
Professional, I would like to explain
how a quality Home Protection
Plan can benefit you, whether you
are selling or buying a home. A
good Home Protection Plan
ensures the repair or replacement of
major covered home systems and
appliances that fail due to normal
use. For Sellers, this provides
added value to your home when it
is on the market. For Buyers, this
means peace of mind and
confidence in the purchase of your
home. I advise all my clients to
include a Home Protection Plan
with their transaction, and 
the company I trust to provide the
best service and coverage is 
Old Republic Home Protection.
Call me today for more information
about how this valuable service can
be put to work for you.

S
D

Drink to Your Health!

Helpful Hints for Houseguests

Y

TRACY MONTGOMERY
tracy@tracysoldit.com

Mobile: (713) 825-5905

Making Dreams Come True....One home At A Time!
Website:   www.tracysoldit.com
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Increasing water safety awareness and standards

FACTS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DROWNING

For more information,
check out our website at

www.colinshope.org

Drowning is the leading
cause of unintentional

injury-related death
in children ages 1-4

Drowning is the 2nd leading cause of unintentional injury-related death ages 1-14.

DROWNING WILL AFFECT YOU
OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW

Most children are out of sight 
or missing for less than 5 
minutes and usually in the 
presence of 1 or both parents.

NO ONE is “drown 
proof” – no matter 
their level of 
swimming ability.

Falls, entrapments, 
and injuries lead to 
drowning regardless 
of swimming level.

A majority of people overestimate 
their own and their child’s ability to 
swim, especially in a panic event.

5min

Drowning 
occurs in as 
little as 2 
minutes.

Most children die 
who are submerged 
for as little as 6-10 
minutes.

Irreversible brain 
damage occurs 
in as little as 4 
minutes.

2min 4min 6min

Children who drown do not scream, splash, or struggle.  They silently slip beneath the water, even with adults & lifeguards present.

DROWNING IS QUICK AND SILENT

DROWNING CAN STILL OCCUR
EVEN IF YOU KNOW HOW TO SWIM

1          2 3         4 5          6           7          8          9 10          11   12          13           14
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factSheet_ad_half.pdf   6/25/2009   2:24:33 PM

Meet Johnathan
DOB: 10/1997

Johnathan is an affectionate child who loves to give and receive hugs. 
He loves trains, building with Legos and cardboard boxes. He also enjoys 
going on outings and watching cartoons, especially Scooby-Doo. His 
favorite food is pizza. 

He has been diagnosed with an Autistic Spectrum Disorder which requires 
therapy. He is not able to communicate as easily as other children his age, 
which can be very frustrating for him.  He has made tremendous progress 
in foster care and has a strong desire to please the adults around him. 
Johnathan requires a high level of supervision due to his activity level 
and his social skills. Johnathan’s foster mom describes him as a “lovable 
child” and a “good kid.”

For more information about adoption in general or Johnathon, please 
contact the Adoption Coalition of Texas at info@adopttexas.org. 
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We Challenge What 
You Pay For Electricity

Spark Power BankSpark Power Bank

SIGN-UP ONLINE TODAY!
WWW.SPARKPOWERBANK.COM

SIGN-UP ONLINE TODAY!
WWW.SPARKPOWERBANK.COM

Please choose “Newsletter Ad” as your referral

I’m Texas Energy Analyst Alan Lammey. 
Maybe you’ve heard me on the radio talking
about the market forces that drive energy 
prices. I’m here to tell you that you’re not 

stuck paying those high prices
to big electric companies anymore!

Why pay more than you have to?Why pay more than you have to?

The “four Awareness” Points When Playing Tennis
Submitted by Fernando M. Velasco

 In past issues, I have written about how to choose proper tennis 
equipment and efficient ways to practice. This issue offers advice on 
how to tackle the “critical points” in your matches.
 In every match, you will find critical points that can determine 
whether a player wins or losses.   At these critical points, I suggest 
reviewing what I call the “four awareness” points: 
First Awareness: Self
 Every player possesses certain shots that they feel more comfortable 
hitting on a critical point.  For example, it could be a forehand 

topspin, or a slice one.  When choosing which shot to 
hit on a critical point, decisively utilize the shot that 
comes more naturally without changing your mind.  

