
Copyright © 2014 Peel, Inc. Sydney Harbour - February 2014     1

SYDNEY HARBOUR

News For The Residents at Sydney Harbour February 2014 Volume 2, Issue 2

UPDATE
Many of you helped protest the expansion of the Water Plant 

on Opera House Row by attending the Houston Planning 
Commission Meetings and the MUD meeting.  Thank all of 
you for your input and participation.  We didn’t get everything 
we wanted but we were heard.  Here is an update on what has 
happened and will happen in the future.

The Houston Planning Commission ended up approving 
the expansion after asking many questions and listening to 
several residents discuss the subdivision’s objections.  One 
major question to the MUD from Sydney Harbour was why 
not purchase a portion of the commercial property north of 
the plant instead of the vacant lot south of the plant and right 
in the middle of Sydney Harbour.  The answer was that the 
commercial property was too expensive and would have cost 
the taxpayers a lot of money.  In any event the MUD has the 
legal option of eminent domain, or taking the property they 
need and paying the owner (or developer in this case) a fair, 
reasonable price.  So—the final result is that the lot south of 
the plant will be used to add two new tanks to the water plant.  

Cypress Hill MUD Water Plant No. 2
No new pumps or motors will be added.  

Since we couldn’t stop the expansion or move it to another 
location, we made a list of items that the residents felt were only 
fair to us. The major items were:
•	 An 8 ft. brick wall matching the existing brick wall along 

Cypress Rosehill.  This wall will help make the plant look 
like it’s outside the subdivision.  It will also reduce the noise 
level created by the existing pumps & motors.

•	 All tanks must be maintained and painted a color chosen by 
the Landscape Committee. 

•	 Landscaping, with input of our Landscaping Committee, to 
compliment the area and help beautify the neighborhood.  
The MUD district has agreed to these items.  This project 

should begin sometime early spring.
Sydney Harbour’s Annual Meeting will be held sometime 

the first quarter of 2014.  It is very important that everyone 
attend.  There will be some very important items discussed and 
we will need the input of all residents.  If we can’t get them to 
change the time to 7:00 pm, please try to arrange your work 
schedule to attend.

SYDNEY HARBOUR EVENTS FOR 2014
Mark your calendars. More details coming soon!

Breakfast with the Easter Bunny - Saturday, April 12th 9:00-11:00 A.M.
Pool Opening/Ice Cream Social - Saturday, May 17th 1:00-3:00 P.M. 

Adult Luau - Saturday, August 23rd 7:30-10:30 P.M.
National Night Out - Tuesday, October 7th 7:00-9:00 P.M.
Garage Sale - Saturday, October 18th 8:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M.

Christmas Lighting Contest Judging - December 20th ends at 8:00 P.M.
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LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE
Winter is a time of protection and preparation for our lawns, 

turf grass , trees and bushes. All require an additional effort to 
afford maximum performance and ensure they will survive our 
unpredictable Houston winters. 

Five tips for Houston Winter 
Lawn Maintenance

1. Lower the mowing height of your mower. Removing 
young, tender growth on the lawn will prevent your lawn from 
falling victim to winter diseases. Removing this growth will 
prevent the lawn from drying out when the cold first comes.

2. Give your lawn a final fertilization.  It is important to give 
your lawn a final fertilization before winter sets in. The nutrients 
will be stored and used by your lawn throughout the winter 
and beginning of spring.  Ratios in fertilizer vary so make sure 
they are “winter or fall” formulas designed for southern grasses.  
Good formulas for winter are 18-6-12,   18-12-16, or 10-5-14. 

3. Clear your lawn of debris. Removing logs, toys or gardening 
equipment will prevent the objects from smothering the grass 
they sit on and reduce the turfs vulnerability to diseases. Brown 
patch (brown circles in the grass) is prevalent this time of year.  
Choose a fungicide with Bayleton – Terrachlor- Banner or 
Benomyl .These are  effective against Brown Patch.

4. Aerate your lawn before the first freeze. It will prepare 
your lawn for fertilizer and nutrients in the spring. It will also 
decrease the extent that thatch will affect your lawn in the 
winter. Apply a pre-emergent weed control from late October 
to early November to control broad leaf and common grasses.

Late winter is also a good time to trim woody trees and shrubs 
for preparation of new spring growth. Add an additional layer 
of mulch to protect trees and landscape and water thoroughly 
before a freeze to protect tender plant roots. To protect plants 
from freezing temperatures, place a blanket or sheet over the 
plant then place plastic over the blanket.  Do not let the plastic 
touch the leaves of the plant. 

