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The Beautification Committee would like to congratulate the 
July 2010 Summerwood Yard of the Month Winners! 

Rhonda and Dan Williamson of Castlecombe
Matt McCall of Albany Springs

Both Winners will have a “Yard of the Month” sign displayed 
in their yard for the month of July. Each winner will also receive 
a $50 gift card to Lowe’s! 

Congratulations Winners!
July 2010 Yard of the Month

Submitted by: Celine Wilson

Rhonda & Dan Williamson 
of Castlecombe

Last month, the newsletter inadvertently posted the 
opposite name under each photo. We apologize for the error. 
Congratulations again to Jan Simpson and Charlie Bollom! 

Summerwood is full of homeowners who take pride in 
their yards! Would you like to nominate one of them?  Send 
us an email at summerwood.newsletter@gmail.com!  We 
look forward to hearing from you! - The Summerwood 
Beautification Committee  

Matt McCall 
of Albany Springs
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Emergency Situations ......................................................911
Harris County Sheriff's Dept. (Dispatch)  ...... 713-221-6000
 Constable - Precinct 3 ................................. 281-427-4791
Houston Fire Station #105 ....14014 W. Lake Houston Pkwy
  .......................................................Houston, Texas 77044
South Lake Houston EMS (Dispatch) ............ 281-459-1277
Dead Animal Pick-Up (Precinct 1) ................. 281-820-5151
Animal Control .............................................. 281-999-3191
 After Hours ................................................. 281-221-5000

UTILITY SERVICE NUMBERS
Public Utility Commission Consumer Hotline .. 888-782-8477
Entouch Systems ............................................ 281-225-1000
 (Telephone, Cable, Alarm Monitoring)
AT&T ............................................................ 800-288-2020
CenterPoint .................................................... 713-659-2111
Reliant Energy ................................................ 713-207-7777
South West Water Company (MUD #342, #344, and #361)
 Customer Service ........................................ 713-405-1750
Garbage Pick-Up (Republic Waste) ................ 281-446-2030
 (Pick up on Mon. & Thurs - Garbage must be out by 7 a.m.)

SUMMERWOOD MARKETING
Summerwood New Home Center .................. 281-225-0025
 16402 Boulder Field Lane; Houston, TX 77044

SCHOOLS
Summerwood Elementary .............................. 281-641-3000
POST OFFICE
Post Office...................................................... 713-631-2098
 9604 Mesa Drive; Houston, TX 77078

NEWSLETTER INfO

IMpORTANT NUMBERS

EDITOR
    Article Submissions ....summerwoodnewsletter@gmail.com

pUBLISHER
 Peel, Inc. ..............................................www.PEELinc.com
 Advertising.......advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

DON'T WANT TO WAIT 
fOR THE MAIL
View the Summerwood Life online 

at www.PEELinc.com.

Pool Schedule
CENTRAL pOOL

Open 4:30am – 9:00pm, March through October only.   
See schedule below 

Closed on Mondays (except Memorial Day and Labor Day)
No one allowed in pool or pool area between 9:00pm – 4:30am

June 25 – Aug 22, 2010:  
Swim Schedule: 
• Tues – Sun : 4:30am – 10:00am adult lap swim only
• Tues – Sun : 10:00am – 9:00pm swim with lifeguards 
Events: 
• July 3 – “4th of July Celebration” – check announcement! 

lifeguards
Pool Closed for Swim Team:

Practice: Tues – Fri: (June 1 -2) 4:00pm – 7:30pm  
Practice: Tues – Fri: (June 3 -25) 7:00am – 10:30am  
Meet: Saturday, June 5 : 4:30am – 3:00pm

Aug 23 –Sept 26, 2010
Swim Schedule: 
• Tues – Sun : 4:30am – 10:00am adult lap swim only
• Tues – Fri : 10:00am – 9:00pm swim at your own risk
• Sat – Sun : 10:00am – 9:00pm swim with lifeguards 
Events:
• Sept 6- Open Labor Day: 10:00am – 9:00pm swim w/ lifeguards

Sept 27 –Oct 31, 2010
Swim Schedule: 
• Tues – Sun : 4:30am – 10:00am adult lap swim only
• Tues – Sun : 10:00am – 9:00pm swim at your own risk

