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Saturday, April 10
8 a.m. – 1 p.m.

St. John Lutheran 
Church

15235 Spring Cypress
	 The youth of St. John 
are hosting a garage sale to 
raise funds for the National 
Youth Gathering. Everyone 
welcome! If you wish to 
purchase a spot to hold 
your own sale or for more 
info call 281.373.0503.

The Texas Terrapins 12 & Under
Finish Strong at the Spring Champs Meet
	 The Texas Terrapins Cypress’s own year 
round swimming club finished off the season 
with a big splash. 27 of the 30 swimmers from 
area neighborhoods that participated achieve 
best times, and 18 swimmers moved up to new 
levels. Outstanding swims were achieved by 
swimmers of all ages in all the Terrapin training 
groups. 
	 The following are the Terrapin Team 
highlights:

8 & Under - The girls’ medley relay grabbed 
first place comprised of Komie Nguyen, 
Delaney Crowder, Beth McNeese, and Danica 
Gubic. Beth McNeese took first place honors 
in 100 back, 200 free, and 50 fly; Delaney 
Crowder took second in the 50 back and 3rd 
in the 50 fly; Danica Gubic to 3rd in the 100 
IM, Byron Keller sped to first place in the 50 
fly, and grabbed second in the 100 free and IM; 
Jackson Dement was 4rd in the 50 free; Komie 
Nguyen was 2nd in the 100 IM; and Collin 
Stewart took 1st in the 100 IM, 2nd in the 50 
breast, and 3rd in the 100 free. 

9-10 - Luke Bowman sped to a 1st place finish 
in the 50 fly, and 2nd in the 50 breast. Luke 

was cheered on by his grandfather – Coach 
Eddie Reese of the University of Texas.  Matt 
Braswell was 1st in the 50 back. Jacob Eubanks 
cruised to 2nd place in the 50 back. Makenna 
Meyer was 3rd in the 50 breast. The girls and 
boys medley relay both took 4th place.

11-12 - Abbie Jones achieve her 4th TAGs time 
in the 50 back and took 2nd place in both the 
200 and 50 free; Lexi Bruno has now moved 
to the elite level with 3 A standards in the 50, 
100 and 200 breaststroke events; Paige Fery 
placed 6th in the 100 fly, 100 and 200 back; 
Becca Taylor achieved her first A time in the 
100 back placing 2nd, as well as 3rd in the 200 
back. Aaron Thomson sped to 2nd in the 50 fly, 
and 4th in the 100 fly; Emi Strautman was 5th 
in the 100 free, and 100 % best times. 
	 This was a tremendous team effort in the 
final meet of the Short Course season for the 
Terrapins. When you ask your swimmers and 
families who you want to train with not only 
to reach your full potential, but to do it in a 
nurturing atmosphere we hope you 
think one thing….TTST!!! 

Don’t want to 
wait for

the mail?
View the current 

issue of The Times 
on the 1st day of 

each month at 
www.PEELinc.com
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY................................................................911
Fire...................................................................................... 911
Ambulance.......................................................................... 911
Harris County Sheriff..........................................713-221-3300
Cy-Fair Volunteer Fire Dept...............................281-550-6663

Area hospitals 
Cy-Fair Medical Center..................................  281-897-3300
North Cypress Medical Center ....................... 281-477-0830
Willowbrook Methodist ................................. 281-477-1000

Schools
Cy-Fair ISD.........................................................281-897-4000
Cy-Fair ISD.................................................... 281-897-4000
Robison Elementary School............................ 281-213-1700
Spillane Middle School ................................... 281-213-1645
Cy Woods High School................................... 281-213-1727
Cy Fair High School........................................ 281-897-4600

Utilities
Trash - Republic Waste.................................... 281-446-2030 
Water and Sewer ............................................ 800-579-4500 
Gas-Centerpoint Energy.................................. 800-579-4500 
Electricity - Reliant Energy............................ 800-735-42568

Public services
Cypress Post Office ..........................................281-373-9125
Drivers License Info........................................ 281-955-1100
Harris County Tax ..........................................713-224-1919