After you have treated your lawn you will want to reward 
yourself with some beautiful winter color.  Some good choices 
for this area are:

Alyssum – This is a good ground cover that comes in white, 
rose and lavender. Cut back when it becomes leggy.

Calendula (Pot marigolds) These look like small mums. 
They are a bright yellow and will lend color to an otherwise 
drab winter landscape.

Cornflower – Bright blue to dark purple. These small plants 
look like little buttons. 

Dianthus – This a low growing plant that comes in numerous 
shades of pink. Has a nice spice scent.

Pansies – Come in a variety of colors. They thrive in cold 
weather and will bloom the entire winter season.

Ornamental Kale – This cabbage plant comes in a variety 
of colors and shapes (blue, white, lavender, white and shades 
of green). Makes an interesting display and you can eat it too!

The Landscape Committee wishes you and your family a 
happy and safe winter. Let’s keep Sydney Harbour beautiful!
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Your Cypress Specialist

Realty Partners

www.ginabaker.com

Broker Associate
Office: 281.304.1344

Cell: 281.685.0306

15720 Stone Oak Estates Ct.
Stone Oak Estates - $1,800,000

SOLD!

Shaw Road
Under Contract - $400,000

Unrestricted

17418 W. Summer Rose
Closed - $428,500

Under Contract in 3 Days

4 parts miniature pretzels, 4 parts strawberry yogurt Cherrios, 3 parts Teddy Grahams, 2 parts 
yogurt covered raisins, 2 parts dried cherries or cranberries, and 2 parts Valentine M&Ms - Enjoy!

Valentines Trail Mix

Sydney Harbour Real Estate Corner
Activity September 1, 2013– December 31, 2013

Home Sales              # of  Homes                  Price Range

Active

Sold

1 Story

2 Story

1 Story

2 Story
This representation is based on data supplied by the Houston Association of Realtors. 

Neither the Association nor its MLS guarantees or is in any way responsible for its accuracy.

4

12

9

8

$235,000 - $374,126

$309,900 - $475,000

$188,000 - $345,000

$239,000 - $360,000

Pending 2 Story 2 $391,463 - $466,228
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Ayusa is a non-profit high school foreign exchange student organization.  We welcome teenagers 
from over 60 countries worldwide and provide host family placement and ongoing supervision 
for 5 and 10 month academic programs.  These exceptional young people look forward to a warm 
bond of friendship with your family and a rewarding cultural exchange.  Host families are asked to
•	 provide	meals	
•	 provide	a	bedroom	either	shared	or	private.	
Students pay for all other personal expenses while in the U.S.  Ayusa is currently accepting 

applications for the 2013/2014 program year. Visit our website to fill out your online application 
– the schools in our area have limited spots available for exchange students, so act now! All 
across the world, Ayusa students are eagerly awaiting their host family placement.  Please 
call today and begin the adventure of a lifetime!  

Visit our website at www.ayusa.org or call us at (888) 552-9872. You can also contact 
our local representative Vicki Odom at vodom@ayusa.org or call 832-455-7881 for more 
information as well. 

Explore the World Without Leaving Home!
Host an international exchange student through Ayusa. Learn the true heart and soul of a culture!
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The Northwest Flyers Youth Track Club is now registering boys 
and girls ages 6 – 18 for the 2014 season.  The team provides a 
full program of track and field events, and is affiliated with USA 
Track & Field (USATF).  The club was founded 27 years ago by 
Olympic gold medalist Fred Newhouse to foster the development 
of youth track & field in the Northwest Houston area.

Registration and practice is at 5:30 p.m. on Mondays and 
Thursdays at the Cypress Creek High School track, 9815 Grant 
Rd., Houston.

For registration forms and additional information, please visit 
the team website at http://www.northwestflyers.org or contact 
Linette Roach at linette.roach@sbcglobal.net or (281) 587-8442.

NORTHWEST FLYERS 
YOUTH TRACK CLUB 

BEGINS 27TH SEASON
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Hi Jewish Community! 
Let’s get connected! To share...

•	 Shabbat dinners
•	 Chanukah parties
•	 Passover Seders
•	 or simply get together!

 
INTERESTED? 

