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KIRK 
ELEMENTARY 
To Host Book Fair Event, 

Apr 12 - 16, 2010
What:

Kirk Elementary will host a Scholastic 
Book Fair on April 12, 2010 to April 
16, 2010.  The Book Fair will offer 
specially priced books and educational 
products, including new releases, 
award-winning titles, children’s classics, 
interactive software, adult books, and 
current bestsellers from more than 100 
publishers.  Families, teachers, and the 
community are invited to attend the 
Book Fair, featuring a fun theme: Book 
Fair Diner: All You Can Read!

On April 12, 2010 from 5:00 pm to 
8:00 pm, the Book Fair will be having 
Family night.  Please help support our 
school and join us for a sweet treat.

When:
The Book Fair will be open daily 

from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, April 12, 
2010 to April 16, 2010.

Where:
Kirk Elementary is located at 12421 

Tanner Road, Houston, TX 77041.

More:
Book Fair customers may help 

the school build classroom libraries 
and improve children’s reading skills 
by purchasing books through the 
Classroom Wish List and One for 
Books® programs.

EIGHT WATER SAFETY RULES 
For  a  Safe  Summer

	 We are dedicated to promoting drowning 
prevention and helping equip residents with 
the best tools to keep families safe in and 
around water.

Always have a pool gate around home 
pools. This includes having a locked 
and securely fastened gate that is not 
accessible to little ones.

Continuously educate children on 
water safety. This is a great thing to 
do at home, on the boat, at the pool, 
wherever there is water. Each time you 
are getting your little one ready for a 
swim session or water play, go over the 

1.

2.

rules of water safety. Repetition is key 
with small children. Make sure your 
swim instructor incorporates a “Safety 
Lesson of the Week” into its lesson 
curriculum. This includes questions 
about water safety and how to avoid 
dangerous situations.

Designate a “Water Watcher.” This is a 
responsible adult who sticks to alcohol-
free beverages during swim time and 
who is in charge of keeping both eyes 
on the pool while it is in use. Or, better 
yet: consider renting a Lifeguard for your 
party or group event.

3.
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Eight Water Safety Rules- (Continued from Cover Page)

www.lawnscapingplus.net

Landscape Design, Installation & Renovation

Irrigation Installation & Repair (LI18420)

Complete Lawn & Landscape Maintenance

Lawn Fertilization/Prevention Programs • Landscape Lighting 

Natural Stone Patios & Walkways • Complete Pool Renovation

832.482.8765
Visit Our Website at

Fully Insured

10%
OFF

any service
with this ad

PlayNation: The Leader in Safety, Durability, 
and just plain FUN!

All Inclusive 
and

Ready to Assemble!

Great
Play
Value!

See Our Exciting NEW 2010
Line-up of Mystic Series sets!

PlayNation Houston • (281) 923-2874
www.PlayNationHouston.com

FREE In-Yard Consultations • Professional Installation Available

Remove all pool toys, floaters, ring buoys and other child-
enticing items from the pool area when it is not in use. One 
wrong reach for that floating rubber ducky could be disaster.

Clear homes of common household items that can be dangerous 
to a curious toddler. It takes just 2 inches of water for a child to 
drown in a bucket. Put all mop buckets, dog dishes and coolers 
out of children’s reach.

Never leave a young child in the pool or bathtub--even “just to 
get the phone.”

 Enroll your child in swim classes. Start lessons early. The longer 
a child has lessons the more they understand water safety. A 
great time to do this is in the spring! This way your kids are 
already prepped and ready to roll for the summer swim season. 
You’ll want to find an inside heated pool and lesson times geared 
towards working families.

 Supervise, Supervise, Supervise! Try to have your eyes on your 
children in and around the pool at all times. Adults should always 
be present when any child is in the pool area.

	 Let’s help our kids love the water while also respecting it by being 
safe and well-trained at all levels.
Submitted by Lynn Neillie
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heritagetexas.com