EAST pOOL
Closed on Mondays during May

Closed on Tuesdays during June - Sept 
Open 10:00am – 9:00pm, see schedule

June 25 – Aug 22, 2010:  
Swim Schedule: 
• Wed – Mon : 10:00am – 9:00pm swim with lifeguards 
Events: 

 July 3 – “4th of July Celebration” – check announcement! Swim 
with lifeguards

Aug 23 – Sept 26, 2010
Swim Schedule: 
• Sat – Sun : 10:00am – 9:00pm swim with lifeguards 
Events:
• Sept 6- Open Labor Day: 10:00am – 9:00pm swim w/ lifeguards

•
•
•

•
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7515 Tournament Trails Drive TAKE YOUR TRAINING TO A HIGHER LEVEL
Atascocita, Texas 77346 REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.LHPAC.COM

281-281-3883 WWW.LHPAC.COM Bring in this ad & receive $10 off registration

PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION TO AREA STUDENTS FOR 22 YEARS

HOME OF THE AMAZING

ETTES DANCE COMPANY
COMPETITION DANCE TEAMS
FOR AGES 3 THRU COLLEGE

TOP 25 STUDIOS IN THE NATION!!!

“AMERICA’S GOT TALENT”
SEMI-FINALIST

** NOTHING COMPARES TO LHPAC **

WE’VE GOT IT ALL!
BALLET JAZZ LYRICAL HIP HOP TAP
POINTE TECHNIQUE THEATRE ARTS

GYMNASTICS TUMBLE/CHEER
CUSTOM CHOREOGRAPHY & MUSIC

DOWNED BY HURRICANE IKE, 
Summerwood  Tree  Gets  New  Life

With its silent invitation to sit and relax, 
a rustic bench next to the Summerwood 
Information Center offers little clue of its 
turbulent origin.

Two years ago, the bench had an earlier 
life – as a 70-year-old red oak tree in 
Summerwood, a heavily wooded community 
northeast of downtown Houston, offering 
new homes and townhomes priced from the 
$110,000s to $400,000s. 

Then came Hurricane Ike, which hit the 
Texas Gulf Coast in September, 2008. 

The third-costliest storm in U.S. history, 
Ike inundated Galveston, an island city 50 
miles from downtown Houston, and left 
much of the greater Houston area without 
power for up to two weeks. 

Ike also felled thousands of trees, including 
this red oak in Summerwood, which came 

down very near its current location.
As luck would have it, that location was 

the future site of the new Summerwood 
Information Center, which would have a 
park and walking trail between it and the 
community’s new model home village, soon 
to rise across the street.

In a classic case of turning lemons 
into lemonade, Newland Communities’ 
Joe Forrester, then project manager for 
Summerwood, came up with the idea of 
turning the downed oak tree into a bench 
for the future park.  

“We have always worked hard to preserve 
as many trees as possible in Summerwood, so 
when Ike downed trees beyond our control, 
we decided the next best thing would be to 
allow the tree to contribute in another way,” 

(Continued on Page 4)
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said Forrester. 

Forrester worked with Billy Williamson, field 
manager for landscape contractor Shooter & Lindsey, 
to save the red oak while the surrounding area was 
cleared.

They sent the massive log, over 24 inches in 
circumference, to a lumber mill where the top third 
was shaved off to create the seating surface of the 
bench. Williamson used the removed wood to create 
the bench’s feet, then emblazoned each end with the 
Summerwood logo. Finally, the bench was stained 
and sealed so that it would be preserved for decades to 
come, under the many towering trees that still stand 
all around. 
Today, home shoppers and residents alike stop to sit on 
the bench or cast an admiring glance at its craftsmanship 
as they visit the Summerwood Information Center and 
Model Home Village. Some say trees have souls, and 
if they do, this red oak must be pretty happy with its 
new incarnation as a place to rest.

- SUBMITTED BY NEWLAND 
COMMUNITIES

Downed by Hurricane Ike - (Continued from Pg 3)

Your favorite Summerwood photo
Congratulations  to  this  Month’s  Winner! 

Marc feeding the ducks- submitted by Daniel Hatchett  
Email your favorite photo to: summerwood.newsletter@gmail.com.



Copyright © 2010 Peel, Inc.	 Summerwood	Life  - July 2010     �

summerwood

for more information, please call Kim @ 713-330-0377.

Leaps and Bounds Tutorial Center 
is coming to your neighborhood! 