That is when mistakes are made. 
Second Awareness: Opponent

  When the players decide on a shot at a critical point, 
they need to consider their opponent’s strengths and 
weaknesses.  During the match, they should notice the 
shots the opponent has less success with than others.  
On a critical point, players should use the shot they feel 
more comfortable with but also they will aim towards 
their opponent’s weaknesses.

Third Awareness: Court
 Once you decide on your most consistent shot, consider the 
opponent’s weakness, you also need to take into account the court 
conditions.  Factors such as the sun, wind, and surface will make a 
difference on the shot executed.  When in doubt, you should either 
choose a shot toward an opening on the court, or directly at your 
opponent’s feet; open spaces or shoe laces. 
Fourth Awareness: Score
 When you decide on your shot, the placement and being aware 
of the court challenges, a good player should also remember the 
score in hand.  Players will be aggressive when the score is in their 
favor, and be more conservative when tied, or behind.  For example, 
when a player is serving at 40-15, the serve should be a powerful and 
assertive.  In contrast, if the score is 15-40, the player should serve 
the first serve with some power, but with more placement.
 Over time, these four awareness points will become both automatic 
and reactionary as players become more experienced in playing and 
competing. After the shot has been properly executed, they will 
sometimes give themselves a pat on the back for doing the right 
thing at the right time, and remind themselves that they followed 
the “four awareness” points.
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NEW GENERATION PLUMBINGNEW GENERATION PLUMBING
New Construction • residential • commercial

Remodel • repairs

JOHNNY
LEAUVANO
JOHNNY

LEAUVANO

Office: 281-780-3357 • Mobile: 281-780-3231 • Fax: 713-675-7136
Email: newgenerationplumbing@comcast.net

Starring: Daniel Radcliffe, Jim Broadbent, Emma Watson 
Directed by: David Yates (”Harry Potter and the Order of the 
Phoenix”) 
Written by: Steve Kloves (”Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire”)
The popular boy wizard continues down the mysterious road of 

sorcery and wonderment that has entertained fans for the last eight 
years in the sixth installment of the J.K. Rowling’s fantasy franchise, 
“Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince.” Who would have guessed 
that Harry’s most formidable adversary in the new film would be 
puberty?
Yes, Harry (Daniel Radcliffe) has developed into a young man, and 

just in time. In “Half-Blood Prince,” there’s far more to fear than acne 
breakouts and raging hormones. The Dark Arts flourish as Harry 
and best friends Ron (Rupert Grint) and Hermione (Emma Watson) 
continue on their quest to stop the evil Lord Voldemort (seen in this 
film only as a gothic-looking young student).
The story begins with Albus Dumbledore (Michael Gambon) 

interfering into Harry’s life outside of Hogwarts as he flirts with 
a café waitress and sets up an impromptu date. Harry, who now 
knows he is “the chosen one,” doesn’t have time to enjoy the Muggle 
world as much as he would like. Dumbledore whisks him off to visit 
retired professor Horace Slughorn (Jim Broadbent) so they can try 
to persuade him to return to Hogwarts. There’s something Slughorn 
is suppressing in his memory that can help Harry understand how 
to defeat Voldemort.

Along with Slughorn’s secrets, Harry must contend with a trio of 
smoky Death Eaters, who are terrorizing both the Muggle and Wizard 
worlds, Draco Malfoy (Tom Felton), who is coming into his own 
and doing so by following orders of the Dark Lord himself, and, of 
course, the romantic high jinks that seems contagious throughout 
the entire school.
While romance continues to blossom occasionally between 

Harry and Ginny Weasley (Bonnie Wright), Ron and Hermione’s 
ambiguous relationship halts for a moment when another girl (Jessie 
Cave) begins to show interest in Ron. There’s no need for too many 
doses of love potion in the high school-like melodrama that plays 
out in the halls of Hogwarts. With all the heartbreak, jealousy, 
infatuation, and pitter-patter of youthful hearts, it’s really a treat 
to see there’s actual blood pumping through these characters as the 
story continues to unfold.
Directed by David Yates, who was also behind “Order of the 