25250 Northwest Freeway, Ste. 200

g|yytÇç aÉÄtÇ
Your area Realtor and Yt|Ü{täxÇ Resident

832-752-2769
tnolan@heritagetexas.com

832-752-2769
tnolan@heritagetexas.com

Tiffany NolanTiffany Nolan

Experienced in Relocation
BBA Marketing degree

Home staging consultant
Resale, New Construction and Investment representation

Experienced in Relocation
BBA Marketing degree

Home staging consultant
Resale, New Construction and Investment representation

5th Annual Young Life Golf Classic 
And Ultimate Putt

Win A 36’ Yacht From 
Freedom Boat Club

April 21, 2010
Lions Municipal Golf Course 

12:30 shotgun start

Benefitting Greater Austin Young Life the 5th Annual YL Golf Classic and Ultimate 
Putt has fast become one of the Austin’s top charity golf tournaments.  Golfers every year 
tell us it is their favorite event they play each year.  Some like the venue, others like the 
giveaways and many like the fact that after the tournament the golfer’s spouses and kids 
join us for a fantastic evening of fun and inspiration.  Spouses come for a fantastic dinner, 
get a fun spouse gift bag and presentation about YL.  Kids get dinner, play in bounce 
houses and video game trailers while our amazing YL leaders play and care for them...they 
even go home with a YL t-shirt!!!  The highlight of the day is our Ultimate Putt putting 
contest that caps off the event.  After three rounds of pressure packed putts with a crowd 
hanging on every stroke a winner will go home with a boat club membership accessing 
a fleet of boats including a yacht from Freedom Boat Club valued at $15,500.

Contact staff@tx63.younglife.org or 512.328.7170 for more details and registration 
info.

	 MOPS stands for Mothers of Preschoolers, 
a program led by mothers themselves and 
designed for mothers with children ages 
birth to 5. These mothers all have a shared 
desire…to be the best mothers they can be!
	 For more information on meetings in 
Fairfield, please contact Renate Wheeler at 
renateqw@yahoo.com.  They will meet on 
the second and fourth Fridays during the 
school year.  

Join the Adventure!  Get 
Connected…with MOPS!

“Adventures in Mothering”
at The MET



�     The Beacon - April 2010	 Copyright © 2010 Peel, Inc.

The Beacon

Jennifer Kwak, M.D.

281.304.5100

Office HOurs
Monday - Thursday: 9 am - 5 pm

Friday: 9 am - noon
*Saturday: 9 am - noon (Sept - April Only) 

Closed During the Summer Months on Saturdays

Parul Patel, M.D.
Welcomes

Fairfield Medical Center
15040 Fairfield Village Square Dr. Suite #150

Cypress, Texas 77433

Annual 12th Russian Children’s 
Folk Festival 2010

	 Happy Families has been sponsoring 
orphaned children to participate in our 
Russian Children’s Folk Festival since 1981!  
We plan to bring 15-20 children ages 6-12 
from orphanages in the Kaliningrad region 
with their chaperones to Houston, TX in 
June 2010.  The children will be staying with 
host families for 2 weeks.  
	 School age children are one of the most 
deprived groups of Russian orphans.  They 
have few chances for a bright future in Russia.  
The festival gives them a unique opportunity 
to see a different world outside of their 
orphanages.  
	 These annual events have found much 
attention from the media, including coverage 
on ABC’s Good Morning America and New 
York Times and many more.  See details at 
www.happyfamilies.org.

	 What are the requirements to bring a 
child?  Happy Families needs to raise about 
$2,000 to bring each participant.  This covers 
airfare, transportation in Russia, passports, 
visas, medical insurance, translation and 
coordination.  We are asking for your support 
and participation in this project.  Please 
contact us for additional information on how 
you can help.
Sincerely,

Svetlana Startz
Director, Russian Children’s Festival
Svetlana@happyfamilies.org
281-871-8008

Trinh Le, Ph.D.
Parent Volunteer
trinhtole@hotmail.com
281-304-4361

	 Saturday, April 10, 8 a.m. – 1 
p.m., St. John Lutheran Church, 
15235 Spring Cypress. The youth of 
St. John are hosting a garage sale to 
raise funds for the National Youth 
Gathering. Everyone welcome! If 
you wish to purchase a spot to hold 
your own sale or for more info call 
281.373.0503.



Copyright © 2010 Peel, Inc.	 The Beacon - April 2010     �

The Beacon

713.869.SWIM (7946) 713.869.SWIM (7946) 

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement
• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
No PAymENt UNtIl ComPlEtIoN

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

Cypress Ranch Classics 
Selected for 

All District Drill Team!
	 On December 12, 2009, the Cypress Fairbanks Independent 
School District held its annual All District Drill Team Try-Outs 
for all junior and senior girls who are drill team members at the 
various 10 high schools in the Cy-Fair school district.  Over 70 girls 
participated, but only 40 were chosen to represent CFISD.  We are 
so proud of all of the girls, way to go CLASSICS!  

Pictured right: 
(center)  Kel s i 
Lionberger, (left 
to right) Heather 
H a m m o n d , 
Victoria Wright, 
a n d  K e l s e y 
Cannon.

