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August 2013 Yard of the Month Winner
The August 2013 award for YOM goes to our community’s fun-

loving, helping-hand Steven Gotchas of 12006 Miramar Shores Drive.  
Steven has been in our community for some time and seems to know 
everyone. Maybe he doesn’t but you’d never know because when he 
sees you he has a great big smile for all.

I had the opportunity to met Steven during the island planting 
and work side by side with him. As we worked I was clueless on 
which plants went where but right beside me was a man who knew.  
I watched in amazement as he delicately handled the flowers and how 
instinctively he placed the right plant into the right slot without being 
told. At that time I did not know that he had Landscaping experience.  
Now that I know- it answers my question as to how he has used every 
inch of nature and its natural beauty to create a great front yard.

Plants and shrubs are placed for beauty, depth, height and densities 

creating a natural forest look yet he draws in the modern touches by 
adding metal fountain to the mix. Well placed rocks make the metal 
structure invisible as you gaze across the yard.Caladiums, Dusty 
Millers, Trailing Ivy, purple Jew, wild purple flowers and a mixture 
of ferns growing around the base of trees to hold in moisture are all 
working together to create the beauty. As you look left to right at the 
yard you get the sense that tall queen palms are mothering and shading 
the baby feather palms, and giving only enough light needed to keep 
the two hedges two shades of green. The homes red variegated brick 
bring out the dark green color of the hedges and in front a liter shade 
of green sprinkled with mother-in-laws tongue, more caladiums and 
ivy’s and ferns. Truly a great design! Thanks Steven for helping our 
property values stay high.   

By Marilyn Schaefer
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Emergency/Ambulance....................................................911
Fire Dept..........................................................................911
Sheriff's Dept.................................................. 713-221-6000

NON-EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Animal Control............................................... 281-999-3191
Center Point Gas............................................. 713-659-2111
Center Point (Street Lights)............................. 713-207-2222
EDP Water - Mud #29.................................... 832-467-1599
Library............................................................ 281-890-2665
Post Office....................................................... 713-937-6827
Waste Management/Trash............................... 713-686-6666

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES
Architectural Control .............................................Raj Amin
Clubhouse Rental.........................................Dianne Wentzell
Finance...................................................... Sreehari Gorantla
Lake Care.........................................................Aaron Duhon
Landscape........................................................ Rich Schaefer
Newsletter................................................... Marilyn Schaefer
Security...........................................................Terry Burnside
Socials.................................................................Bill Wentzel

President.................................................................Raj Amin
Vice President.............................................. Jonathan Fowler
Treasurer.................................................... Sreehari Gorantla
Secretary...................................................... Marilyn Schaefer
Directors..........................................................Aaron Duhon

NEWSLETTER INFO
Editor................................. windermerelakenews@gmail.com
Publisher
	 Peel, Inc.......................www.PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
	 Advertising.......advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

MANAGEMENT COMPANY
SCS Management Services Inc
Cecelia Panzinetti............................................ 281-463-1777
	 ................................................. cpanzinetti@scsmgmt.com
Board Members/Committees........ www.windermerelakes.net

Easy Online Sign-Up at 

USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” AS REFERRAL

BrilliantElectricity.com

BRILLIANT ENERGY = SERIOUSLY LOW RATES

BRILLIANT ENERGY’S ELECTRICITY RATES CHALLENGE 
THE RATES OF EVERY OTHER PROVIDER IN TEXAS!

LOCK-IN A LOW ELECTRICITY RATE FOR
UP TO 3 YEARS

Brilliant Energy Texas OUC #10140

BRILLIANT ENERGY IS RECOMMENDED BY TEXAS ENERGY 
ANALYST, ALAN LAMMEY THE HOST OF THE “ENERGY 

WEEK” RADIO SHOW ON NEWSTALK 1070 KNTH!

Ask the “Energy Analyst”
281.658.0395

GREAT BUSINESS RATES TOO!

Catch and Keep Weekend 
was a big success!

If you missed it we are very sorry. We sent you post cards, hung tags on 
your mail box and placed flyers inside your mail box asking you to get on 
our new site. ALL community functions will be announced on this site 
and the newsletter will only tell you how successful the event was showing 
photos and stories about those who attended.  

This new community communication tool allows you to speak with 
people all over the community without leaving your home, knowing their 
e-mail address or their phone number.  It’s a great way to communicate. 
So the weekend after Father’s day we offered to everyone the joy of a 6pm 
on Friday to 6pm on Sunday Catch and Keep Weekend for Catfish over 
3lbs. Those people who took our heed and joined the nextdoor.com/join/
YEXTVV got to participate and those who did not join did not know 
about it. Our contest was $50.00 to the person who caught the most fish 
over 3lbs. that weekend and needed to prove it by photographing the 
catch and sending it to us.  