Newsletter Publisher
Peel, Inc...............................................................888-687-6444
Article Submissions..........................bridgeland@peelinc.com
Advertising....................................... advertising@peelinc.com

	 The Times is a monthly newsletter mailed to all Bridgeland 
residents.  Each newsletter is filled with valuable information 
about the community, local area activities, school information 
and more.
	 If you are involved with a school group, play group, scouts, 
sports activity, social group, etc. and would like to submit an 
article for the newsletter you can do so online at www.PEELinc.
com or you can email it articles@peelinc.com. Personal news for the 
Stork Report, Teenage Job Seekers, special celebrations, birthday 
announcements and military service are also welcome.
	 Our goal is to keep you informed!

A newsletter for Bridgeland residents.
 The Times

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

Texas’ Most Experienced Since 1989

281-495-8800



Copyright © 2010 Peel, Inc.	 The Times - April 2010     �

The Times

Listing Your Home for Sale in
Bridgeland?

Call your Cypress RE/MAX real estate expert

Named one of Houston’s Top 25 Real Estate Teams by the
Houston Business Journal for 2008!

17920 Huffmeister, Suite 140 • Cypress, Texas 77429

281-304-9500
281-731-7399

Virtual Tour Our Listings
at:

Broker/Owner

Lakeland

Kirk Elementary to 
Host Book Fair Event, April 

12 to 16, 2010
What: Kirk Elementary will host a Scholastic Book Fair on April 
12, 2010 to April 16, 2010.  The Book Fair will offer specially priced 
books and educational products, including new releases, award-
winning titles, children’s classics, interactive software, adult books, 
and current bestsellers from more than 100 publishers.  Families, 
teachers, and the community are invited to attend the Book Fair, 
featuring a fun theme: Book Fair Diner: All You Can Read!
	 On April 12, 2010 from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm, the Book Fair will 
be having Family night.  Please help support our school and join us 
for a sweet treat.

When:  The Book Fair will be open daily from 8:30 am to 4:00 
pm, April 12, 2010 to April 16, 2010.

Where:  Kirk Elementary is located at 12421 Tanner Road, 
Houston, TX 77041.

More: Book Fair customers may help the school build classroom 
libraries and improve children's reading skills by purchasing books 
through the Classroom Wish List and One for Books® programs.

Cypress Ranch Classics 
Selected for 

All District Drill Team!
	 On December 12, 2009, the Cypress Fairbanks Independent 
School District held its annual All District Drill Team Try-Outs 
for all junior and senior girls who are drill team members at the 
various 10 high schools in the Cy-Fair school district.  Over 70 girls 
participated, but only 40 were chosen to represent CFISD.  We are 
so proud of all of the girls, way to go CLASSICS!  

Pictured right: 
(center)  Kel s i 
Lionberger, (left 
to right) Heather 
H a m m o n d , 
Victoria Wright, 
a n d  K e l s e y 
Cannon.
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Precious Baby 
Protectors
Baby Proofing

Our Commitment is to make sure that 
your home is safe for your child!

Houston’s Baby Proofing Experts

281-438-4670
www.preciousbabyprotectors.com
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Removable Pool Safety Fences

Laps For Lupus!
We Need Your Support

Please Join Us!
What:  Laps for Lupus Walk

to Raise Money for the
Lupus Foundation of America

Registration Fee is $10
Go to: www.laps4lupus.kintera.org/cypressranch

to make a donation and/or register
	 Participants will receive a Laps for Lupus t-shirt, information 
about what Lupus is and how you can help bring awareness to our 
community & schools.  Lunch, Baked Goods, & Raffle Items will 
be available after the walk.
	 Please Note:  All Money Raised Will Be Donated to the Lupus 
Foundation of America.
When:	 Saturday, April 10th 
	 	 	 10:00 ~ 12:00
Where:	 Cypress Ranch High School
	 	 	 Football Field Track
Who:	 Cypress Ranch PALS class
	 	 	 (Peer Assistance & Leadership Service)
Why:	 To Help Raise Money for the
	 	 	 Lupus Foundation in Honor of Kelsey Cannon
 *Thank you for your continued prayers & support.  For those of 
you who might not know, Kelsey was diagnosed with Lupus, 
Sjogren’s Syndrome & Fibromyalgia in August.   There is 
no cure for these auto immune diseases; the 
doctors can only treat the symptoms.  
We feel extremely fortunate 
f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
help raise money and find 
a cure, thank you PALS!  
For additional information 
please call Lisa Cannon at 
281.373.1969.