AGGIE MOMS CLUB 
NW HARRIS COUNTY

APRIL MEETING
	 Calling all Aggie Moms to the April 13th meeting to be held at 7 
pm at the Houston Distribution Center conveniently located near 
Willowbrook Mall at the corner of Cutten Road and 7100 High Life 
Drive.  All current, future, and former Aggie Moms are encouraged 
to attend!   One of the main goals for the Aggie Mom’s Club is to 
fundraise in order to provide scholarships for our Aggie students, 
therefore the April meeting is all about scholarships!  Join us as we 
listen to former Aggie scholarship winners and learn how these 
scholarships contributed to their Aggie experience.   Find out which 
Aggie students will be recipients of the new 2010 Scholarship awards.  
Attend the meeting to vote for your favorite TAMU organization 
to receive club funds!  Join us as we elect the new officers for the 
2010-2011 Aggie Moms Club.
	 Other upcoming events include a “Boots N Whoops” western 
dance fundraiser to be held March 28th and a baseball tailgate party 
in April.  For more information, please see our website at www.
nwhcaggiemoms.com.  
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1-888-687-6444 • www.PEELinc.com

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing
Publishing community newsletters since 1991

Advertise your business
to your neighbors.

Support Your 
Neighborhood

Newsletter.
Kari Harrison
Sales Representative
713-855-1731

kari@peelinc.com

	 Skim 2 Live, in support of The Rose, 
will be hosting the third annual Skim Jam on 
Saturday, April 17th at noon to raise money 
for those afflicted with breast cancer. The 
event will be in Cypress Creek behind the 
Ravensway neighborhood, and will consist of 
a skim boarding competition, silent auction, 
and a fun day in the sun. Even if you don’t 
plan on skimboarding there will be plenty to 
do. Last year’s event raised $1,300 in only its 
second year, and this year, with your help, we 
aim to raise over $3,000 in loving memory 
of Debi Seyler. 

SKIM JAM3 2010

What is Skimboarding?
	 Skimboarding is a sport similar to 
surfing which takes place in shallow water. 
Skimboarding is based primarily on the 
principle of hydroplaning, but combines 
many different aspects of other board sports. 
The board allows a rider to spin freely over 
the surface of the water, and the absence of 
bindings allows a rider to perform board 
spinning tricks creating a uniquely liberating 
ride.
	 Located in Cypress, Texas, Skim 2 Live is 
a non-profit organization made up of skim 
boarders and breast cancer advocates. All 

profits from Skim 2 Live are donated to 
The Rose Foundation, where thousands of 
patients are able to receive treatment. We 
are always thinking up new ways to push 
breast cancer back and push skimboarding 
forwards. Early detection is key, and an active 
lifestyle is the best prevention. So get out 
there and SKIM TO LIVE! Literally.
	 There is no admission cost, but donations 
are welcome. Please make checks payable 
to The Rose. Any contributions would be 
greatly appreciated and will truly make a 
difference for the families affected by breast 
cancer. TheRose.org

Contact us at:
www.SkimToLive.webs.com

REfaw@Skim2Live.org
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Creating Reflections of

Owner,
David Perry
Cypress, Texas

Perry Pools & SpasPerry Pools & Spas
2006 Cy-Fair Small Business of the Year      2005, 2006, 2007 BBB  - Gold Star Award

2007 NHMCCD Finalist - Small Business of the Year
2008 BBBÑAward of Excellence

www.PerryPools-Spas.comSince 1986 281-213-8100

Meet Isaiah 
(DOB: 8/1996)

Isaiah is a cute, slightly built 13 yr. old young man in search of 
his forever family.   Isaiah is a polite, cooperative, and respectful 
young man.  He plays the baritone in the school band and loves to 
collect pencils and pens.  Isaiah has a genetic bone disorder which 
causes excess bone growths.  He must undergo periodic examinations 
and often surgeries to remove these growths.  Isaiah is not limited 
in any physical way by this condition.  He is ambulatory and has 
no restrictions physically. Isaiah would do well in any permanent 
environment, but would like a family that allows him to stay in 
contact with his younger brother.  For more information on Isaiah 
contact the Adoption Coalition of Texas at 512-687-3208 / info@
adopttexas.org
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CUSTOM HOME 
&

FURNITURE DESIGN, INC.
RICK INGRAM

TRCC 23724

Mob: 806-773-3396
Home: 806-385-5531 ringram@academicplanet.com

SERVING THE LITTLEFIELD AREA SINCE 1925

P.O. BOX 910 • 5
03 EAST 5TH ST. • L

ITTLEFIELD, TEXAS 79339

FUNERAL HOME, IN
C.