Phoenix,” “Half-Blood Prince” is the most dialogue-heavy of the 
entire series. Yates and his screenwriting team slow down the pace 
considerably to uncover more of the emotional elements of everyone 
involved. However, there are still highly entertaining scenes comprised 
of impressive special effects and sprightly editing (you can’t have a 
“Harry Potter” movie without a weather-beaten game of Quidditch). 
“Half-Blood Prince” is also the funniest of the bunch.

Daniel Radcliffe and Michael 
Gambon star in “Harry Potter 

and the Half-Blood Prince,” the 
sixth installment of the series.

Harry Potter and the 
Half Blood Prince

Movie Review
By Kiko Martinez - San Antonio-based film critic/writer - www.CineSnob.net

(Continued on Page 7)
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Technology for Today’s Home
  
  

While actual magic might be a secondary thought in Rowling’s 
text, “Half-Blood Prince” is a notable addition to the narrative as a 
whole. It all leads up nicely to the final installment, “Harry Potter 
and the Deathly Hollows,” which will be released in two parts in 
2010 and 2011 respectively.

Movie Review - (Continued from Page 6)

Don't want to wait for the mail?
Receive the Summerwood Newsletter in 

your Inbox. Sign up online at 
www.PEELinc.com

If you would like to submit YOUR recipe
email it to articles@peelinc.com.

Recipe of the Month
Orange Julius

Ingredients
 • 1 6 oz. Can Concentrated 

Orange Juice
 • 1 Cup milk
 • 1 Cup Water
 • 1/2 Cup sugar

Directions
 Put in blender container, fill 

container to top with ice. Process.
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Is Your Home an Internet Broadcaster?

(It might be and you don’t even know it)
Submitted by Laurie Scott

laptop and discovered a completely unsecured network within range.  
I connected to it and took the opportunity to check my email and 
do some web surfing.  Then the good Samaritan in me decided to 
do them a favor.  I figured they hadn’t changed the default password 
on their router, and sure enough I was right.  I logged onto their 
router and took a screen shot of it.  Since they were also using the 
default name for their computer network, I changed mine to match 
and could see that they had a computer turned on with one of their 
hard drives shared (no, I didn’t peek at it.)  I also saw that they had 
an Epson printer connected to it, so I downloaded the printer driver 
and installed it on my laptop, opened Microsoft Word and pasted 
the screen shot of their router into it.  I also included instructions 
on how to keep prying eyes out of their network, thanked them that 
I was able to check my email, and then I PRINTED the document 
out on their printer.  Keep in mind I have no idea which house I 
had connected to.  I imagine if they were home that they were a 
little shocked to have their printer start all by itself and print a note 
from a complete stranger.  Lucky for them I wasn’t someone who 
wanted to copy their files, plant a virus or lock them out of their 
own network.

Laptop computers have made computing mobile and very 
convenient.  Wireless routers in our homes have made it possible to 
use our computers anywhere in the home, and not just where the 
connection comes into your home.

If you have a wireless router at home, then you are using one of 
three possible levels of security, 1) none, 2) poor and 3) what you 
SHOULD be using.  “None” is real simple, open the box, plug in 
the router, connect to the Internet.  With this connection, ANYONE 
within range, meaning your neighbors, passersby and that annoying 
teen-age kid down the who likes to hang around your house in the 
evening can use your wireless network to access the internet or worse, 
access your computers at home.  Also, any illegal activity over the 
Internet is going to be traced back to your home, not to the person 
or computer that may have done it.  