PlayNation: The Leader in Safety, Durability, 
and just plain FUN!

All Inclusive 
and

Ready to Assemble!

Great
Play
Value!

See Our Exciting NEW 2010
Line-up of Mystic Series sets!

PlayNation Houston • (281) 923-2874
www.PlayNationHouston.com

FREE In-Yard Consultations • Professional Installation Available

Calling All Runners/Walkers
	 USA Fit Cypress is a running club located here in Bridgeland.  The 
club will begin meeting every Saturday morning at the Bridgeland 
Lakeland Activity Center at 6:30 am.  We are a group of dedicated 
runners and walkers that have just completed several marathons or 
half marathons over the last few months.  During our “off” season, 
now through July, we will be running various distances in an effort 
to maintain the base that we built up while training for the Houston 
Marathon.
	 If you are already a runner or walker, regardless of the distance, or 
if you are brand new to the sport, please join us.  Between now and 
July, we will meet informally, to pound the trails with fellow runners.  
Everyone is welcome to come out and join us, regardless of your ability.  
Fast or slow, there is a place for you.
	 For those that watched the Houston Marathon or Half-Marathon, 
or know someone that did, you can utilize these runs to build up a 
base that will help you once our “official” training program begins in 
July as we prepare for Houston 2011.
	 Come and join us on Saturday mornings for a run or a walk.  I, and 
several other runners, will be meeting every Saturday morning at the 
parking lot next to the Bridgeland Lakeland Activity Center, the lot 
closest to the outdoor play area.  We will begin at 6:30.
Hope to see you on Saturday mornings.
Robynne Parry - Organizer of USAFit Cypress
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Bridgeland Book Club
The Bridgeland Book Club is a group for anyone who enjoys 

reading and discussing books.   The group reads all genres from 
mysteries to nonfiction, from the latest published to classics that 
have stood the test of time.  The book club meets on the second 
Thursday of every month at the Lakeland Activity Center from 7:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

This group is open to both men 
and women.   New faces are always 
welcome.  

For more information on this group 
please write to the bridgelandbookclub@
gmail.com. 

Bridgeland Empty Nesters
The Empty Nesters are a group of people mostly 50 and older 

whose children have left the “Nest”.
The group is about getting together for no other reason than to 

make new friends, enjoy old friends, and most of all have fun. We 
meet the third Thursday of each month at the Lakeland Activity 
Center at 7:00 pm.

Contact Rita Schoonover at rschoonover@etechsw.com.

www.lawnscapingplus.net

Landscape Design, Installation & Renovation

Irrigation Installation & Repair (LI18420)

Complete Lawn & Landscape Maintenance

Lawn Fertilization/Prevention Programs • Landscape Lighting 

Natural Stone Patios & Walkways • Complete Pool Renovation

832.482.8765
Visit Our Website at

Fully Insured

10%
OFF

any service
with this ad

Your little ones’ ouches
are our Urgent Care’s 
fi rst focus! A visit to the Emergency 

Room can cost as much 
as fi ve times more than 
a visit to an Urgent care 
center.

“Experienced emergency 
room physicians 

without the cost or wait 
of your typical emergency 

room visit”

Your Neighborhood Urgent Care Center

Open Everyday 9am–9pm
(except major holidays)

281-304-1100
www.excelurgentcare.com

Conveniently located at the end 
of the Target shopping strip 
adjacent to the Best Buy on 