We Are Now Hiring: 
Center Directors

Certified Teachers
Receptionists

•
•

•

Texas’ Most Experienced Since 1989

281-495-8800

Downed by Hurricane Ike - (Continued from Pg 3) Harris County Deputy Sheriff Kim Snyder
Is our Night Shift Contract Officer

Meet Kim Snyder!  She is our newest Harris County Sheriff 
Deputy contract officer.   She is assigned to the graveyard shift here 
in Summerwood and therefore patrols our streets while most of us 
are sleeping.  One problem that she sees on the night shift is that 
occasionally residents may carelessly leave their garage door open, 
their car doors ajar, or leave valuables in the car overnight.  Remember 
that there are always those that want what you have and they roam 

the streets looking for something of value that is easy to obtain.  
Deputy Snyder has been with HCSO for 13 years.  She is originally 

from Houston and attended Aldine High School.  Some of her 
hobbies are scuba diving, riding horses, and traveling.  When asked 
what she likes best about her job she responded that she enjoys 
helping the community by getting crooks off of the street and putting 
them in jail whenever she has the opportunity.

Summerwood residents…you can help our contract deputies 
to keep criminal incidents to a minimum by being proactive in 
protecting your personal property.  Do call in anything you feel 
is suspicious activity or call if you see a solicitor or a suspicious 
person in the neighborhood.  To report matters of concern call the 
Harris County Sheriff ’s Office non-emergency number at 713-221-
6000 and then press option 1 to contact the dispatcher.  Ask that 
the information be passed on to the contract deputy on duty in 
Summerwood.  Of course if you see a crime in progress call 911.

Deputy Snyder reminds parents that now that school is out for 
the summer to know where their children are at night and keep 
them safe. 

- BY BARBARA pROBANDT
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www.benchmarkfamilyservices.org

BECOME A 
FOSTER 
PARENT

(281) 359-1200/(281)224-5541
(713) 995-5118

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement
• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
No PAymENt UNtIl ComPlEtIoN

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

News from Your Summerwood 
Pool  Committee

Summer is in high season here in Summerwood! The Pool 
Committee has been hard at work to ensure that this summer is our 
best swim season yet. 

We hope residents are enjoying the beautiful new furniture and 
increased seating, as well as the addition of more umbrellas for 
shading. Benches and hooks have also been added to our restrooms 
to add to changing convenience. New message boards have been 
installed at each pool, and are updated daily with pool and weather 
conditions, as well as any other pertinent information. Please be sure 
to check them when you enter the pool for updates. 

Thanks to the many residents that pre-registered for their 2010 
wristbands! The Pool Committee strived to find a way to make the 
distribution of wristbands a smoother, easier process for residents, 
and our feedback has been fantastic! Our Pool Kick-Off Event was a 
huge success, and we look forward to working with the community 
to continue to improve all processes involved with our pools.

Please remember that residents must wear their 2010 wristbands 
to enter and use our pool facilities. All residents over the age of 5 
are required to wear their wristbands. Each household is allowed to 

sign in up to 4 guests. We urge residents to comply with our pool 
rules and to remember that they are in place for our own community 
protection and to maintain the integrity of our amenities. 

We’re happy to report that our Splash Pad has been up and running 
smoothly this summer. It’s a great place to meet up with neighbors 
and cool off, or enjoy the playground nearby. If you haven’t visited 
the Splash Pad yet this season, be sure to check it out!

As always, the Pool Committee wants your feedback! 
Please be sure to check out our link on 
Summerwood Life, or attend one of 
our meetings, held the 3rd Thursday of 
each month at 7 p.m. Our Suggestion 
Boxes are also found at each pool for 
residents to share their feedback and 
suggestions to us.

Enjoy a safe and happy summer!

- SUBMITTED BY JENNIfER 
COENEN
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Tired of waiting 
around for your 

packages?

Store Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am-6:30pm, Sat 9am-2pm 
Located at BELTWAY 8 & WILSON ROAD • 4830 Wilson Road, Suite 300 • Humble, TX 77396

Privacy & Security -
Separate business from 
home. Protect you and 
your business against 
identity theft!

Convenience - Notification 
when mail or packages 
arrive, with mail 
forwarding or holding 
options.

Professionalism - Business 
street address rather than 
P.O. Box address. Enhance 
the image of your business!

Safety - Safe storage of 
your packages until you 
pick them up.

Reliable - Useful for 
FedEx®, UPS®, and USPS 
- even couriers!