I often tell the story of the time I moved to Austin from 
Sacramento 4 1/2 years ago over the Thanksgiving holiday.  I stayed 
overnight with a friend in Flagstaff, Arizona at her parents’ home.  
Lots of relatives were there and they all smoked (and smoked a lot).  
Even though it was 35 degrees outside, I went and sat in my car for 
an hour just to breath fresh air.  While in my car I powered up my (Continued on Page 11)

FREE BOOK OFFER    
“My Mom always told me to wear clean underwear in case I was in 
an accident.  But now that I’m a parent, wearing clean underwear 
just isn’t enough.”   Alexis Martin Neely

California lawyer Alexis Martin Neely and Houston lawyer Sandra Ard, are  
Personal Family Lawyers®.  They help families, especially those with young children, 
anticipate and prepare for the kinds of curves that life can throw at you.  They get to 
know the family, then help put in place a unique comprehensive legal plan for that 
family, and finally help the family to maintain their plan through the ongoing lawyer-
family relationship that is essential to making sure that the family’s plan keeps up 
with changes in the family, its assets, and the law so it will work when the family 
needs it to.   

They are on a mission to spread the word to America’s families about the big, scary, 
gaping hole in most families’ plans — if you’re in an accident while your kids are not with you, your kids 

could wind up in the Child Protective Services system until the authorities figure out who has legal authority to 
take them.  Part of that “spreading that word” is offering you a free copy of Alexis’s best selling book, Wear Clean 

Underwear!   

With its easy-to-read narrative style, Wear Clean Underwear! will lead you along an interactive path to explore 
some “what if” scenarios and how planning could affect the outcome for your family.  It’s informative, but enter-
taining and anything but heavy reading.  You’ll learn, for example, what could happen to your kids if you were in 

an accident and why a Will provides a false sense of  security.

Get your FREE book Wear Clean Underwear! Now at www.FamilyPeacePlan.com
Or call us at 713-429-0218 and mention offer WCU-02.  Do it now! 
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In today’s challenging real estate market, nothing 
brings a wider smile than the sign that says “SOLD.”

And thanks to the experience and productivity of 
RE/MAX Sales Associates, that sign is appearing 
more frequently than you might think. 

RE/MAX agents average more sales than 

other agents.  They know their markets, and they care 
enough to get to know you, too. 

So if you’re looking to sell, or buy, or both, look to 
the name that means success.  Look to Billie Jean 
Harris with RE/MAX East. 

Nobody sells more real estate than RE/MAX. 

The Sign you want.  The Agent you need. 
Billie Jean Harris 



�0     Summerwood	Newsletter  - August 2009 Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.

SUMMERWOOD

DESIGN  •  PRINT  •   COPY   •   SHIP

Call: 281-441-7638
4830 Wilson Road, Ste 300 
Humble ,  TX   77396

Fax: 281-441-7678  • tx203@postnet.com

For a complete list of our services and products, visit www.postnet.com/tx203

We can help. PostNet.
Your Neighborhood Business Center

Open 6 days! Mon-Fri: 8:30 - 6:30; Sat. 9:00 - 2:00

500 FREE
Business Cards
with purchase of 500.

Must be the 
same card.

Offer expires 
09/30/09

All offers exclude USPS service & products. One coupon per customer per visit. 
Not valid in combination with any other offer. Some restrictions may apply. 

All offers exclude USPS service & products. One coupon per customer per visit. 
Not valid in combination with any other offer. Some restrictions may apply. 

8.5 x 11” white 
paper, single-sided, 

limit 100.

Offer expires 
09/30/09

29¢ Color Copies
or 4¢ B&W Copies
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The two levels of security that are usually displayed with a padlock 

symbol are WEP and WPA.  WEP falls into the “poor” category of 
security.  WEP will keep honest people out of your network, and 
will prevent someone from accidentally getting connected to your 
network, but WEP was “cracked” several years ago, and nowadays it 
only takes a laptop and 60 seconds to break into a network secured 
with WEP.  

What you should be using is WPA (or WPA2) to provides 
a connection that (with a good password) can’t be cracked 
in a comfortable lifetime.  Log into your router (usually at 
http://192.168.0.1 or http://192.168.1.1), go to the wireless security 
settings and set it for WPA.  Then change your laptops and other 
wireless devices to match.