US Hwy 290 & Spring Cypress  

AGGIE MOMS CLUB 
NW HARRIS COUNTY

APRIL MEETING
	 Calling all Aggie Moms to the April 13th meeting to be held at 7 
pm at the Houston Distribution Center conveniently located near 
Willowbrook Mall at the corner of Cutten Road and 7100 High Life 
Drive.  All current, future, and former Aggie Moms are encouraged 
to attend!   One of the main goals for the Aggie Mom’s Club is to 
fundraise in order to provide scholarships for our Aggie students, 
therefore the April meeting is all about scholarships!  Join us as we 
listen to former Aggie scholarship winners and learn how these 
scholarships contributed to their Aggie experience.   Find out which 
Aggie students will be recipients of the new 2010 Scholarship awards.  
Attend the meeting to vote for your favorite TAMU organization 
to receive club funds!  Join us as we elect the new officers for the 
2010-2011 Aggie Moms Club.
	 Other upcoming events include a “Boots N Whoops” western 
dance fundraiser to be held March 28th and a baseball tailgate party 
in April.   For more information, please see our website at www.
nwhcaggiemoms.com.  
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CallÊtodayÊforÊaÊfreeÊestimate.

A Promise From The Maids Home Services
Housecleaning Teams

NowÊservingÊtheÊRichmond,ÊRosenbergÊ
andÊSugarÊLandÊareas.

832-593-7500
www.thehoustonmaids.com

Trust The Maids. The most trusted name in home services.
ToÊcaptureÊupÊtoÊ99%ÊofÊallÊdustÊandÊallergensÊwithÊourÊprofessionalÊHEPA¥Ê
ÞltrationÊBackÊPackÊVacs.

ToÊuseÊenvironmentallyÊpreferableÊcleaningÊproducts.¥Ê

ToÊcleanÊkitchenÊandÊbathroomÊßoorsÊonÊhandsÊandÊknees.¥Ê

AtÊÞrst,ÊpeopleÊhireÊusÊforÊtheÊthoroughnessÊofÊ

ourÊsystem.ÊThen,ÊtheyÊdiscoverÊsomeÊbeneÞtsÊ

thatÊareÊevenÊmoreÊimportant.

Project Prom 2010 - Cy-Fair High School
Powder Puff Game
April 7, 2010 at Cy-Fair High School
	 The Senior ladies play Powder Puff 
Football, guys are the coaches! To be held 
at Cy-Fair High School.  Senior men play 
volleyball. Opportunity to Earn Project Prom 
bucks working in the concession stand and 
baking goods for event.  You won’t want to 
miss this one!!  Stephanie Harrison

Dress Resale Boutique
April 10, 2010 at the Wortham Club House, 
pool area
	 Gently Used formal dresses. Nothing 
priced over $25.00, Many Sizes Available.
	 More details and pictures can be found  at 
www.cyfairprojectprom.org or contact
Micheline Hutson    mhutson@sbcglobal.
net.

Cy Fair Project Prom Golf 
Tournament
April 16, 2010 • Noon Start
Houston National Golf Course
	 The Cy Fair Project prom Golf Tournament 
will be held on April 16, 2010 at Houston 
National Golf Course in the Stone Gate 
Subdivision, off Barker Cypress. The cost 
is $110 per golfer. If you are a member of 
Houston National Golf Course, the green 
fees will be waived and your total cost will 
be $65.00. There are many other sponsorship 
opportunities and volunteer positions 
available.
	 This will be a fun tournament with lots of 
challenges for the golfers. The golf package 
includes lunch, golf, raffles and a silent 
auction. The Shotgun start is noon.

	 If you are interested in golfing, volunteering, 
sponsoring or donating some items for the 
raffle or auction, please contact Jimmy 
Kuzniarek at 281.387.7922 or email at 
jimmy.kuzniarek@nov.com.

General Meeting 
Monday, April 22, 2009
7-9 pm in the Cy-Fair HS Cafeteria. 
	 Doors open at 6:30 for shopping .  
More information can be found at www.
cyfairprojectprom.org
	 The Cy-Fair Prom will be held on April 30, 
2010 at the Westin Galleria Hotel 8:00 pm 
-midnight. Project Prom will be at the Berry 
Center April 30th 11:00 pm – 6:00 am May 
1.
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Spring Cypress at Skinner Road
17255 Spring Cypress Road, Suite A

www.txercare.com

281-304-9113

Texas Emergency Care Center is open 24 hours a day.
We’re committed to delivering comprehensive medical services in a
comfortable environment with little to no wait time – day or night.

