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Letter from the 
Board President

Greetings,
	 It	is	hard	to	believe	that	the	first	month	of	the	New	Year	has	already	passed.	
Your	Board	has	been	busy	as	the	New	Year	brings	many	tasks	that	need	to	be	
planned	and	considered.	We	have	authorized	the	rehabilitation	of	the	tennis	
courts	as	the	courts	have	needed	repairs,	and	we	believe	that	they	could	not	
be	 expected	 to	 be	 enjoyed	 by	 the	 residents	 in	 the	 condition	 they	 were	 in	
throughout	2009.	We	allocated	funding	to	make	the	necessary	repairs	during	
the	budget	process	for	2010.	We	are	also	turning	our	attention	to	the	pool	as	
swimming	season	is	rapidly	approaching.	We	will	try	to	complete	any	repairs	
in	the	offseason	to	minimize	disruptions,	but	at	times	we	will	have	problems	
that	arise	in	the	summer.	Recently,	we	had	to	replace	a	pump;	while	we	had	
hoped	to	repair	the	pump,	 it	was	beyond	repair	and	a	replacement	was	 in	
order.	
	 Early	in	January,	it	was	brought	to	the	Board’s	attention	of	a	home	that	had	
fallen	into	disrepair	as	the	owners	had	moved	away	and	chose	not	to	maintain	
the	yard	or	the	swimming	pool.	While	PCMI	conducts	regular	inspections	
in	the	neighborhood,	it	is	very	difficult	for	them	to	identify	every	item	that	
might	be	 in	violation	with	the	deed	restrictions.	The	 inspections	are	done	
during	different	times	of	the	month	and	on	different	days,	but	it	is	not	possible	
to	document	all	the	issues.	This	is	especially	true	if	there	is	a	problem	in	the	
backyard	behind	a	 fence.	We	need	your	help.	If	 there	 is	a	problem	with	a	
neighboring	property	or	on	your	street,	please	let	PCMI	know	by	giving	them	
a	telephone	call.	You	can	also	contact	a	Board	member,	but	the	Board	will	in	
turn	call	PCMI.	The	Board	takes	its	responsibilities	with	respect	to	the	Deed	
Restrictions	very	seriously	as	these	restrictions	help	to	maintain	the	quality	of	
life	we	enjoy	in	the	Trails.	
	 There	has	been	quite	a	bit	of	activity	in	the	Trails	with	respect	to	painting,	
roof	repairs,	fence	replacement,	and	other	improvements.	Please	keep	in	mind	
that	these	require	an	Architectural	Review	Form	that	is	available	on	the	web	
site	or	through	PCMI.	Finally,	there	were	considerable	fireworks	activities	in	
the	Trails	on	New	Year’s	Eve.	Please	be	cognizant	of	your	neighbors,	as	not	
everyone	enjoys	the	fireworks	and	they	may	be	trying	to	sleep.	Also,	fireworks	
can	frighten	pets.	Finally,	clean	up	the	residuals	from	the	fireworks.	Thanks!	
	 Until	next	month…

Upcoming Events
February 2

Groundhog	Day

February 3
Maintenance	Board	Meeting,	7	PM

February 14
	Happy	Valentine's	Day!

February 15
President's	Day;	

CFISD	Student	Holiday

February 17
Ash	Wednesday

	

Happy 
Valentines 

Day

Sign up to receive the Trail Writer in your 
inbox. Visit PEELinc.com for details.

Go Green
Go Paperless
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David	Gurghigian,	President	.......................... 281-894-4140
Jeff	Ottmann,	Vice	President	.......................... 281-469-1465
Wayne	Wilcox,	Secretary	................................ 281-894-6233
Jim	Giese,	Assistant	Secretary	......................... 281-890-5207
Sandor	Karpathy	............................................ 281-955-1138

To	ask	questions	or	report	problems	concerning	the	
Winchester	Trails	Subdivision,	call

PLANNED	COMMUNITY	MANAGEMENT
281-870-0585

Sheriff,	Non-911	Calls	................................... 713-221-6000

Jim	Malone	is	the	security	representative	for	WT.
His	email	can	be	found	on	the	Security	page	of	the	Trails	website.