PAY AND SAVE, INC.
1804 HALL AVENUE

LITTLEFIELD, TX 79339

Do You Like Free Software?
Hey, everybody likes free software – just be careful what you get.  

Enter anything you want into a Google search with the word FREE 
and all kinds of things will show up.  If you’re not careful, you can 
download a FREE VIRUS – how’s that for a deal?

For you readers, here are a few of my favorite free software choices 
that won’t get you into trouble:

For Windows machines, I like Picasa for doing simple editing and 
cleanup of photos.  It’s from the folks at Google and you can find it 
just by going to www.Picasa.com (note that it’s Picasa ending with 
an “a” and not Picasso like the painter with the additional “s””.  Do 
you shop online and like to keep the receipts?  Rather than printing 
them out and storing them in a filing cabinet, use CutePDF to “print” 
your receipts (or anything else that can be sent to a printer) into a 
PDF file that you can save on your hard drive.  I buy a lot online and 
CutePDF lets me store all the receipts into a folder on my hard drive 
that makes life much easier at tax time for my accountant (which is 
this month if my calendar is correct.)  You can download CutePDF at 
www.CutePDF.com, just download the CutePDF Writer.  It installs 
as if it were a printer and you’re ready to go.

For the Mac, Anxiety is a useful to-do list manager to (hopefully) 
reduce the stress in your life in getting all the things you need to get 

done, done.  It works with iCal and Mail.  You can download it at 
http://www.anxietyapp.com/.   Carbon Copy Cloner lets you backup 
your entire hard drive to another, allowing you to boot to the 2nd 
drive should the first one fail completely (and it happens more often 
than you know.)  Download it at http://www.bombich.com/.  

Stay away from sites offering free music or movies (like LimeWire), 
this is an excellent way to contract a virus.  If you think you’re getting 
something that costs money in a store for free online, it’s probably 
going to cost you more than you know by the time you get your 
computer cleaned  up.

Be skeptical and be safe.  One of the best places to go for free 
software is http://sourceforge.net/.  You’re not going to find Microsoft 
Office for free, but you might find a program that does something 
close.  Want Photoshop but don’t have $400 to spend, then check 
out Gimp.  There are a lot of genuinely nice people developing 
programs because they enjoy doing it.  Some will ask for but not 
require a donation, that’s only fair.  If you like a program, throw a 
few dollars their way to encourage them to keep improving their 
program.  If you can say “I wish I had a program that ……..”, then 
you’ll probably find something at SourceForge.net that meets your 
needs. - Submitted by Laurie Scott
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The Texas Terrapins 12 & Under

Finish Strong at the Spring Champs Meet
	 The Texas Terrapins Cypress’s own year 
round swimming club finished off the season 
with a big splash. 27 of the 30 swimmers 
from area neighborhoods that participated 
achieve best times, and 18 swimmers moved 
up to new levels. Outstanding swims were 
achieved by swimmers of all ages in all the 
Terrapin training groups. 
	 The following are the Terrapin Team 
highlights:
8 & Under
	 The girls’ medley relay grabbed first place 
comprised of Komie Nguyen, Delaney 
Crowder, Beth McNeese, and Danica Gubic. 
Beth McNeese took first place honors in 100 
back, 200 free, and 50 fly; Delaney Crowder 
took second in the 50 back and 3rd in the 
50 fly; Danica Gubic to 3rd in the 100 IM, 
Byron Keller sped to first place in the 50 
fly, and grabbed second in the 100 free and 

IM; Jackson Dement was 4rd in the 50 free; 
Komie Nguyen was 2nd in the 100 IM; and 
Collin Stewart took 1st in the 100 IM, 2nd 
in the 50 breast, and 3rd in the 100 free. 
9-10 
	 Luke Bowman sped to a 1st place finish 
in the 50 fly, and 2nd in the 50 breast. Luke 
was cheered on by his grandfather – Coach 
Eddie Reese of the University of Texas.  
Matt Braswell was 1st in the 50 back. Jacob 
Eubanks cruised to 2nd place in the 50 back. 
Makenna Meyer was 3rd in the 50 breast. 
The girls and boys medley relay both took 
4th place.