»

»

»

»

»

PostNet has new private 
mailboxes in various sizes!

Rent your
Private 

Mailbox
today!

We can help. PostNet. Your Neighborhood Business Center.

Design  •  Print  •  CoPy  •  shiP

Beltway 8

W
ils

o
n

R
d

.

Sonic

Radio
Shack

Starbucks

W
al

M
ar

t

t: 281-441-7638 • TX203@postnet.com
www.postnet.com/TX203

3
Months 
free

Mailbox rental
with 1 year contract.

Set up fee waived. $10 value.
Expires 8/15/10.

1
Month 
free

Mailbox rental
with 6 month contract.

Set up fee waived. $10 value.
Expires 8/15/10.

free
24-hr

access
card!

for Medium or
large Mailboxes

$20 value. See store for details.
Expires 8/15/10.

We 
print 
too!

25% off your
Print PaCKaGe
(Business Cards, Letterhead, 
Envelope Set)
Expires 8/15/10.

>> Come in to redeem these limited time offers!
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The NorTheasT
housToN hospiTal 

coNTiNually recogNized 
for deliveriNg a 

higher level of care. 

In search for healthcare excellence, Memorial Hermann 
Northeast Hospital sets the standard. And continuously 

striving to earn the most acclaimed national accreditation 
ensures we keep redefining that standard.

Part of the Memorial Hermann System, sole recipient 
of the prestigious 2009 National Quality Healthcare 

Award from the National Quality Forum

Texas Health Care Quality Improvement Award from 
the TMF Health Quality Institute

Cancer Center accredited by The American College 
of Surgeons Commission on Cancer

Chest Pain Center accredited by 
The Society of Chest Pain Centers

Member of Memorial Hermann citywide Stroke Network

2009 Memorial Hermann System’s Presidents Gold 
Circle Award for Patient Care Quality and Safety, ranking 

in the top 10 percent of hospitals nationwide

18951 Memorial North       Humble, TX 77338       281.540.7700    memorialhermann.org

PROOF
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__school_amount__ schools in the __city_1__ area!
Call 1.800.PRIMROSE or visit 

www.primroseschools.com to find your 
neighborhood Primrose School.

__school_name_1__
  __phone_1__

__school_name_2__
  __phone_2__

__school_name_1__
__school_name_2__
__school_name_3__

School Name
Address | City, State Zip | Phone

Educational Child Care For Infants through Private Kindergarten 
and After School

Active minds, healthy 
bodies and happy hearts.
At Primrose, we believe that with the right foundation 

anything is possible. That’s why we offer a complete approach 

to early childhood education. Our proprietary, accredited 

curriculum nurtures emotionally, physically and intellectually.

Limited Spaces.  Enroll Now!

Primrose School at Summerwood
14002 W. Lake Houston Pkwy.  |  Houston, TX   77044  | 281.454.6000 

www.primrosesummerwood.com

Each Primrose School is privately owned and operated. Primrose Schools and The Leader in Educational Child Care 
are trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2008 PSFC. All rights reserved.

Do You Have Reason 
to Celebrate?

We want to hear from you!  Email
summerwoodnewsletter@gmail.com to let the community know!

SAMPLE

ATTENTION TEENAGERS: The Teenage Job Seekers listing 
service is offered free of charge to all Summerwood teenagers 
seeking work.  Submit your name and information to 
summerwoodnewsletter@gmail.com by the 8th of the month!

Teenage Job Seekers

+ CpR TRAINING / fIRST AID TRAINING      *  HAS REfERENCES

  BABY HOUSE pET YARD
NAME AGE SIT SIT SIT WORK pHONE
Doe, Jane ............15  ....a .......a ....  ....  .111-1111
Doe, John ............13 .....  ......a .....a .....  .111-1111
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Increasing water safety awareness and standards

FACTS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DROWNING

For more information,
check out our website at

www.colinshope.org

Drowning is the leading
cause of unintentional

injury-related death
in children ages 1-4

Drowning is the 2nd leading cause of unintentional injury-related death ages 1-14.

DROWNING WILL AFFECT YOU
OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW

Most children are out of sight 
or missing for less than 5 
minutes and usually in the 
presence of 1 or both parents.

NO ONE is “drown 
proof” – no matter 
their level of 
swimming ability.

Falls, entrapments, 
and injuries lead to 
drowning regardless 
of swimming level.