You’ll experience:
• A full-service facility equipped with a complete laboratory,

radiology, CT scanning and cardiac monitoring.
• Prompt, friendly and caring service.
• Quality face time with a physician who is Board Certified in

Emergency Medicine.

After all, emergencies just can’t wait.

All private insurance accepted.

Emergency Room Open 24 Hours

READY OR NOT...WE ARE.TM

TECS TM ad-newsletter Cypress 7.5x5-Peel:Layout 1  11/5/09  11:16 AM  Page 1

Local Bluegrass and
Old Time Music Jamming

	 The Fairfield Bluegrass Jammers are sponsoring Bluegrass music 
jamming at Kleb Woods Nature Center and  Preserve where the fun 
begins on the 4th Saturday of each month at 12 noon and where 
everyone is invited to pick, sing, listen, fellowship, or walk the trails 
and watch the beautiful birds. You will find folks with their guitars, 
banjos, fiddles, mandolins, bases and dobros warming up to do a 
little picking and singing.  When the music and singing begins so 
does the foot tapping and fun.  
	 The musicians from beginner to pro are having a great ole time 
playing this old-time music of Bill Monroe and Ralph Stanley. 
There are 3 types of music played – Bluegrass, Gospel, and old-time 
country.    The listeners are so captivated by the joyful energetic music 
and musicians they are hearing that they also cannot help but do a 
little toe tapping and clapping themselves. When 4 PM arrives you 
find the musicians just as enthusiastic and reluctant to leave as at 
the beginning. The energy comes from the deep love that everyone 
has for the music. 
	 Pickers and listener are welcome.  No charges. Just fun Jammin 
or listening.

	 Kleb Woods Nature Center and Reserve (Draper Rd.) is located 
about 15 to 20 minutes away and is located on Draper Rd., off  
Mueschke Rd. in Tomball area.  The Reserve is a Harris 
County Park and a bird watchers paradise and museum.  
From the parking lot you will walk about 200ft to the 
center.  No selling, soliciting, alcohol,or drugs permitted. 
Check out Kleb Woods web-site at:  www.pct3.hctx.
net/parks/klebwoodsnaturepres.aspx.
	 The Cypress/Tomball Area Bluegrass Jam 
(Northwest Harris County) 4th Saturday Jam 
is sponsored by The Fairfield Bluegrass 
Jammers and is being held at the nearby 
Kleb Woods Nature Center and Reserve 
outside Tomball, 12 Noon to 4 PM. 
For more Information regarding 
the Bluegrass Jam contact -  Nema 
Redding at:   281-373-1777 
or 281-910-4395.   E-Mail:  
tn.blugras@earthlink.net
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Bridgeland
Stork Report
Congratulations!
Let us help celebrate...
email info on the arrival
of your little one to
bridgeland@peelinc.com.

Bridgeland
Women’s Club

First Ladies of Bridgeland
Meet the third Friday of every month.

 

  teens 

 Suite 135 
 77429 
 Cypress) 

 

f 281.758.2791 

 

 

 

 

               infants  children

13611 Skinner Road,
Cypress, Texas

(Skinner at Spring
www.cypresskidsden�st.com

p 281.758.2790  

 

Cy-Fair Express Network 
Hosts Cy-Fair

Women’s Expo
Event:	   Cy-Fair Women’s Expo
When:	   April 22, 2010
Time: 	  11:00 am – 2:00 pm
Where:	 Houston National Golf Club
	   	 16500 Houston national Blvd
  	 	 	 Houston, TX.  77095
 	 	 	 (281)304-1400

Cy-Fair Women’s Expo- Don’t miss it!
	 Browse area businesses, win door prizes, and celebrate Earth Day 
with an exciting Women’s Expo focused on your health and the 
environment.  Admission is free and lunch is available for $15.   To 
RSVP for lunch please contact anya@lucascarcare.com.   Proudly 
sponsored by Cy-Fair Medical Center, Lone Star College-CyFair, 
Cy-Fair Federal Credit Union, Gotta Wanna Dance, and CYFEN.  
More information: www.cyfen.org.
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Matt’s Custom Decks, Inc.
since 1991

Patio Covers • Shade Arbors
Outdoor Kitchens

Pool Houses • Pool Baths

Matt’s Custom Decks•281-894-2162 LoneStar.edu

Jump start your college career with 
*FREE Dual Credit courses!