There are many different routers on the market, but there are a 
few standard rules to follow:  Changing the security settings on your 
router should always be done with the computer attached to the 
router via a network cable - don’t change it over a wireless connection.  
If you make a mistake, you won’t be able to get back in to fix it.  In 
the wireless security settings on your router, you will see WEP and 
SHOULD see WPA as options.  If you don’t see WPA as an option, 
your router is probably several years old.  Go to the manufacturer’s 
support page on their web site and look for updated “firmware” to 

Is Your Home an Internet Broadcaster? - (Continued from Page 8)

download.  Download the firmware and update the router per the 
instructions provided by the manufacturer.  If the latest firmware 
doesn’t provide WPA encryption, then it’s time for a trip to Best 
Buy or Fry’s for a new router.  ANY new router will provide WPA 
encryption.  Next use a strong password.  A strong password should be 
at least 12 characters long, feel free to make it a lot longer - the longer 
the better.  Be sure to use upper and lower case letters, use numbers 
AND use special characters like # * ( \ } [ @ ! &.  Write it down and 
put it in a safe place.  If it helps, use 2 or 3 non-related words or 
numbers that you know but no one is likely to guess.  Something 
like maybe the city you got married in with the year of your first car 
and the name of your brother’s daughter.  It might look 
something like Dallas@1989!Samantha#.  
Even people you know you won’t guess 
this.  Be creative and have fun, but 
MAKE IT STRONG!

Next month I’ll talk about 
keeping your information secure 
when you’re online both at home 
and away.


 
 
 










13165 W. Lake Houston Pky,  

Houston, Tx 77044 

PH: 713-429-0218 

Fax: 713-429-0397 

www.ArdLawFirm.Com 

Free Guide: 6 Mistakes Parents 
Make when Choosing a Guardian 

for their Kids  
www.TexasKidsPlan.com 

Fishin’ at its
FINEST!

Anderson Charters LLC
“Fishing at its Finest”

Featuring 24’ Bay Stealth Boat
(281) 454-6568 • (504) 957-6322

With Capitan
Charles Anderson

With Capitan
Charles Anderson
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__school_amount__ schools in the __city_1__ area!
Call 1.800.PRIMROSE or visit 

www.primroseschools.com to find your 
neighborhood Primrose School.

__school_name_1__
  __phone_1__

__school_name_2__
  __phone_2__

__school_name_1__
__school_name_2__
__school_name_3__

School Name
Address | City, State Zip | Phone

Educational Child Care For Infants through Private Kindergarten 
and After School

Active minds, healthy 
bodies and happy hearts.
At Primrose, we believe that with the right foundation 

anything is possible. That’s why we offer a complete approach 

to early childhood education. Our proprietary, accredited 

curriculum nurtures emotionally, physically and intellectually.

Limited Spaces.  Enroll Now!

Primrose School at Summerwood
14002 W. Lake Houston Pkwy.  |  Houston, TX   77044  | 281.454.6000 

www.primrosesummerwood.com

Each Primrose School is privately owned and operated. Primrose Schools and The Leader in Educational Child Care 
are trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2008 PSFC. All rights reserved.

Appt. or Walk-ins Welcome 
Reloadable Gift Card Available 

281-225-4535 

OPEN: Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 12-5 

NAILS & TAN 4 U 
Complete Professional Beauty Services 
Nails • Waxing • Facials • Tanning  

 Eyelash Extension • Permanent Makeup  

Not to be used with any other offer.  Exp. 9/30/09 

13175 W Lake Houston Pkwy • Houston, TX  77044  
 (The Shops at Summerwood) 

 SUN-WED SPECIALS  

 15% OFF  
 all Manicure & Pedicure Services 

 
 

www.nailsntan4u.com 

Instant Gift Certificate available online 
•Mini-Spa for kids 
•Loyalty Points Reward Program 
•Client Referral Program 
•Honor Competitors Coupons 
•Online Appointment Request 
•Just in Time Gift Certificate 
•Authorized Retailer of  
 bareMinerals products. 