A majority of people overestimate 
their own and their child’s ability to 
swim, especially in a panic event.

5min

Drowning 
occurs in as 
little as 2 
minutes.

Most children die 
who are submerged 
for as little as 6-10 
minutes.

Irreversible brain 
damage occurs 
in as little as 4 
minutes.

2min 4min 6min

Children who drown do not scream, splash, or struggle.  They silently slip beneath the water, even with adults & lifeguards present.

DROWNING IS QUICK AND SILENT

DROWNING CAN STILL OCCUR
EVEN IF YOU KNOW HOW TO SWIM

1          2 3         4 5          6           7          8          9 10          11   12          13           14

C
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Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

factSheet_ad_half.pdf   6/25/2009   2:24:33 PM

This Month’s Summerwood Special Deliveries...
Welcome, Marley Jane Brooks!

Born to Kayla Scott & Justin Brooks
The first baby for very proud grandparents Tera & Larry Wicker

Born April 19, 2010 and already an ASTROS fan! 

Have you recently had a baby or adopted a child? 
A new grandbaby? Or a new pet? We want to hear all about it! 

Email us at summerwoodnewsletter@gmail.com. 
Please include your name and address, along with the announcement details.

- Summerwood Communications Committee

Congrats
Parents!

Summerwood's 
  Newest  'Lil  BaBees
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BUSINESS CARDS / BUSINESS CARD MAGNETS / MAGNETS

POST-IT® NOTES / CUBES & MEMO PADS / DECALS

BUMPER STICKERS / MEMBERSHIP CARDS & ID BADGES

PERSONALIZED WRITING INSTRUMENTS /  CALENDARS

HEALTHCARE PROMOTIONS / DRINKWARE & KOOZIES®

NEWSLETTERS / BOOKLETS / FLYERS

ENVELOPES / LETTERHEADS / RUBBER STAMPS

BUSINESS FORMS  / AND MUCH MORE....

















1-888-687-6444 ext. 24

Promote Your Business

need an advertising sPecialitY item?

Experience Matters
Doing business for

30+ years.

GIRL SCOUTS EARTH SAVER MESSAGE
The United States is the world’s largest consumer of bottled water, 

purchasing 37 billion bottles in 2005.  Bottled water produces up 
to 1.5 million tons of plastic waste per year. As much as 40 percent 
of bottled water comes from the tap.  According to Food and Water 
Watch, “plastic requires up to 47 million gallons of oil per year 
to produce. Producing plastic bottles uses energy and emits toxic 
chemicals.” While the plastic used to bottle beverages is of high 
quality and in demand by recyclers, over 86 percent of plastic bottles 
are simply thrown away.  Plastic waste is now at such high volume 
that vast amounts of current-bound plastic trash is now spinning 
endlessly in the world’s major oceans. This represents a great risk to 
marine life, killing birds and fish which mistake our garbage for food.  
Thanks to its slow decay rate, the vast majority of all plastics ever 
produced still exist somewhere. Breaking down these plastics can 
take thousands of years.

There’s a simple alternative to bottled water: buy a stainless steel 
thermos, or a reusable water bottle and use it.  If you don’t like the way 
your local tap water tastes, inexpensive carbon filters will turn most 
tap water sparkling fresh at a fraction of bottled water’s cost.    This 
message is brought to you buy Alexandria Morgan, Isabel Mujica and 
Nicole Riso,  Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council, Houston, Texas

- SUBMITTED BY MELINDA RISO

RESOURCES:
Olson, Erik D. et al.‚ Bottled Water: Pure Drink or Pure Hype? 

Natural Resources Defense Council. 
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Business Classifieds
LESS THAN A PENNY: You can run a business classified in 
the Summerwood Life and reach all of Summerwood for only 
a penny per home.  Call 512-263-9181 for details.

SUMMER HEAT CAUTIONS
Stay Safe This Summer 

How dangerous is overheating in the summer months? According 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, from 1973 
– 2003, excessive heat exposure caused 8,015 deaths in the United 
States. “Heat-related deaths and illness are preventable, yet annually 
many people succumb to extreme heat,” says Dr.George Luber, 
extreme heat expert for the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention in Atlanta. 

Summertime activity, whether on the playing field, running, 
boating, or just enjoying the great outdoors, must be balanced 
with measures that aid the body’s cooling mechanisms and prevent 
heat-related illness. Know the symptoms of heat disorders and 
overexposure to the sun, and be ready to give first aid treatment. 