11-12
	 Abbie Jones achieve her 4th TAGs time 
in the 50 back and took 2nd place in both 
the 200 and 50 free; Lexi Bruno has now 
moved to the elite level with 3 A standards 
in the 50, 100 and 200 breaststroke events; 
Paige Fery placed 6th in the 100 fly, 100 and 
200 back; Becca Taylor achieved her first A 
time in the 100 back placing 2nd, as well as 
3rd in the 200 back. Aaron Thomson sped 
to 2nd in the 50 fly, and 4th in the 100 fly; 
Emi Strautman was 5th in the 100 free, and 
100 % best times. 
	 This was a tremendous team effort in the 
final meet of the Short Course season for the 
Terrapins. When you ask your swimmers and 
families who you want to train with not only 
to reach your full potential, but to do it in 
a nurturing atmosphere we hope you think 
one thing….TTST!!! 
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Texas’ Most Experienced Since 1989

281-495-8800

Precious Baby 
Protectors
Baby Proofing

Our Commitment is to make sure that 
your home is safe for your child!

Houston’s Baby Proofing Experts

281-438-4670
www.preciousbabyprotectors.com
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Removable Pool Safety Fences

15014 Spring Cypress Rd.

Cypress, TX 77429

281-516-FIRM

email: info@thepilatesfirm.com

www.thepilatesfirm.com

o p e n i n g  e n d  o f  M a r c h !

o p e n i n g  e n d  o f  M a r c h !

the pilates

f irm

Local Bluegrass and
Old Time Music Jamming

	 The Fairfield Bluegrass Jammers are sponsoring Bluegrass music 
jamming at Kleb Woods Nature Center and  Preserve where the fun 
begins on the 4th Saturday of each month at 12 noon and where 
everyone is invited to pick, sing, listen, fellowship, or walk the trails 
and watch the beautiful birds. You will find folks with their guitars, 
banjos, fiddles, mandolins, bases and dobros warming up to do a 
little picking and singing.  When the music and singing begins so 
does the foot tapping and fun.  
	 The musicians from beginner to pro are having a great ole time 
playing this old-time music of Bill Monroe and Ralph Stanley. 
There are 3 types of music played – Bluegrass, Gospel, and old-time 
country.    The listeners are so captivated by the joyful energetic music 
and musicians they are hearing that they also cannot help but do a 
little toe tapping and clapping themselves. When 4 PM arrives you 
find the musicians just as enthusiastic and reluctant to leave as at 
the beginning. The energy comes from the deep love that everyone 
has for the music. 
	 Pickers and listener are welcome.  No charges. Just fun Jammin 
or listening.
	 Kleb Woods Nature Center and Reserve (Draper Rd.) is located 
about 15 to 20 minutes away and is located on Draper Rd., off  
Mueschke Rd. in Tomball area.  The Reserve is a Harris County 
Park and a bird watchers paradise and museum.  From 
the parking lot you will walk about 200ft to the center.  
No selling, soliciting, alcohol,or drugs permitted. Check 
out Kleb Woods web-site at:  www.pct3.hctx.net/parks/
klebwoodsnaturepres.aspx.
	 The Cypress/Tomball Area Bluegrass Jam (Northwest 
Harris County) 4th Saturday Jam is sponsored by The 
Fairfield Bluegrass Jammers and is being held 
at the nearby Kleb Woods Nature Center 
and Reserve outside Tomball, 12 Noon to 4 
PM. For more Information regarding the 
Bluegrass Jam contact -  Nema Redding 
at:  281-373-1777 or 281-910-4395.  
E-Mail:  tn.blugras@earthlink.net

Advertising Information 
Please support the businesses that advertise in the Ranch 
Record. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
Blackhorse Ranch residents to receive the monthly newsletter 
at no charge.  If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 888-687-6444 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 8th 
of each month for the following month's newsletter.
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Spark Power BankSpark Power Bank
Electricity Rates Are 
At Near Record Lows!

Compare our rates to ANY power provider in Texas and 
you’ll see why SparkPowerBank.com is the low cost leader!

SIGN-UP ONLINE TODAY!
WWW.SPARKPOWERBANK.COM

SIGN-UP ONLINE TODAY!
WWW.SPARKPOWERBANK.COM

Please choose “Newsletter Ad” as your referral

I’m Texas Energy Analyst Alan Lammey. 
Maybe you’ve heard me on the radio talking
about the market forces that drive energy 
prices. I’m here to tell you that you’re not 

stuck paying those high prices
to big electric companies anymore!

Why pay more than you have to?Why pay more than you have to?

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Beacon is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any 
homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace 
any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association 
or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Beacon contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, 
print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, 
commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, 
under penalty of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The 
information in The Beacon is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2007. Feature Exchange

Sudoku

*Solution at www.PEELinc.com



12     The Beacon - April 2010	 Copyright © 2010 Peel, Inc.

The BeaconPeel, Inc.
311 Ranch Road 620 S. Ste 200
Lakeway, TX 78734-4775
www.PEELinc.com

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PEEL, INC.

FH