Greg	Johnson	................................................. 832-237-8178
Jim	Malone	.................................................... 281-890-3803
Ian	McCrory	.................................................. 713-818-0138
Walter	Sonne	.................................................. 281-894-7117
Paulette	Walker	.............................................. 281-894-5708

Clubhouse	Rentals
		Linda	Van	Zuilekom	.................................... 832-592-3297
Directory	Editor
		Melissa	Zmerzlikar	............. directory@winchestertrails.com
Tennis	Committee
		Johnny	Hooker	............................................ 281-890-9123
Yard	of	the	Month
	 Angie	Drouin	.............................................. 281-955-0644
Stork	Committee
	 Ron	Matthew	...........................stork@winchestertrails.com
Welcome	Committee
	 Pat	Fernandez	....................welcome@winchestertrails.com
Newsletter	Editor
	 Melanie	Scales	................. newsletter@winchestertrails.com
	 Mary	Gwynne
Social	Committee
	 	...............................................................................OPEN

CommittEE ChairmEn

maintEnanCE 
assoCiation dirECtors

mUd #9 offiCErs

Publisher
	 Peel,	Inc.	.....................www.PEELinc.com,	888-687-6444
	 Advertising.......advertising@PEELinc.com,	888-687-6444

Board of dirECtors

holiday in the trails
	 What	 a	 fun	 and	
wonderful	 holiday	
event	in	Winchester	
Trails!	We	celebrated	
the	 holiday	 with	 a	
visit	 from	 Santa,	
c o m p l e t e 	 w i t h	
cookies	 and	 milk.	
The	 very	 popular	
hayride	was	lighted	
by	 the	 beautiful	
luminaries.	We	even	
had	snow!	
	 Thanks	to	all	the	
volunteers	that	turned	our	neighborhood	into	a	magical	Winter	
Wonderland	(if	only	for	just	a	night!).	

Winchester trails disclaimer
DISCLAIMER:		Articles	and	ads	in	this	newsletter	express	the	opinions	of	their	
authors	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	opinions	of	Winchester	Trails	Board,	
Committee	or	volunteers	(known	as	WTC).		WTC	is	not	responsible	for	the	
accuracy	 of	 any	 facts	 stated	 in	 articles	 whether	 drafted	 by	 Board	 members,	
committees	 or	 volunteers.	 	 All	 warranties	 and	 representations	 made	 in	 the	
advertising	content	are	solely	between	the	advertiser	and	purchaser.		Any	such	
claims	regarding	its	content	should	be	taken	up	with	the	specific	advertiser.
•	 Every	effort	will	be	made	to	provide	correct	and	updated	information.
•	 There	isn’t	any	liability	between	advertiser	and	Peel	Inc.	with	regards	to	ad	
costs.
•	 Every	effort	has	been	made	to	avoid	mistakes.		WTC	takes	no	responsibility	
but	will	help	with	efforts	to	correct	misprints.
•	 Under	no	circumstances	shall	WTC	be	held	for	incidental	or	consequential	
damages,	inconvenience,	loss	of	business	or	services,	or	any	other	liabilities	from	
failure	to	publish	in	a	timely	manner.
Every	resident	is	responsible	for	their	own	due	diligence	when	selecting	a	vendor	
for	services.		Just	because	a	vendor	is	listed	in	the	Trail	Writer,	we	assume	no	
responsibility	for	checks	from	the	Better	Business	Bureau,	Craig’s	List,	Angie’s	
List	or	any	other	 listing	that	might	give	a	favorable	or	non-favorable	rating.		
Please	check	each	vendor	you	are	considering,	ask	for	references	in	our	area	(don’t	
rely	on	yard	signs).		Examine	each	vendor	you	may	consider	for	business	as	a	
new	vendor.		Changes	of	five	or	ten	years	between	uses	may	indicate	ownership	
changes.		Advertising	in	the	newsletter	is	a	marketing	decision	and	assumes	no	
service,	price	or	guaranteed	checklist.
You	may	contact	Ron	Matthews	or	any	Board	member	with	questions	on	this	
disclaimer.
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Yard of The Month
Congratulations to Both Our Winners!

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement
• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
No PAymENt UNtIl ComPlEtIoN

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

Plumbing Problems? 
Isn’t it nice to be able to pick 
up the phone and make your 

troubles go away? 
That’s how it is when you call 

Pickett Plumbing. 
No mess, no fuss, no worries. 
Just the cleanest plumbers in 
town doing what they do best.$25 Off

Coupon Valid on Plumbing Repair or Drain Cleaning Jobs, No Other 
Discounts Apply         M4975              www.HoustonPlumber.comP10B 

713-896-9700 You’ll Know The Price 
Before They Start 
And They Have The 
Longest Warranties 

In The Area 

Why Re-Pipe When There’s  

Front Section
10314 Wagon trail road
Philip & Joannie evans

back Section
10422 Pearl Drive

randy & Qurisha Lucia
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Winchester trails classifieds
	 Have	any	items	that	you	need	to	get	rid	of	but	think	someone	
else	 could	use?	Have	a	useful	 service	 to	offer	your	neighbors?	
Why	not	place	an	ad	in	The	Trail	Writer?		Just	send	the	info	and	
a	phone	to	the	newsletter	editor,	and	your	ad	will	be	run	in	the	
newsletter	for	two	issues.		