NEW 

A Sensible Plan for College funding
Submitted by Rich Keith

As a parent, you may feel a moral obligation to fund your children’s 
education, but you don’t want to sacrifice your current lifestyle or 
rob your future retirement in order to fund education costs.  Well, to 
make funding both their education and your retirement a non-issue, 
you must consider how to:

-  Maximize your cash flow so that you can invest 
funds in education and retirement accounts. 
This includes both reducing debt and lowering 
expenses.

- Utilize the numerous education tax incentives 
provided by the IRS to reduce taxes and produce 
so-called “tax scholarships” for your family.

 - Qualify for merit and need-based financial aid 
offered by colleges

If you can maximize the benefits produced by the above strategies, 
you may not have to compromise your education and retirement 
goals. Historically, we see that college costs have risen at 2 to 3 times 
the inflation rate of the Consumer Price Index. And college really 
costs you more than you think because it is paid with after-tax dollars.  
Depending on which tax bracket you are in, the amount you must 

earn to pay for college is a good deal more because you must first 
pay the IRS…before you pay the college. 

How old will you be when your last child graduates from college?  
Assume that you are 45 years old and you plan to retire in 20 years 
and that a public college costs $60,000 for 4 years.  You take the 
money out of your retirement savings today. The money you give to 
a public college for four years will cost your retirement fund about 
$280,000 at an 8% return. Elite colleges cost more, but there is 
a hidden benefit which we will get to later. And remember, these 
numbers are for just one child’s college education.

Clearly this presents a funding dilemma shared by parents 
everywhere: how to fund college and retirement?  Experts agree there 
are two methods to make this work:

The first method is by using your money through: (A) paying out of 
your current income, (B) paying with withdrawals from your savings 
accounts, or (C) borrowing. Most people use some combination of all 
three.  The second method is to use money from others.  This comes in 
the following forms: (A) financial aid, (B) by using special education tax 
strategies, (C) gifts from relatives, or (D) your child’s resources (his/her 
income and assets).  We will explore this topic in future columns, how 
to make a sensible, methodical plan for funding college expenses. 
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BUSINESS FORMS
NEWSLETTERS

FLYERS
ENVELOPES

LETTERHEADS
NCR SNAP APART

FORMS
RUBBER STAMPS
BUSINESS CARDS

1-888-687-6444 ext. 24
Solving all your printing needs.

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement
• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
No PAymENt UNtIl ComPlEtIoN

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

Britt’s Book Buzz: 
It’s Criminal!

THE ASSOCIATE BY JOHN GRISHAM
I am a positive person and I feel bad about putting negativity 

out there, especially in a book review. I must say, however, that 
The Associate by John Grisham was a terrible book. I hadn’t 
read anything by Grisham since The Firm and The Pelican Brief 
while in high school. At the time, they seemed like somewhat 
smart novels. I came across The Associate at Half Price Books and 
thought “why not?” Boy, has time changed the author—and not 
for the better. My mom put it best, “he has a formula to his books.” 
Meaning, he doesn’t put much thought into the books other than 
to get them on the bookshelves as quickly as possible. Do lawyers 
even read these books or find them even mildly entertaining?

In the book, a hotshot law student has two great job offers 
and a bright future, but a blackmailing expert team has found 
a skeleton in his closet and exploits it to the fullest in order to 
obtain highly confidential information. Only in the last 50 or so 

pages does the law student finally realize that he should just come 
clean and face the issue. Wouldn’t a Yale law student know how to 
resolve the situation without having to work with the blackmailers? 
I have absolutely no law background, but I saw no evidence to 
even convict him!

Character development was poor and the book was loaded 
with cliché after cliché and stereotypes (i.e. the hot law student 
who dressed really great and showed off her perfect body to the 
enjoyment of her male colleagues). The ending was horrifically 
lazy and unfinished. 

Looking at the bright side, I hope this review saved you a 
worthless read.