Juniors and seniors – It doesn’t take a genius to do 
something smart. Earn high school and college credit in 

English, math, history, computer science and more.
You don’t have to be an AP student to enroll and classes 

transfer to public universities and colleges of Texas. 
*Some fees do apply, but fee scholarships and textbook scholarships are available.

Next information session set 
April 14  • 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Check us out online.

LoneStar.edu/jumpstart-cyfair

Lone Star College-Fairbanks Center
14955 Northwest Freeway
Houston, TX 77040

Lone Star College-CyFair
9191 Barker Cypress
Cypress, TX 77433

affirmative action/eeo college

Rachael’s

Now in Stock at 
ALL Locations!

12312 Barker Cypress @ 290 • 281-256-9800

Advertise 
Your Business Here

888-687-6444

“Ladies, Do You Like To Sing?
	 Thousands of women were inspired as they watched NBC’s new 
show “The Sing-Off”.  You, too, can experience the exhilaration of 
performing and singing four-part a cappella style harmony.   Join 
Houston Horizon Chorus, the award-winning women’s chorus, as 
their guest and sing with real women, produce real harmony and 
have real fun!  The ability to read music is not required.
When:  Tuesday, April 13th, 6:30 - 10:00 PM
Where:   Grace Hall Education Center, Unity Church of 
Christianity
             2819 Hillcroft, Houston, TX  77057
Cost:  FREE!
	 Visit this talented, friendly chorus and put the joy of music back into 
your life!  For additional information, go to:  www.houstonhorizon.
org, then call 1-877-571-4465 or email April13@HoustonHorizon.
org to pre-register.  Last-minute guests are also welcome.”
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Jennifer Kwak, M.D.

281.304.5100

Office HOurs
Monday - Thursday: 9 am - 5 pm

Friday: 9 am - noon
*Saturday: 9 am - noon (Sept - April Only) 

Closed During the Summer Months on Saturdays

Parul Patel, M.D.
Welcomes

Fairfield Medical Center
15040 Fairfield Village Square Dr. Suite #150

Cypress, Texas 77433

Cy-Fair Republican 
Women

	 Cy-Fair Republican Women is a fun, 
informative and friendly club that would 
love to see YOU at our next meeting.  We 
meet at 10:30 a.m. , the second Tuesday 
of every month at Carraba’s Italian Grill 
on Hwy. 6 near Longenbaugh.   Texas 
State Representative Patricia Harless will 
be speaking on the 2010 Census and 
redistricting at our April 13th meeting.   
Don’t miss this opportunity to meet this 
dynamic woman and hear about these 
important issues.   At our May 11th meeting, 
Republican activist and Comedian Eric 
Golub will be speaking to the group. Come 
hear his unique perspective our world today 
– you are sure to be entertained and educated 
at the same time.   For more information, 
please see our website at CFRW.net or call 
Mary Moss at 281-550-9415 to RSVP.

Annual 12th Russian Children’s Folk 
Festival 2010

	 Happy Families has been sponsoring 
orphaned children to participate in our 
Russian Children’s Folk Festival since 1981!  
We plan to bring 15-20 children ages 6-12 
from orphanages in the Kaliningrad region 
with their chaperones to Houston, TX in 
June 2010.  The children will be staying with 
host families for 2 weeks.  
	 School age children are one of the most 
deprived groups of Russian orphans.  They 
have few chances for a bright future in Russia.  
The festival gives them a unique opportunity 
to see a different world outside of their 
orphanages.  
	 These annual events have found much 
attention from the media, including coverage 
on ABC’s Good Morning America and New 
York Times and many more.  See details at 
www.happyfamilies.org.