E-mail us at  
info@shalomcypress.org.
Or visit our website at
www.shalomcypress.org

SHALOM 

The National Kidney Foundation is the leading organization 
in the U.S. dedicated to the awareness, prevention and treatment 
of kidney disease for hundreds of thousands of healthcare 
professionals, millions of patients and their families, and tens of 
millions of Americans at risk

Nearly six of ten Americans will develop kidney disease in 
their lifetime, according to a new analysis published in the 
American Journal of Kidney Disease. In comparison, lifetime 
risk of diabetes, heart attack and invasive cancer is approximately 
four in ten.

The Kidney Walk is the nation’s largest walk to fight kidney 
disease and is held to raise awareness of, and support those who 
are battling this disease. Held in nearly 100 communities, the 
event raises awareness and funds lifesaving programs that educate 
and support patients, their families and those at risk. Take a 
lifesaving step today and sign up for a walk below. The Houston 
Walk will be held on May 4th at 7:30am at Discovery Green Park 
Downtown.   Registration at www.donate.kidney.org. 

For more information on forming teams or sponsorship, please 
call 713-964-2644.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Management Company
Sterling Association Services, Inc.

P.O. Box 38113 Houston, TX 77238-8113
(p) 832.678.4500, (f ) 281.598.4487

www.sterlingasi.com, servicedesk@sterlingasi.com

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Harris County Sheriff   ........................................ 866.222.7100
Pct 4 Main Dispatch Number ............................. 281.376.3472
Animal Control (Emergency) .............................. 281.999.3191
Poison Control .................................................... 800.764.7661
Cy-Fair Volunteer Fire Department ..................... 713.466.6161
Emergency .......................................................................... 911

LOCAL UTILITY/SERVICE PROVIDERS
Electricity- Reliant Energy ...................................281-897-8808

You can choose your electric provider
Water and Sewer-Eagle Management ................... 281.374.8989
Garbage Pick-up ........................................Monday & Thursday
Recycle Pickup ..................................................Monday ONLY
Gas-CenterPoint Energy ..................................... 713-.659.2111
Telephone- AT&T .............................................. 800.464.7928

You can choose your telephone provider
Cable-Comcast .................................................... 713.895.2539

You can choose your cable provider

PUBLIC SERVICES
United States Postal Service ................................. 281.373.9125
.......................................................16635 Spring Cypress Road
Metro Park and Ride ........................................... 713.635.4000

MEDICAL FACILITIES
Methodist Hospital-Willowbrook  ....................... 281.477.1000
Cy-Fair Medical Center ....................................... 281.890.4285
Memorial Herman Hospital ................................ 281.392.1111
North Cypress Medical Center ............................ 281.894.0003

COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
Cy-Fair ISD Administration ................................281-897-4000
......................................................................10300 Jones Road
Farney Elementary School ...................................281-373-2850
.................................................................14425 Barker Cypress
Goodson Middle School ......................................281-373-2350
.....................................................................17333 Huffmeister
Cy-Woods High School .......................................281-213-1727
.......................................................16825 Spring Cypress Road

STERLING ASI PERSONNEL 
Roxanne Martinez ................................... Association Manager
.....................................832.678.4500, roxanne@sterlingasi.com
Janine Cruz .........................................Administrative Assistant
 .........................832-678-4500 ext. 205, janine@sterlingasi.com
Lizbeth Garcia ....................................Administrative Assistant
...........................832.678.4500 ext.206, lizbeth@sterlingasi.com

Any concerns or general questions for the association regarding 
violations, deed restrictions, acc applications, interest in joining a 
committee, clubhouse/pool rentals and any other questions regarding 
the property can be directed to Janine.
Sara Schouten ......................................Account Representative
.....................832.678.4500 ext. 215, sschouten@sterlingasi.com

Any accounting related questions, a payoff quote or a transfer 
fee, or just want to know how much is due on their account will be 
directed to Sara.
Angela Villegas .......Pool Card Administrator/Customer Service
..........................832.678.4500 ext. 224, angela@sterlingasi.com

Should homeowners need a pool card for access to the pool area or 
have any general questions they can ask for Janine, Lizbeth or Angela.

Along with Janine, Lizbeth, Sara and Angela, we have 6 
customer service representatives that are familiar with the 
Association and area readily available to assist homeowners.

Publisher
 Peel, Inc. ...................... www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
 Article Submission .............. sydneyharbour@PEELinc.com 
 Advertising................................ advertising@PEELinc.com

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and  
  Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting
• Door Refinishing
• Window Installation
• Trash Removal
• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures
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