Personal classifieds	(one	time	sell	items,	such	as	a	used	bike...)	
run	at	no	charge	to	Winchester	residents,	limit	30	words,	please	
e-mail	articles@PEELinc.com.

business classifieds	(offering	a	service	or	product	line	for	profit)	
are	$50,	limit	40	words,	please	contact	Peel,	Inc.	Sales	Office	@	
888-687-6444	or	advertising@PEELinc.com.

Welcome 
to Winchester Trails!

	 Hailing	from	Iowa	and	now	calling	10427	Minturn	Lane	home	is	
the	Rangel	family.		Dad,	Anthony,	is	a	chemistry	teacher,	football	and	
golf	coach	in	CFISD	while	mom,	Christy,	is	a	reading	intervention	
teacher	 in	AISD.	 	 Joining	 them	are	 children	 Jackson,	 age	7,	 and	
Brooklyn,	age	4	as	well	as	the	family	pet	shephard	mixes,	Riley	and	
Koda.

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing
Publishing community newsletters since 1991

1-888-687-6444 www.PEELinc.com

Support Your 
Neighborhood

Newsletter.

Advertise your business
to your neighbors.

Kari Harrison
Sales Representative
713-855-1731

kari@peelinc.com

not avaiLabLe 
onLine
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(Continued on page 6)

Spark Power BankSpark Power Bank
Electricity Rates Are 
At Near Record Lows!

Compare our rates to ANY power provider in Texas and 
you’ll see why SparkPowerBank.com is the low cost leader!

SIGN-UP ONLINE TODAY!
WWW.SPARKPOWERBANK.COM

SIGN-UP ONLINE TODAY!
WWW.SPARKPOWERBANK.COM

Please choose “Newsletter Ad” as your referral

I’m Texas Energy Analyst Alan Lammey. 
Maybe you’ve heard me on the radio talking
about the market forces that drive energy 
prices. I’m here to tell you that you’re not 

stuck paying those high prices
to big electric companies anymore!

Why pay more than you have to?Why pay more than you have to?

	 February	is	prime	time	for	getting	the	yard	back	into	good	shape	
and	ready	for	a	new	growing	season	before	the	warm	weather	arrives	
and	 before	 the	 weeds	 start	 to	 take	 control,	 and	 there	 are	 already	
plenty	of	winter	weeds	to	take	care	of.	A	couple	of	hard	freezes	this	
winter	may	have	damaged	your	patio	plants	and	some	of	the	garden	
shrubs,	so	cut	off	the	dead	wood	and	give	them	chance	to	recover.	
By	mid-February	we	should	be	safe	 from	the	danger	of	any	more	
frosts,	so	now	is	the	time	to	complete	the	winter	pruning	of	trees,	
evergreens	and	summer-flowering	shrubs	to	encourage	new	growth.	
Don't	 prune	 the	 spring-flowering	 shrubs	 -	 you'll	 be	 cutting	 off	
potential	blooms.	Try	to	plant	(or	move)	trees	and	shrubs	before	they	
start	their	springtime	growth	spurt.	This	is	also	a	favorable	month	
to	set	cuttings	of	hardwood	shrubs	and	also	to	divide,	separate	and	
transplant	perennials.
	 Don't	 forget	 that	Valentine's	day	 is	 the	 traditional	deadline	 for	
rose	pruning;	cut	back	to	about	three	or	four	good	canes,	knee-high	
(except	climbing	varieties).	Climbing	roses	will	bloom	on	last	year's	
growth	and	you	need	to	maintain	lateral	canes	on	a	trellis,	fence	or	
wall	to	promote	flowering.	Select	and	plant	new	bare-root	roses	now	
(container-grown	plants	can	go	in	later,	if	you	wish),	but	don't	feed	
newly	planted	bushes	until	after	first	bloom.
	 It's	not	too	late	to	apply	dormant	oil	spray	on	fruit	trees,	and	it's	