Heat Cramps- are strong muscle contractions and usually affect 
the abdomen and legs. The condition usually improves with rest, 
water and cooler conditions.

Heat Exhaustion- caused by heat and dehydration but the 
effects are more serious than cramps. Symptoms may include 
paleness, dizziness or fainting, nausea or vomiting, and an increase 
in body temperature. Rest, water and cool compresses (ice water on 
the back of the neck, etc) can help. For more sever heat exhaustion, 
IV fluids may be required.

Heat Stroke- The most serious of the heat related conditions. 
Heat stroke is most commonly brought on by strenuous exercise in 
hot conditions. However, it can also affect non-active individuals if 
the temperature is high enough. Visual signs include flushed, red look 
to the skin, the person often stops sweating**. This is one key sign 
that an individual is in an over heated condition. Also, a person with 
heat stroke might become delirious, unconscious, or have seizures. 
Lowering the body temperature and getting fluids into the person 
as quickly as possible is imperative.

Don’t get caught off guard this summer drink plenty of water, 
wear plenty of sun-screen, and exercise early in the morning. Enjoy 
the summer season and stay safe. 

- Submitted by Valerie Salinas
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Precious Baby 
Protectors
Baby Proofing

Our Commitment is to make sure that 
your home is safe for your child!

Houston’s Baby Proofing Experts

281-438-4670
www.preciousbabyprotectors.com
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Removable Pool Safety Fences

Our purpose is to honor our residents 
and those who love and care for them.

832-367-0313 o r 713-870-1393

UniqUe Alzheimer’s CAre

Atascocita
Lic. # 104020

Katy
Lic. #102463

Champions
Lic. #103059

Kingwood
License pending

Copperfield
Lic. #102347

Pearland
Lic. #104029

Heights
License pending

The Woodlands
Lic. #103125

www.AutumnGroveCottage.com

COMpUTING 101
How’s Your Memory?

I run into this bit of confusion almost every day – people deleting 
files to give them more “memory”.  Deleting files may give you more 
hard drive space, but it won’t give you more memory.

Let’s start with the hard drive.  The hard drive in your computer is 
your filing cabinet.  This is where Windows and all your programs are 
installed.  ALSO, this is where ALL your documents, music, photos 
and movies are stored.  Your hard drive is your storage in the same 
way that you may have music CD’s or DVD’s stored on a shelf, or 
your important papers in a filing cabinet.  Getting a bigger hard 
drive simply gives you more storage.  A Terabyte hard drive can hold 
the equivalent of 1,000 copies of the Encyclopedia Britannica.  No 
one listen’s to all their music at the same time, or looks at all their 
photos or movies at the same time – we take what we want from 
“storage” and use the particular item at the time we want to.  That 
takes us to memory.

Memory is made up of small chips inside your computer.  They 
work kind of like an old calculator.  Turn off the power and it goes 
blank.  Turn on the power and you start filling it all over again.  
Memory is what your computer uses when it’s actually working on 
something.  The processor inside your computer (probably by AMD 
or Intel) is what actually does the thinking.  Because memory chips 
are MUCH faster than your hard drive, the computer pulls 
what it needs at the time into memory FROM the 
hard drive.

Let me put it into non-computer terms.  You 
have a wall in your office filled with filing 
cabinets filled with papers; this is your hard 
drive.  You have a desk that you work at 
that’s 3 feet wide and 2 feet deep; this 
is your memory.  YOU are doing the 
thinking and working with the papers; 
this is your processor.  What happens 
when you have more papers to work with 
than desk space?  You start shuffling papers 
around, maybe putting them into stacks and 

moving stacks around – this slows getting your actual task done.  
If you had a bigger desk, you wouldn’t waste time shuffling papers.  
This is where more memory comes into play.

So deleting files from your hard drive doesn’t speed up your 
computer any more than throwing away papers in your filing cabinet 
helps you get the task at your desk done.