Our winner was Justin Sralla of 12007 Flamingo Lakes who caught 29 
cats over 3lbs., Brock Schaefer of 11819 Sunset Lake Court came in a close 
2nd with 20 cats over 3lbs and Danny Jatzlau of 10014 Lakeside Gables 
took 3rd. with 12 cats over 3lbs. It was a fun weekend and my computer 
was buzzing with people asking how far they were behind the top person. I 
never told and waited till the very last second before announcing the winner.
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Fourth of July 
Celebration

On the evening of July 3rd the newly formed Social Committee 
Members put out flags in everyone’s yard in the community in 
celebration of the 4th. of July.  And on

The 6th. of July everyone was invited to the club house for an 
All-American Hotdog complete with all the fix-ins.

A bounce house was provided for the kids and a mini-parade 
of parents, children, pets and stuffed animals marched around 
the clubhouse parking lot.  Rather than tell you about it here 
is photo’s to show you the fun and excitement that went on as 
neighbors meet neighbors and kids meet kids for the first time 
in a long time.

The Water was donated by HEB stores corner of West and 
Jones road, Balloons for all the Kids was donated by Kroger’s 
corner of Eldridge and  1960 and free food coupons were donated 
by Chick-fil-A and Raising Cane restaurants.  We ate 80+ hotdogs 
and consumed cases and cases of water during this function but 
were able to cool down inside the club house while we spoke 
with the board members who attended to meet the community.

It was truly a great day.  And topic of discussion was that 
everyone loves the new communication tool Nextdoor.com/
join/YEXTVV.  We have 109 families signed on currently and 
can’t wait to get everyone else signed on so everyone will be in 
the know.
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Tips On Catch And Release Fresh Water Fishing

Set the hook as quickly as possible- letting the fish take the bait will give 
it time to swallow it and as soon as you release the fish it will die.  If you 
see the bait still in the fish’s mouth it is save to release.

Landing the fish:
The longer you fight a fish the more lactic acid builds up in its body 

and the less likely it is to survive.  Use heavy line and tackle to help you 
land them quickly. If you plan on practicing catch and release, ultra-light 
tackle is not the best way to go. The exception to this rule is when you 
catch fish in deep water.  

If you toss a fish back into the water from high up the pop against the 
water can also cause trauma to a fish. He feels just like you feel when you 
belly flop only it kills the fish and only hurts us for a while.

If you see a fish turning sideways or floating belly up when you try to 
release them they have an inflated swim bladder. In that case us a needle 
to deflate the bladder or better yet keep it as it will die once released.

Don’t use a net when landing fish-nets damage the fish, its fins and scales. 
Don’t weigh the fish in the gills or eyes and don’t bend the jaw.  You 

can damage eyes and gills with your hands and if you hold a fish by the 
lower jaw and bend it you can damage the jaw so badly the fish can no 
longer feed and will die.

Don’t pull a hook out of a fish. If a fish is hooked deeply, use pliers or 
a hook removal tool to back the hook out the way the hook went in. If 
the hook is deep in the fish’s throat or in its gills, cut the line and leave the 
hook in it or keep it and eats it as it will surly die too.

Don’t use stainless 
steel hooks use circle 
hooks without a barb or 
dissolvable hooks that are 
always left in.

Please remember to 
use common sense when 
fishing. Don’t let fish die 
needlessly. Floating fish 
are not good for our lake 
and you might as well eat 
them instead of making 
them a floater. And yes 
they are safe to eat. We use 
natural chemicals that do not harm the fish or people. Take it from one 
who just enjoyed part of her sons catch a few weekends back.
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CPR

Volunteer - Donate
COLINSHOPE.ORG

2013

          August 

Calendar

LAYERS OF PROTECTION

VISIT
US 

ONLINE

CHECK POOLS
& HOTTUBS 1ST 

FOR MISSING CHILDREN

CONSTANT
VISUAL

SUPERVISION

MULTIPLE 
BARRIERS ON

POOLS & HOTTUBS

LEARN
CPR

KEEP BACKYARDS
& BATHROOMS 

SAFE

LEARN 
TO 

SWIM

WEAR
LIFE

JACKETS

Ongoing: Volunteers needed to distribute water safey packets,   info@colinshope.org

October 19:

August 19:        Got2Skate for Colin’s Hope Fundraiser, 6:30-8:30pm at Playland Skate Center 
  August 29: Colin's Hope Got2Swim Lake Austin 10K/10 miler, http://www.tinych.org/got2swim

September 8: 5th Annual Colin’s Hope Kids Triathlon, http://www.tinych.org/KidsTri

ALERT: 36 Texas children have lost their lives to a fatal drowning this year.
Many more have survived non-fatal drowning incidents.

Drownings are preventable!
 Be a Water Guardian and Watch Kids around Water.

Sharkfest Austin Swim bene�tting Colin’s Hope, www.sharkfestswim.com

Time To Slow Down!

Back To School
	 School starts in August, so now is the time for drivers 
to pay closer attention to the school zones in the 
neighborhood.  We want to remind you that the speed 
limit in a school zone is 20mph and traffic fines double! 