Feel free to comment on this review or your thoughts on the 
book or suggest a book for me to review on my blog at http://www.
brittsbuzz.blogspot.com.
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ACROSS
1. Belong 
4. Elevator alternative 
10. Fire remains 
11. Short guy, hairy feet 
12. Manipulate 
13. Indoor 
14. Coaxing 
16. Condensation 
17. Adolescent 
18. South Carolina (abbr.) 
20. New Jersey (abbr.) 
22. Hornet 
26. Rock 
29. Loves 
31. Demonstrate 
33. Government agency 
34. Subordinate 
35. Cause of sickness 
36. Elapse (2 wds.) 
37. Surface to air missile

DOWN
1. Finds _- 
2. Make available 
3. Not here 
4. Tibia 
5. Fire iron 
6. Abdominal muscles (abbr.) 
7. As previously cited 
8. Cycle 
9. Soup 
15. Hotel 
19. Cash with order (abr.) 
21. Rachel's husband 
23. Regions 
24. Reddish brown 
25. Sacred song 
26. Pearls 
27. Vile 
28. Brief 
30. Refuse to believe 
32. Pinch 

Crossword Puzzle
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- Kids Stuff- 
Section for Kids with news, puzzles, games and more!

	 Are	you	ready	for	a	road	trip?	People	in	the	
United	 States	 will	 take	 millions	 of	 trips	 this	
year	 —	 many	 of	 them	 traveling	 by	 car.	The	
most	popular	treks	are	trips	to	the	beach,	visits	
to	friends	and	family,	and	scenic	drives.	A	scenic	
drive	means	there’s	something	to	see	while	you’re	
driving,	like	an	ocean,	mountains,	or	a	beautiful	
valley.
But	sometimes	when	you’re	on	the	road,	there	
isn’t	 a	 whole	 lot	 to	 look	 at.	 For	 those	 times,	
you’ll	need	to	keep	yourself	busy.	Here	are	some	
ideas:
•	 Bring	a	small	map	or	road	atlas.	Use	stickers	
to	track	your	family's	progress.
•	 Create	a	trip	box	that	includes	stickers,	pipe	
cleaners,	pens,	paper,	and	anything	else	you	want	
to	have	on	hand.
•	 Draw.	You	 can	 draw	 what's	 outside	 your	
window	or	make	a	game	out	of	it	by	drawing	a	
picture	of	someone	that	you	know	and	making	
everyone	guess	who	it	is.
•	 Start	writing	in	a	trip	journal	and	keep	track	
of	what	you	do	each	day	on	your	vacation.	Add	
photos	later.
•	 Read	aloud	—	a	scary	story	or	a	mystery	are	
great	choices.

•	 Make	 up	 your	 own	 story	 and	 draw	 the	
illustrations	to	go	with	it.
•	 Listen	to	a	book	on	tape	or	CD.
•	 Listen	to	music.
•	 Sing	silly	songs	that	you	might	be	too	old	for,	
like	"Old	MacDonald,"	"B-I-N-G-O,"	and	"She'll	
Be	Coming	 'Round	 the	Mountain"	—	or	 even	
Christmas	songs	if	you're	in	the	mood.	For	added	
fun,	 make	 up	 your	 own	 silly	 songs	 with	 your	
family's	help.
•	 Snooze.
•	 Play	"I	Spy."
•	 Play	the	license	plate	game	by	trying	to	spot	as	
many	different	states	as	you	can.
•	 Play	"20	Questions."
•	 Play	travel	games,	such	as	checkers,	that	have	
magnetic	pieces	that	won't	slip	off	the	board.
•	 Play	 the	"My	Favorite"	game	by	picking	your	
top	five	songs,	books,	 ice	cream	flavors,	sports	
heroes,	etc.
•	 Have	a	spelling	bee	or	trivia	contest.	Bring	index	
cards	to	write	down	words	or	questions.
•	 Don't	fight	with	your	brother	or	sister!
Rev i ewed 	 by :	 S t even 	 Dowshen ,	 MD	
Date	reviewed:	May	2009

This	information	was	provided	by	KidsHealth,	one	of	the	largest	resources	online	for	medically	reviewed	health	
information	written	for	parents,	kids,	and	teens.	For	more	articles	like	this	one,	visit	www.KidsHealth.org	or	www.
TeensHealth.org.		©1995-2006.	The	Nemours	Foundation
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