When your computer wants to use more memory than it actually 
has, it does what we do when we get more information than we can 
remember – write it down!  We use paper; the computer uses the 
hard drive.  To “add” to its memory, the computer uses unused space 
on the hard drive to “extend” its memory.  The problem with this 
is writing to the hard drive is MUCH slower, your computer slows 
down.  The solution, close programs that are running you don’t need 
OR buy more memory.  The good news?  Memory is cheap!  Sites 
like www.crucial.com will peek inside your computer, tell you what 
you have inside and what you can upgrade with.  The Windows Task 
Manager will tell you how much of your memory you’re using.  If 
you’re using 80% or more, you’ll be noticing a dramatic decrease in 
speed.  Installing memory isn’t hard in most computers, but if you’re 
not comfortable call a professional.

Goodbye Windows 2,000!   On July 13th, 2010, all versions of 
Windows 2000 and Windows XP RUNNING SERVICE PACK 2 

will reach the end of support.  Microsoft will no longer be updating 
these products.  If you have a system running 

Windows 2000, it’s time to move that machine 
up to XP.  If you’re still running Service Pack 
2 in XP, you need to download Service Pack 
3 to continue getting updates.  Go to http://

www.update.microsoft.com/microsoftupdate 
to get Service Pack 3, or consider upgrading 

to Windows 7.  Windows XP with Service 
Pack 3 will continue to be supported by 
Microsoft through April 8, 2014.

- Submitted by Laurie Scott
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Electricity is ON SALE
at StarTex Power!

Alan “Petrodamus” Lammey, host of ‘Energy Week’, can be heard every Sunday on 
1070 KNTH in Houston. 

I’m Texas Energy Analyst, Alan Lammey. In case you didn’t know, electricity rates are 
currently at lows not seen in years, which means that NOW is the time to lock in a 
very low electricity rate with the provider that I highly recommend to all my radio show 
listeners: StarTex Power. StarTex Power is local and reputable, with some of the most 
competitive rates available in all of Texas. You can switch right online at 
www.StarTexPower.com 

“Highest in Residential Customer Satisfaction 
with Retail Electric Service”
... J.D. Power and Associates

Sign Up Today Online: www. StarTexPower.com or call 866-917-8271 
PLEASE USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” as your referral!

PUCT #10089 
StarTex Power received the highest numerical score among residential electric service providers in Texas in the proprietary J.D. Power and Associates 
2009 Texas Residential Retail Electric service Satisfaction StudySM. Study based on responses from 6,890 consumers measuring 15 providers and measures 
opinions of consumers with their electric service provider. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed 
between October 2008 and June 2009. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com.

Team Tiara
Team Tiara, a non-profit foundation 

dedicated to raising money to fund research 
and education for breast cancer. Each. 
member of our team is committed to raising 
$2300 to walk the Susan G. Komen 3-Day 
for a Cure.  In addition to walking in the 
3-Day, we provide direct assistance to men 
and women whose lives have been touched 
by breast cancer.  To continue our efforts 
Team Tiara will be hosting Passionately Pink 
for the Cure, a gala benefiting Team Tiara & 
Susan G. Komen 3-Day

Saturday, October 2, 2010 at 6:00 pm
Dinner & Auction • Wyndehaven Terrace

12716 Cutten Rd. • Houston • 77066
Tickets $50/person, $90/couple

To purchase tickets/more 
information:

www.teamtiara.net/gala or mail in form

pASSIONATELY pINK fOR THE CURE ORDER fORM

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________

City:_____________________________ State:_______ Zip:________________

Email:___________________________________________________________

Telephone:________________________________________________________

I WOULD LIKE TO pURCHASE THE fOLLOWING:

______ Individual Ticket / $50  ______ Couple Ticket / $90 

______ Add’l Drink Tickets / $6

My check for $________ is enclosed.  Please make checks payable to Team Tiara.

MAIL fORM TO:

Team Tiara  • Attn: Gala Committee • P.O. Box 2433  • Cypress, TX  77410-2433
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Peel, Inc.
512-263-9181

www.PEELinc.com

community newsletters

Effective Advertising, Done Right.
Call today to Reserve your space.

Advertise YOUR business
to YOUR neighbors for
less than 6¢ per home.

sw

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Summerwood Life's contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the Summerwood Life is exclusively for 
the private use of the Summerwood HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

 Walk in the Houston Out of the Darkness 
Community Walk on Saturday, November 6th, 
2010 at Stude Park, 1030 Stude Street, benefiting 
the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention. 
Join us for this powerful and inspiring event to 
help make suicide prevention a national priority 
and to end the stigma of mental illness & suicide. 
To learn more and register, log on to www.
outofthedarkness.org.
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