GrEEn thUmB CornEr
a	perfect	time	to	clean	up,	cultivate	and	mulch	all	the	beds.	Do	it	
now,	while	the	weather	is	pleasantly	cool	and	the	task	is	manageable	
-	leave	it	too	late	and	you'll	find	yourself	struggling	to	take	care	of	
overgrown	weeds	in	the	summer.	
	 Feed	trees	by	using	a	stake	or	a	length	of	pipe	to	drive	a	series	of	
holes	a	foot	deep	and	a	foot	or	so	apart	around	the	drip	line,	and	
apply	a	small	handful	of	general-purpose	fertilizer	(such	as	12-24-
12)	in	each	hole.	A	good	rule	of	thumb	is	to	apply	a	total	of	about	
one	and	a	half	pounds	for	each	inch	of	trunk	diameter.	If	your	pine	
trees	have	very	pale	green	or	yellowish	needles,	that’s	a	sign	that	the	
soil	is	too	alkaline,	and	the	cure	is	to	include	a	soil	acidifier	with	the	
fertilizer	(an	iron	supplement	such	as	“Ironite”	serves	the	purpose	
very	well).	Magnolias	also	need	acid	soil	conditions,	so	use	special	
azalea/camellia	fertilizer	or	add	a	soil	acidifier.	
	 Hold	off	feeding	the	grass	until	it	starts	to	green-up,	and	don't	feed	
azaleas	until	after	they	bloom,	but	do	go	ahead	and	fertilize	evergreen	
shrubs.	In	general,	wait	until	March	to	feed	the	ornamental	shrubs	
-	feeding	too	early	will	encourage	tender	new	growth	that	may	be	
nipped	if	we	are	unlucky	enough	to	get	a	very	late	frost.	Pansies	have	
a	hearty	appetite	and	need	a	balanced	fertilizer	(13-13-13)	every	few	
weeks;	remove	faded	blossoms	to	encourage	new	blooms.	The	pansies	
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1-888-687-6444 ext. 24

Promote Your Business

need an advertising sPecialitY item?

Experience Matters
Doing business for

30+ years.

Do You Have Reason 
to Celebrate?

We	want	to	hear	from	you!	Email	articles@PEELinc.com	
to	let	the	community	know!

should	have	another	couple	of	months	of	useful	life	but	the	recent	
mild	winter	season	has	really	been	too	warm	for	a	good	display.
	 Before	we	get	into	the	heavy	grass-cutting	season,	it's	a	good	idea	
to	 sharpen	 the	 mower	 blade	 and	 take	 care	 of	 other	 maintenance	
activities	on	the	machine.	And	it's	not	too	late	to	fill	in	those	low	
spots	in	the	lawn	where	someone	drove	over	the	grass;	use	a	good	
weed-free	topsoil	or	sand	and	don't	bury	the	grass	too	deep	at	each	
application	-	leave	the	leaf	tips	sticking	out	to	encourage	it	to	grow	
through.
	 In	the	vegetable	garden,	set	out	plants	of	the	cool-weather	varieties	
(broccoli,	cabbage,	cauliflower)	and	plant	seeds	for	beets,	rutabaga,	
carrots	and	potatoes.	If	you	are	also	thinking	of	raising	a	second	potato	
crop	in	the	fall,	plan	ahead	by	getting	extra	seed	potatoes	now	and	
storing	them	in	the	refrigerator.	It's	usually	impossible	to	buy	them	
in	late	summer,	and	regular	potatoes	from	the	grocery	store	may	not	
sprout	because	they	are	usually	treated	with	a	growth	inhibitor.
THIS MONTH'S TIP:
	 While	you're	busy	pruning	those	trees	and	shrubs,	remember	the	
rule-of-thumb	about	not	cutting	off	more	than	one	third	of	the	foliage	
at	any	one	time	(except	for	crape	myrtles,	which	can	tolerate	being	
cut	back	to	almost	nothing).
Phil	Richards
Prich8935@aol.com