	 What are the requirements to bring 
a child?   Happy Families needs to raise 
about $2,000 to bring each participant.  
This covers airfare, transportation in 
Russia, passports, visas, medical insurance, 
translation and coordination.   We are 
asking for your support and participation 
in this project.   Please contact us for 
additional information on how you can 
help.
Sincerely,

Svetlana Startz
Director, Russian Children’s Festival
Svetlana@happyfamilies.org
281-871-8008

Trinh Le, Ph.D.
Parent Volunteer
trinhtole@hotmail.com
281-304-4361
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281-256-2204
Tues-Thurs 9AM - 7PM

Fri 9AM - 5PM
Sat 9AM-4PM

Salons at Stone Gate
11734 Barker Cypress

(One block south of Hwy 290)

www.salonsatstonegate.com

Now Booking for Prom 
Updo’s and Make-up!

New Hair, New Skin, New You!

FINANCIAL FOCUS
Put Your Tax Refund to Work

It’s Tax Refund Season again. This year, if you’re going to get a 
check from your Uncle Sam, why not put it to work to help you 
meet your financial goals?

Last year, the average tax refund was more than $2,700, according 
to the IRS. The size of your refund, or whether you will get one at 
all, depends on your individual circumstances. But if you are going 
to get a refund, plan ahead for what you’ll do with it. Here are a 
few possibilities:

• Pay down some debts.  In these difficult economic times, 
you may be carrying a higher debt load than usual.  If so, you may 
want to use some of your refund to pay down some of these debts. 
The lower your debt payments, the better your cash flow and the 
more money you’ll have to invest for the future.

• Build an emergency fund. If you don’t already have 
an emergency fund containing six to 12 months’ worth of living 
expenses, you could use your tax refund to start one. Without 
such a fund, you may find yourself constantly dipping into your 
long-term investments to pay for unexpected costs, such as a new 
furnace or an expensive car repair. Keep your emergency fund in 

a liquid account — one that you don’t draw on for your day-to-
day expenses.

• Help fund your IRA.  In 2010, you can put in up to $5,000 
to your IRA. Consequently, if you received a $2,700 refund, you’d 
have more than half of what you need to fully fund your IRA for 
the year. (If you’re 50 or older, however, you can contribute up to 
$6,000 per year.)

You might not think that your $2,700 would make much of a 
difference in the long run. But by investing your refund and giving 
it many years of growth potential, you could end up with a sizable 
amount. Consider the following:

• If you put $2,700 in your IRA, and you earned, on average, seven 
percent a year for 30 years, you’d end up with about $20,000, even 
if you never invested another dime. 

• If you put $2,700 every year in that same IRA, again earning an 
average seven percent annual return, you’d end up with more than 
$270,000 after thirty years.

(Continued on Page 13)
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Our Goal:

Dr. Amit Parikh, D.O.
Board Certified Family Practice

Fellowship Trained Sports Medicine

281-373-9400
14315 Cypress Rosehill Road

Suite 180 • Cypress, TX 77429

Comprehensive Primary Care & Sports Medicine
for infants, children, adolescents, and adults.

Houston Center for
Family Practice & Sports Medicine

To Keep Your #1 Healthy.

Schedule your appointment today!

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Times is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any 
homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace 
any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association 
or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Times contents, or 
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print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, 
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Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement
• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
No PAymENt UNtIl ComPlEtIoN

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

Financial Focus- (Continued from Page 12)

(These examples are hypothetical illustrations and do not represent any 
currently available investments.)

You’d eventually have to pay taxes on your earnings, typically 
when you make withdrawals at retirement. And if you qualified for 
a Roth IRA, you’d never have to pay taxes on your earnings, as long 
as you had your account for at least five years and didn’t start taking 
withdrawals until you were at least 59-1/2.

• Contribute to a Section 529 plan. If you have 
children or grandchildren, you may want to establish Section 529 
plans to help them pay for college. You can contribute virtually 
any amount, and the earnings grow tax-free, provided the money 
is used for higher education expenses.   (Withdrawals used for 
expenses other than qualified education expenses may be subject 
to federal, state and penalty taxes. Contributions are tax-deductible 
in certain states for residents who participate in their own state’s 
plan. Please note that a 529 college savings plan could impact a 
beneficiary’s ability to qualify for financial aid.)