Other changes to be aware of include;
•	 Children behaving unpredictably
•	 School Bus Stops
•	 Crossing Guards – please obey the guards! Remember,
	 they are there for the safety of you and your children
•	 New areas of traffic congestion
•	 Be prepared for delays
•	 Use of cell phones in schools zones is prohibited!

	 Please give yourself extra time in the mornings and mid-
afternoons and remember if you are traveling in a school 
zone to slow down.
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*According to the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force and the Affordable Care Act, routine screening mammography 
is a preventive service now covered 100% by health insurance plans for women aged 40 and older every 1 to 2 years.

Four convenient locations

•	 11307	FM	1960	West	at	Steepletop,	Suite	340 
	 Houston,	Texas	77065

•		14044	Spring	Cypress	at	Grant
	 Cypress,	Texas	77429

•		27126	Highway	290	at	Mueschke
	 Cypress,	Texas	77433

•		7015	Barker	Cypress	Rd	at	529
	 Cypress,	Texas	77433

Schedule now 281.897.3121  •   www.CyFairWomensImaging.com

Evenings and weekends available by appointment.

CONVENIENT Mammograms  
Right in Your Neighborhood!

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

View answers online at www.peelinc.com

ACROSS
1. Charge 
5. Syrian bishop 
9. Against 
10. Landing 
11. Leaves 
12. Boom box 
13. Allure 
15. African antelope 
16. Polite 
18. Leafy green 
21. Marry 
22. Esophagus 
26. Woken 
28. Goad 
29. Type of tooth 
30. Refer 
31. Posttraumatic stress     

disorder 
32. Sieve

DOWN
1. Nativity scene piece 
2. Competition at the Greek  

games 
3. Capital of the Ukraine 
4. Symbol 
5. Expression of surprise 
6. Emblem 
7. Pickle juice 
8. A ball out of bounds (2 wds.) 
10. Twist violently 
14. Ripper 
17. Strums 
18. Slough 
19. Ross ___, philanthropist 
20. Gods 
23. Brand of sandwich cookie 
24. Seaweed substance 
25. Cabana 
27. Blue

© 2006. Feature ExchangeACROSS
1. Belong 
4. Elevator alternative 
10. Fire remains 
11. Short guy, hairy feet 
12. Manipulate 
13. Indoor 
14. Coaxing 
16. Condensation 
17. Adolescent 
18. South Carolina (abbr.) 
20. New Jersey (abbr.) 
22. Hornet 
26. Rock 
29. Loves 
31. Demonstrate 
33. Government agency 
34. Subordinate 
35. Cause of sickness 
36. Elapse (2 wds.) 
37. Surface to air missile

DOWN
1. Finds _- 
2. Make available 
3. Not here 
4. Tibia 
5. Fire iron 
6. Abdominal muscles (abbr.) 
7. As previously cited 
8. Cycle 
9. Soup 
15. Hotel 
19. Cash with order (abr.) 
21. Rachel's husband 
23. Regions 
24. Reddish brown 
25. Sacred song 
26. Pearls 
27. Vile 
28. Brief 
30. Refuse to believe 
32. Pinch 

Crossword Puzzle

© 2007. Feature Exchange

ACROSS
1. Belong 
4. Elevator alternative 
10. Fire remains 
11. Short guy, hairy feet 
12. Manipulate 
13. Indoor 
14. Coaxing 
16. Condensation 
17. Adolescent 
18. South Carolina (abbr.) 
20. New Jersey (abbr.) 
22. Hornet 
26. Rock 
29. Loves 
31. Demonstrate 
33. Government agency 
34. Subordinate 
35. Cause of sickness 
36. Elapse (2 wds.) 
37. Surface to air missile

DOWN
1. Finds _- 
2. Make available 
3. Not here 
4. Tibia 
5. Fire iron 
6. Abdominal muscles (abbr.) 
7. As previously cited 
8. Cycle 
9. Soup 
15. Hotel 
19. Cash with order (abr.) 
21. Rachel's husband 
23. Regions 
24. Reddish brown 
25. Sacred song 
26. Pearls 
27. Vile 
28. Brief 
30. Refuse to believe 
32. Pinch 

© 2007. Feature Exchange
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental 
or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Windermere Lakes Community 
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, 
nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. 
for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from the Windermere Lakes Homeowners Association 
and Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private 
use of Windermere Lakes residents only. 

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and  
  Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting
• Door Refinishing
• Window Installation
• Trash Removal
• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

HARCO
INSURANCE
SERVICES 

10777 Northwest Freeway, Suite 800     Houston, Tx.  77092  
Tel:  713-681-2500          www.harco-ins.com
• Automobile /  Homeowners / Flood Insurance 
• Personal Umbrella Liability 

HARCO
INSURANCE
SERVICES 

Contact:  Kathey Hoffmaster  x240
Gerri Rougeau, Windermere Lakes Resident 
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