Green thumb corner - (Continued from page 5) tomato and Pepper sale and Expo
	 AgriLife	Extension	and	the	Harris	County	Master	Gardeners	will	
be	holding	 their	Tomato	and	Pepper	Sale	 and	Expo	on	Saturday	
February	27th,	9am	to	2pm	at	the	AgriLife	Extension	office	located	
at	3033	Bear	Creek	Drive,	Houston	Tx	77084.	
	 The	sale	will	feature	the	best	varieties	of	tomatoes,	peppers,	and	
herbs	for	Harris	County.	
	 The	expo	hours	are	9am	to	12pm,	and	will	feature	fun,	educational	
exhibits	for	the	entire	family.			The	expo	topics	include:		Fire	Ants,	
Garden	Pests,	Herbs,	Low	Volume	Irrigation,	Pruning,	Rainwater	
Harvesting,	and	Soils	and	Composting.
	 For	more	information	visit	http://harris-tx.tamu.edu/hort/docs/
10TPSaleFlyer.pdf,	or	call	David	Parish	at	281-855-5600.
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DISCLAIMER:	Articles	and	ads	in	this	newsletter	express	the	opinions	of	their	
authors	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	opinions	of	Peel,	Inc.	or	its	employees.	
Peel,	Inc.	is	not	responsible	for	the	accuracy	of	any	facts	stated	in	articles	submitted	
by	others.	The	publisher	also	assumes	no	responsibility	for	the	advertising	content	
with	this	publication.	All	warranties	and	representations	made	in	the	advertising	
content	are	solely	that	of	the	advertiser	and	any	such	claims	regarding	its	content	
should	be	taken	up	with	the	advertiser.
*	The	publisher	assumes	no	liability	with	regard	to	its	advertisers	for	misprints	
or	failure	to	place	advertising	in	this	publication	except	for	the	actual	cost	of	
such	advertising.
*	Although	every	effort	is	taken	to	avoid	mistakes	and/or	misprints,	the	publisher	
assumes	no	responsibility	for	any	errors	of	information	or	typographical	mistakes,	
except	 as	 limited	 to	 the	 cost	 of	 advertising	 as	 stated	 above	or	 in	 the	 case	 of	
misinformation,	a	printed	retraction/correction.
*	Under	no	circumstances	shall	 the	publisher	be	held	 liable	 for	 incidental	or	
consequential	damages,	inconvenience,	loss	of	business	or	services,	or	any	other	
liabilities	from	failure	to	publish,	or	from	failure	to	publish	in	a	timely	manner,	
except	as	limited	to	liabilities	stated	above.

Articles	 in	 this	 newsletter	 express	 the	 opinions	 of	 their	 authors	 and	 do	 not	
necessarily	reflect	the	opinions	of	Peel,	Inc.	or	any	of	its	employees.	Peel,	Inc.	
is	not	responsible	for	the	accuracy	of	any	facts	stated	in	articles	submitted	by	
others.	Federal	Copyright	Laws	prohibit	the	reproduction	of	previously	published	
materials	which	include	newspaper	articles,	magazine	articles	and	web	page	articles	
without	the	original	author's	expressed	written	consent.	Please	do	not	submit	
articles	which	are	in	violation	of	this	law.

1-888-687-6444
advertising@PEELinc.com
www.PEELinc.com

Publishing Community Newsletters Since 1991

Blackhorse Ranch
 Bridgeland

Coles Crossing
Copperfield
Cypress Mill
Cypress Point
Eagle Springs

Enchanted Valley
Fairfield
Fairwood
Fawnlake

Harvest Bend The Village
Lakes of Fairhaven
Lakes on Eldridge

Lakes on Eldridge North
Lakewood Grove
Legends Ranch

Longwood
Pine Brook
Riata Ranch

Shadow Creek Ranch
Silverlake

Steeplechase
Stone Gate

Summerwood
Village Creek
Willowbridge
Willowlake

Willow Pointe
Winchester Country
Winchester Trails
Windermere Lakes
Woodedge Village
Wortham Villages

“What happens in Vegas …”
The	 2010	 S.N.A.P.	 (Senior	 Night	 After	 Prom)	 Committee	 of	

Cypress	Creek	High	School	will	host	a	Las	Vegas-style	Parent	Night	
Out	on	Sunday,	February	21st,	2010	from	5	p.m.	to	9	p.m.	This	fun	
evening,	featuring	dinner,	casino	games,	silent	and	live	auctions	will	
be	held	at	Parkway	Chevrolet,	25500	Hwy.	249.			Tickets	are	$25	
per	person,	and	include	dinner,	$3,000	casino	money	and	2	drink	
tickets.		The	event	is	open	to	everyone	–	being	a	Cy	Creek	parent	is	
not	required.		For	casino	night	tickets	and/or	contributions,	please	
contact	 Jeannette	Harris	 at	713-560-6666	or	 jharrissix@comcast.
net.

A	2010	Cougar	Blue	Camaro	will	also	
be	 raffled	off	during	 the	casino	night	
in	support	of	S.N.A.P.		Raffle	tickets	
are	$20	each	or	6	for	$100.		You	
do	not	have	 to	be	present	 to	
win.	 	 Contact	 Mike	Wilson	
at	832-496-2748	or	michael.
e.wilson@exxonmobil.com	for	
raffle	 tickets.	 	 Details	 about	
the	2010	S.N.A.P.	are	at	www.
cyckreeksnap.org.
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