You may be tempted to spend your tax refund on things you want 
today — but, with a little planning, you can use it for things you 
need tomorrow. 
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Landscaping • Bed Renovation • Landscape Lighting
Flagstone Borders • Walkways • Drainage Systems

Lawn Services • Aeration • Fertilization
Sprinkler System Installation / Modification / Repair LI #5455

Insured For Your Protection
Please visit our website for more information on all our services www.yardmastersinc.com

Yardmasters, Inc.
“A Professional Landscaping & Lawn Maintenance Service”

15420 Telge Rd. Cypress, Texas 77429

281-469-5158

Celebrating Our 20th Year Anniversary!!!
www.yardmastersinc.com

We replace frozen

 palms, plants, and 

backflow preventers!!!

	 MOPS stands for Mothers of Preschoolers, a program led by 
mothers themselves and designed for mothers with children ages 
birth to 5. These mothers all have a shared desire…to be the best 
mothers they can be!
	 For more information on meetings in Fairfield, please contact 
Renate Wheeler at renateqw@yahoo.com.  They will meet on the 
second and fourth Fridays during the school year.  

Join the Adventure!  Get Connected…with MOPS!

“Adventures in Mothering” at The METOil & Gas Networking
	 If you work in any aspect of the Oil & Gas Industry and would 
like to network and meet your Cypress neighbors in your field,
 please come say Hi!
	 We will meet the 1st Monday of each month at IHOP on Hwy 
290 (Next to CVS on Fry Road) between 5:30 am and 8:00 am. 
	 Come by have a cup of coffee and get the latest events and 
happenings in the Industry.  If you have any questions please feel 
free to email me at Kevin.Kays@sbcglobal.net

The Daughters of the 
American Revolution 

	 Elisha Roberts Chapter, NSDAR meets every third Thursday at 
Meson 1910 Mexican Restaurant on Mason Rd.  The Daughters of 
the American Revolution is open to any woman 18 years or older who 
can prove direct lineage to an ancestor who fought in the American 
Revolution or provided patriot service.  Our new chapter is looking 
for members.  If you are interested in joining, please stop by and 
say hello...meetings start at 7 pm.  If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me:  Laura Neal at lizardsareicky@sbcglobal.net 
or 281-256-3545.  
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Spark Power BankSpark Power Bank
Electricity Rates Are 
At Near Record Lows!

Compare our rates to ANY power provider in Texas and 
you’ll see why SparkPowerBank.com is the low cost leader!

SIGN-UP ONLINE TODAY!
WWW.SPARKPOWERBANK.COM

SIGN-UP ONLINE TODAY!
WWW.SPARKPOWERBANK.COM

Please choose “Newsletter Ad” as your referral

I’m Texas Energy Analyst Alan Lammey. 
Maybe you’ve heard me on the radio talking
about the market forces that drive energy 
prices. I’m here to tell you that you’re not 

stuck paying those high prices
to big electric companies anymore!

Why pay more than you have to?Why pay more than you have to?
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ACROSS
1. Can 
4. At sea 
10. Maturity 
11. Apt 
12. Winter mo. 
13. Cactus drug 
14. Choose (2 wds.) 
16. Long time 
17. Tush 
18. You 
20. Hey! 
22. Baby's "ball" 
26. Fortify 
29. Groove 
31. Relating to the laity 
33. Loose gown worn at mass 
34. Accounts 
35. Central Intelligence Agency 
36. Stacking card game 
37. Critical 

DOWN
1. College field of study 
2. Open mouthed 
3. Rumormonger 
4. Dog food brand 
5. Zealous 
6. Repose 
7. Double-reed instrument 
8. Singing voice 
9. Adolescent 
15. Saute 
19. Move away 
21. Toothbrush brand 
23. Taken __ (shocked) 
24. Negate 
25. Treed (2 wds.) 
26. Alack's partner 
27. Standing 
28. Short 
30. Too 
32. Hat 
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